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Tel: “CHALK” Kumbakonam Fstd. 1920 


OUR 34th YEAR OF SERVICE 


TO ALL 


е 
о 








EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 
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Manufacturers Suppliers of : 


HIGH CLASS CHALKS 


( BOTH COLOURED & WHITE ) 


GURUNATHAN CHALK WORKS 


KOTTAIYUR, KUMBAKONAM S.l. - 
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KANNIAH PHOTO STUDIO 
KUMBAKONAM 


=—— 


THE STUDIO FOR PRECISION 


Ерс AI ч 
»< ACCURACY 
» QUICK WORK 
» PROMPT DELIVERY 


» TECHNICAL SKILL 


We request a visit to our studio. We 
undertake oil paintings, enlargements, 
cinema slides and all photographic work 
at very cheap rates and charges. 


%, 
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1 ELECTRICAL INSTRUMENTS 


i OF QUALITY 


RHEOSTATS - ONE, TWO FOUR TUBES 
AND FINE ADJUSTMENT 
CALIBRATED RESISTANCES & SHUNTS 


DIAL TYPE- P. O. BOXES & RESISTANCE BOXES 


Aa —{»——ф—›—%»—4 ந பு து னு 


Leaflet from: 
She Standard Scientific Instuuments Ca., 


115, BRODIES ROAD, MADRAS - 28 
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AGENTS: 
Standard Vacuum Oil Со, > 


Standard 8 6 Standard Vangyard Cars and Studebaker Trucks» 
Direct Importers & Dealers in Automobile: Parts. 


STOCKISTS: India Cements. 


ண Raman % Raman Ltd. 


Fleet owners of buses, lorries & taxis, Mail contractors, 
efficient automobile repairers, 

plying buses in Tanjore, Kumbakonsm € Mayuram towns 
and in the mofussil routes: 


For both the above companies: 





| HEAD OFFICE; 
NAGESWARAN NORTH ST., KUMBAKONAM 


Telegram: “RAMANRAMAN " 55 Phone: 76 
BRANCHES: 
GANDHIJI ROAD, TANJORE. 
Telegram: “RAMANRAMAN ” ya Phone: 75 


KORANAD BAZAAR, MAYURAM 
33, NADAM UNI Sr., A MADRAS - 17. 
Telegram: “ ACCESSORY ” z Phone: 88277 


>< 


u 
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( М. KASIRAMAN в, 8с., М. SETHURAMAN B. Sc., р.м т.т. 
j | Director, Engineer, 
Катап % Raman Ltd., Raman & Катап Ltd., 
Partner, Kasi & Sethu, & Partner, Kasi 4 Sethu, & 
Life member of к, с. о, В. А, Life member of x, С.О В.А, 


Ж 





Мг. М. Kasiraman and Мг. N. Sethuraman are Old Воув of the 
Kumbakonam College апа sonsof Mr Р, 5, Матауапап, Managing Director, 
Raman % Raman Ltd. 
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SOUTHERN RAILWAY 


CONGESSIONAL 
Circular Tour Tickets for 11, INTER & 111 CLASSES 


FOR FIVE DIFFERENT ROUTES COVERING * 
PLACES OF HISTORICAL, RELIGIOUS AND OTHER INTEREST, : 


e 
FARES 
I Tour No Miles II Class Inter Class ИТ Class 
1 4754 Rs, 301— 7—6 Rs. 196--12--6 Rs, 113— 0—6 
II 5573 354— 2—6 231— 1 6 132—13- 6 
1 1620 1012-14--0 66 -15—0 38— 5-0 % 


% 


Ф 
-+ 
— 
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IV 1767 109--10--0 72--15--86 41—12—0 


4 y 2275 142—14—0 94- 6-0 54-40 + 

[ ALSO FOR CIRCULAR TOURS OF YOUR OWN CHOICE 

r APPROVED BY RAILWAY 

| TICKETS AVAILABLE FOR THREE MONTHS | 
1 For detailed information, please apply to :- Т 
+ CHIEF COMMERCIAL SUPERINTENDENT, SOUTHERN RAILWAY, } 
I PARK TOWN, MADRAS. 

7 OR 

+ PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER, ÍS-A, MOUNT ROAD, MADRAS, 4 

OR 

Á CONTACT THE NEAREST DISTRICT TRAFFIC SUPERINTENDENT. + 
om A de ஆட்ட படபட பட டட 9. e e ட்டை ட ndn hiii 
Í I 
1 Cellegians S:a-dag 1 
i Have Learnt to Appreciate 1 
1 

4, 1 

CO-OPTEX l 

b) HANDLOOM FABRICS —  — I 
Á FOR THEIR PERSONAL WEAR + 
| both for day-to-day and occasions. I 
Y Ф 


Like the rest of their countrymen they 
Available at Numer- have been convinced of the EXCEL- 


ட 
Q 

கு 
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+ 


| ous Depots and Em. LENCE OF OCO.OPTEX in COLOUR, | 
4 poriums throughout DESIGN, TEXTURE, FINISH, Г 
L the country. SERVICEABLENESS AND ECONOMY, I 
1 I 
ஷ்‌ Ф 

t [he Madras State Handloom Weavers’ Co-op. Society Ltd. + 
I 34, Pantheon Road, Egmore, Madras - 8. t 
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ஆ жж DEI жж жж кекек UU e 
кзтр, 1947. 
Jn Service through Science We Progress 
WE STOCK AND SELL: 
PTI Optical Instruments. 

РҮЕ 4 CAMBRELL Precision Instruments. 
CAMBRIDGE Electrical Instruments. 
GERMAN Micrdscopes. 

SIGCOL ௪ GERMAN Glasswares. 

Pure & A. В. Chemicals of standard foreign makes. 
Biological charts, models etc. 


* 


FOR FULL PARTICULARS PLEASE CONTACT: 


M/s. FREE INDIA SCIENTIFIC Co., 


"ФА, KOTHAWALCHAVADI ST. 


SAIDAPET pa MADRAS - 15 
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FOR THOSE WHO ‘CHOOSE’ THEIR 
— DRINKS 
BREADS, BUNS, & CAKES ETC. 


VINCENTS 


ARE 


THE- BESI 
VINCENT & Co. Ltd., TRICHINOPOLY. 


Branches : 
MADRAS, KUMBAKONAM, MADURAI, KARAIKUDT 
TINNEVELLY, COIMBATORE, AND SALEM, 


ж жож ож DE DIC ET KOK ORIO ICO 
EK KK KK EKE E EDK OK DEE DK KCK KCK 
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கூ. ராமண்வாமி ஸ்தபதி 
திருப்பனந்தாள்‌ ஆதீன சிற்பி, 
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கட்டுரைகள்‌, சினிமா 
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ஸ்ரீ ராமசாமி கோவீல்‌ சன்னதி 


கும்பகோணம்‌ 


உங்களிடம்‌ உலோகங்களிஞனால்‌, 
ஆலயங்களுக்கும்‌ 8ரஹார்ச்சனைகளுக்‌ 
சம்‌ வேண்டிய வீக்கரஹங்களும்‌ 
தங்கம்‌, வெள்ளி, செம்பு, பித்தளை 
முதலிய தகட்டினால்‌ ரதம்‌, வீமானம்‌, 
வாகனங்களும்‌, திருவாசி கவசங்களும்‌, 
தேசிய உருவச்‌€லைகளும்‌, கற்சலொ 
வீக்கரஹங்களும்‌, அஷ்டபந்தன 
மருந்தும்‌ சிற்பசாஸ்திரப்படி குறித்த 
காலத்தில்‌ செய்து கொடுக்கப்படும்‌. 





ஒவ்வொரு குடும்பத்தினரும்‌ விரும்பிப்‌ படிக்கும்‌ 
உன்னத தமிழ்‌ மாதப்‌ பத்திரிகை 
GANGA 
பிரபல நாவலாசிரியர்களின்‌ தொடர்கதைகள்‌, சிறு 
கதைகள்‌, கட்டுரைகள்‌, நடனம்‌. சங்கீதம்‌, நாடகம்‌, 
சினிமா, போன்ற கலைகள்‌ சம்பந்தமான வீசேஷக்‌ 
நக்ஷத்திரங்களின்‌ மூவர்ண 


தனி வர்ணப்படங்கள்‌, மற்றும்‌ அனேக ரஸமான 
விஷயங்கள்‌ அடங்யெ சிறந்த மாதப்‌ பத்திரிகை. 





வருட சந்தா 


உள்நாடு 6--0-0 


வெளிநாடு 9—0—0 


“HABA” 26, 9. HGS தெரு, சென்னை-1 
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The Kumbakonam Bank Limited. 


H. 0: KUMBAKONAM 


ESTO. OCTOBER 1904. BECAME A SCHEDULED BANK IN MARCH 1945 
a LJ . * * 
Gri S. Vaidyanatha Syer, 8,А.,В.Е., Sui © Mahalinga Iyer, BA B.L., 
PRESIDENT MANAGING DIRECTOR 


Branchesat: 
MANNARGUDI, NAGAPATANAM, AYYAMPET, NANNILAM 
TIRUKKATTUPPALLI, TIRUVARUR, MANAPPARAI % MAYAVARAM 


Subscribed Capital ... . Rs 4,35,750 
Paid-up Capital eee . Rs 33820 
Reserve &-Other Funds ... e Rg 3,85,541 
Working Funds exceed ... ... Rs. 69,00,000 | 


11 pays you to have banking business with us 
BECAUSE WE HAVE 


А good record of continuous Banking Service to the Public 
tor over four and a half decades. 
‚ А wide reputation for Safety, Security, Stability and Economy. 
An eminent and influential Board of Directors. 
Thrift and economy Schemes to suit all classes of investors. 
Special and courteous attention to each customer 


AND TRANSACT Banking Business of every description. 


CURRENT ACCOUNTS: Interest at 1 per cent per annum on 
daily balances of Rs. 50/- and its multiples. 


SAVINGS BANK: Interest at 23 per cent per annum on daily 
balances of Ks. 5/- and its multiples - with- 
drawal by cheques - a facility. 

MONTHLY SAVINGS DEPOSIT ACCOUNTS: A small Rupee 
every month and a lump sum at the end of 
1, 2 or 3 years. 

FIXED DEPOSITS: On attractive terms - please apply for rates 
of interest. 

If you open a FIXED DEPOSIT ACCOUNT with a mini- 
mum of Rs. 2,000/- only for a period of one or two years you can 
claim the ‘special privilege of having the interest on your fixed 
Deposits credited quarterly to ә special account known as 
“SAVINGS ACCUMULATION ACCOUNT”, - a unique feature 
in our Bank. 

Open an account with the KUMBAKONAM BANK பறற, - А 
Conservator of Commercial Virtues. 

S. Mahalinga Lyer 


Managing Director 
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ருசியுள்ள உணவை விரும்புகிறவர்களுக்கு......... 


| ஸ்ரீ வெங்கடா லாட்ஜ்‌ காண்டிமெண்ட்ஸின்‌ 


ஆ 


“லோட்டஸ்‌ பிராண்டு” 





L உயர்தர ஊறுகாய்‌ தினுசுகள்‌, சாம்பார்‌ & r= பெளடர்கள்‌ 
| ருசியுள்ளதாக சுகாதார முறைப்படி தகுந்த 
} மேற்பார்வையில்‌ கைப்படாமல்‌ தயாரிக்கப்படுகின றன. 
தயாரிப்பவர்கள்‌ : 
| மீ வெங்கடா லாட்ஜ்‌ காண்டிமெண்ட்ஸ்‌ 
` மடத்துதெரு, கும்பகோணம்‌ (தென்‌ இந்தயா.) 
தந்தி: mida” 


— கு அற்று அ 


У. M. Subramania Iyer 


Proprietor 
— டல A an iia 


е 


படட de و وسو‎ டை ஆட்டைய UI 
Service with Security + 


Throughout its career of over 34 years the “JUPITER 1 
GENERAL” has always held and continues to hold 

а front rank position in the Insurance World. Ву ь 
msuring with the “JUPITER GENERAL” you 
ensure SAFETY, SECURITY ала SERVICE. 









ALL KINDS OF LIFE AND GENERAL 
INSURANCE BUSINESS TRANSACTED 








TOTAL Assets Over Rs. 3,35,00,000 


THE JUPITER GENERAL 
INSURANCE Co., LIMITED 


Head Offce: BANK STREET - FORT - BOMBAY-1 
Administrator: Dewan Bahadur, В. VARADACHARI 
BRANCHES AND AGENCIES THROUGHOUT INDIA AND 
IN PAKISTAN, BURMA, CEYLON, ADEN AND AFRICA 
| Principal Office in South India, JUPITER HOUSE, 167, Broadway, MADRAS. 


Branch Manager: R. RANGANATHAN Phone: 2547 
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CD, $. & Sons 


SWEETS 


The Choice of your Child 
BEST IN THE MARKET 
Superior in Quality 
* 


The Southern India Confectionery Factory 
KUMBAKONAM: :: (South India) 


Esto. 1925 
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+ Tel. Address: “HARISONS ” + 
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ORIGINAL SHOP 


R. К. Hariswami Dyer Sons 


Sole Proprietor: В. K.-H. RAMAIYER 
Lace Silk Cloth Manufacturers & Wholesale Merchants 
No. 5, Sri Ramaswami Koil East Street, 
KUMBAKONAM 
vi 
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AMBIKA HOTEL 


GANDHI PARK NORTH ы KUMBAKONAM 


e 


de. do ஆட்டி விடல்‌ 
44 


For your homely food, 
YOUR PLEASING DISHES 
COURTEOUS SERVICE 
HYGIENIC CONVENIENCE 
SATISFYING YOUR PALATE 


ல்‌ பனு 


Visit Ambika Hotel once and you become its 


permanent Customer= 


னு 


i P. S. NARAYANA IYER | 
t PROPRIETOR I 
1 % 


டை? 


oo n a ட டி அகட்ட ப்பட டட டட டல ல டல உடலி வு 
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+ THE TANJORE CO-OPERATIVE MARKETING FEDERATION Ltd. + 
| i, 
M VIJAYAPURAM P. 0. TIRUVARUR T 
(ESTABLISHED 1941) ] 
| Phone No. 8 Gram: “FEDERATION” Post Box No 15 Í 
4, (Organisation ot Producers of Tanjore District 4 
with branches all over the Tanjore District) | 
I Suppliers of Paddy & rice to all deficit Districts: stockists and Distributors T 
L of Chemical Fertilisers: Agents for distribution of P. 5. 6. products I 
1 (Agricultural Implements.) i 
+ PRESIDENT: Sri V. B. Thyagaraja Mudaliar M. A. * 
} OTHER MEMBERS OF THE BOARD: L 
1 Sri К. Narayanasamy Iyer, Koothanur. I 
2 , О.А. Narayanasamy Iyer, В A. BL, Tanjore. 
9 , А. Kuppiah Mudaliar, Mannargudy. 
+ 4 „ V. Kothandapany Naidu, Ottathattai . 
1 5 , S. Muthukumarasamy Mudaliar, Vadapathimangalam. I 
1 6 , K.Thiruvengada Mudaliar, В.А., Munniyur. d 
n 7 ,, A. Rengarajan В.А., Tular. 
8 , 8. Ramalingasamy Nattar, B. A., B D, Tanjore, 7 
9 , Soundararaja Pillai, Panangady. 
SECRETARY : 


Sri N. Shanmugasundaram Pillai. 


Deputy Registrar & Secretary, 
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A,  CKUMBAKONAM, OG F 
the seat of learning in ie. South, 
is proud to celehrate the CENTENARY of the 
; GOVERNMENT COLLEGE. 


KUMBAKONAM 
is also the seat of learning in 
HOMOEOPATHIC MEDICINE 


in % 
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SOUTH INDIA 
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| INDIAN INSTITUTE OF HOMOEOPATHS 
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“НОМЕО HOUSE” : = KUMBAKONAM. 
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ஷ்‌ : 
x THE SOUTH INDIA INSURANCE | 
: COMPANY LIMITED x 
(ESTABLISHED 1934)" 
| TRANSACTS К 
FIRE, MARINE, ACCIDENT, AND MISCELLANEOUS 5 
INSURANCE BUSINESS 
Ы 


MADRAS BRANCH 


4 € 5, FIRST LINE BEACH, MADRAS. 


THERE IS A MINERVA GUIDE FOR EVERY TEXT 


MINERVA GUIDES 
MADRAS UNIVERSITY 
x 


INTERMEDIATE 1956 ns. as. В. А, 1956 RS. AS, 
\ Richard IT Text alone 1 0 оу & Cleopatra (Guide) 9 8 
Cymbeline (Guide) 2 8 
a Notes alone | Medan Poetry (Text &Guide)3 12 | 
Minor Poems (Text & Guide) 1 14 Selections from Decline & © 
The Selected English Р Fall of the Roman Empire, | 
БАШК E எ ப்‌ 2 3 
The Citizen of the World (Guide 2 8 A Now World (Guido von 4 1 
David Copperfield (Guide) 1 9 The Return of the Native 
n | ; a ee (Guide) 1 9 
Stories from Tagore (Guide) 0 15 Twenty-three Tales (Guide)1 9 
Thirty-nine Steps (Guide) | 0 15 Passage to India (Guide) 9% 
N MINERVA GUIDES SECURE SUCCESS. h 
For copies ask your book-sellers 0 write to: 
THE MINERVA PUBLISHING HOUSE, 
24, HALLS ROAD, EGMORE, MADRAS. 
Phone : 86650 
A. 
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Always at your Service at Kumbakonam 
ИРИС ப ue 2 ak 





BOARDING & LODGING 
110, 112 BIG STREET 


and at 


Centenary Groundo, Govt. College. 


Branches: 


ARYA BH ыма (BRANCH) 


KUMBAKONAM 





MUTT STREET 


NEW RENGA VILAS 


RAILWAY STATION ROAD ;; KUMBAKONAM 


PLEASE TASTE OUR BEST COFFEE; TIFFIN; 
DELICIOUS, EXCELLENT AND HOMELY MEALS. 
OUR MOTTO IS THE ENTIRE SATISFACTION 


OF OUR CUSTOMERS. 

WE HAVE UNDERTAKEN CATERING IN 
THE COLLEGE PREMISES FOR THE CENTE- 
NARY WEEK. 


p. К, GANGADHARAN, 
& 
В. М. Р. ЗЕЕТНАВАМАМ, М. В. ЗЕТНОВАМА IYER, 


MANAGERS, PROPRIETOR. 
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Т. А. TAYLOR & Со. (MADRAS) Ltd. 


109, ARMENIAN STREET, MADRAS.l. 


AGENTS FOR: 
(1) GOODLASS WALL LTD. BOMBAY 
for Paints, Oils, Enamels, Distempers. 


(2) HINDUSTAN CARBONS LTD, DELHI 
for Carbon, Papers, Typewriter Ribbons, 
Stamp Pads and Stamping Inks. 


(3) THE COSMOS INDIA RUBBER WORKS 
LTD., BOMBAY 


for Industrial Rubber Goods and 
Rubber Flooring. 
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SERVICE AND SECURITY 
FROM 


Pandyan Insurance Со, Lt. 


ASSETS NEARLY Rs. 1 CRORE 
FIRE : MARINE : ACCIDENT 


Head Office: 
PANDYAN BUILDING, MADURAI. 


Branches: 
BOMBAY, CALCUTTA, DELHI, MADRAS, NAGPUR, SHOLAPUR, 
BANGALORE, TRIVANDRUM, COIMBATORE & COCHIN. 
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Kumbakonam. 





Rani “Rangayyar Sons, 
| 


The Bes! and Oldest firm for fashionable and | 
Durable Handloom waven Silk Sarees of all 


ஆட கடலடி 


Descriptions: simple, laced dt t desi f 
( > P 2 5 P М an INES esi¢ns. 
I The firm Hat caters lo all tastes. } 
1 BORDERS A SPECIALITY: | 
1 QUALITY EXCELLENT: 
Y PERFECT FINISHED PRODUCTS: | 
n 
ee Sees UR ки EO T ROTE RO EET voro 


Wi de MM P மட்கல லலத வலு LO ALIQ SOS 
SRI RAM RADIOS, KUMBAKONAM. | 
| 
l 


Melody and Harmony go together when 
SRI RAM Speakers Operate............ 


— ஸ்‌ = 
Рог all functions, АС or DC (Battery). 
If you want Quality Sound System, contact: ] 


Sui Ram Radios —— | 


4, 


“ 


A a = 


orae a ப னு ண 


} 
de 


Prop: М. V. Ramamurthy, 
(of М, В. Venkatajalapathy Iyer Son, Raw Silk Merchant) 
10, TIRUMALAI NAMBI STREET 
KUMBAKONAM 


% 


1 


N.B: Our services at several exhibitions have been highly ! 
appreciated. We ше glad that we have undertaken ] 

installation of loudspeaker arrangements at the Centenary 

Celebrations of the Kumbakonam College. | 


——— P 


e w ылазалы тасы v олған AIR A anc" МУЛ AA 


“т HOLD EVERY МАМ A DEBTOR TO HIS PROFESSION " 
FRANCIS BACON (1561-1626) 


Every man is š debtor to the world; to his parents, his schoolmaster; 
his friends and employers. Не owes them his existence; his knowledge; 
his happiness and his daily bread. 


To his prófession he has another debt: debt due to generations past 
whose integrity and skill have given his calling the reputation he enjoys 
To them he owes his status as a worker and thinker. 

Profession carries a wider meaning now than a date won: and 
910168810௨] status is common talk, is extended to many functions in 
Dusinass and industry, but itis not won lightly, a long record of public 
responsibilities must come first. 


Life Insurance is опе such profession and we repay the debt only 
by handing on still higher standards and a higher status than those of 
yesterday to the business of tomorrow. 


THE 
UNITED INDIA LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY LTD., 
MADRAS - | 


ASA AS A IA © AAA AA Vv A Y 


m — y ee அவ்‌ a DA AAA 
w — = O ய Va E а eo ©) 


a 


G w: SLE A A A = AA ES 
| COMPLETE 
| LABORATORY \ 
EQUIPMENT 

) Please contact :- \ 
\ ТНЕ i 
CENTRAL SCIENTIFIC SUPPLIES Co., $ 
| LIMITED ) 
2, Agatam Road 5 TAMBARAM / 

° Grams: ‘SYPHON’ 
\ TEDE, f Phone: No. 80751 Extn. 23 ர 
@ 
Ñ Manufacturers, Importers and Stockists of ப 
Laboratory apparatus of all descriptions 
& \ 
| Chemicals of all Grades. | 
SR 1 I Kec" T LEY AAA Ya CARA ணை z ஊனை б 


Z 


SN 


NSS 


"M 


SERRA 
АА 


МАУ 
ЭЭМ 





SN ANNA е 
АЗ SS SSR yi 


INDIAN TRADE 
& GENERAL 
INSURANCE CO. LTD. 


2 Jehangir Building, Mahatma Gandhi Road, Bombay. 
2 Telephone: 36881 - 3 


Wey 


SN 


ААА 


NS 


NN 
АА 


QD 
BOSS 


YA 


NIN 


`. N 
` NISN 


OS 


for 


ALL CLASSES OF INSURANCE 


2 (ЕХСЕРТ LIFE) 


TEARS 
ХАУА SR 


8 


NS 
ААУ 


EN 
NSN 


— BRANCHES AND AGENCIES ; 
4 THROUGHOUT INDIA AND PAKISTAN 








ALSO MANAGERS FOR ENGLISH d 
& AMERICAN INSURANCE CO. LTD. 


АҚАУЫ 
WSS NAA 


h^ 
ХАҚЫ as 


SS 


NS 


2 
YA ы 5 M телу рр Du Z Z Уа LEAL 
ұй: ИИ ИЕ РЕ EEE A ELL 


y PAGAL GÍA iá AI J I LELE Ap LL PAGAL a И 
A т 





ANANDA BOOK DEPOT 
“Acton Lodge”, 11 McNichol Road, CHETPUT, MADRAS -10 


We give below the¿names of study-helps that we have issued for the Intermediate, 
В. А. & B, $c exarvinationse Аз сап be seen, all these books are written by very 
experienced Lecturers; we believe that these are just the books that would help the 
students in their examinations, 

These can be had from all the bookseller$ or directly from us, RS. AS» 
intermediate Physics Simplified 
Intermediate Chemistry Simplified iis 
Intermediate Organic Chemistry Simplified ... 
Lectures on Human Physiology by Т. М. Ananthakrishnan, 

B, Sc. (Hons ), Lecturer, Loyola College, Madras 
Intermediate Botany Simplified 
Intermediate Zoology Simplified — 
Intermediate Analytical Ceometry Made Easy by V. 8. Ganapati, M.A.... 
Intermediate Algebra Made Easy 
Intermediate Calculus Made Easy 
Intermediate Geometry Made Easy 
Intermediate Trigonometry Made Easy 
Exercises in Deductive Logic 
Exercises In Inductive Logic 
University Questions and Answers in Intermediate Zoology by T, М. 
Ananthakrishnan, в. sc. (Hons.), Lecturer, Loyola College, Madras. 
University Questíons and Answers in Intermediate Botany by К, М. 
Rao, м.во., Lecturer, Pachaiyappu's College, Madras. A 
University Questions and Answers in Intermediate Physics by V. V, 
IKunjuvareed, B.sc., (Hons ), Lecturer, Loyola College, Madras 
University Questions and Answers ín Intermediate Chemistry by A. 
Ramachandra, M.A., Lecturer, Vivekananda College, Madras 
The Merchant of Venice, Ed. by Dr. К.Р, Karunakara Menon, 
Professor of English, Dr. Alagappa College, Karaikudi oes 
The Tragedy of Julius Caesar by Mark Hunter $ А. Srinivasa Raghavan 
King Richard Н by Dr. К P. Karunakara Menon, Professor of 
English, Dr. Alagappa College, Karaikudi | 
Minor Poems by А. L. Krishnan and P. Mahadevan 
Selections from English Prose—Notes by Р. Mahadevan 
B. $c. Practical Organic Chemistry 
Aid to Inorganic Chemistry for B. Sc. x 
University Questions and Answers in Subsidiary Physics 4% 
University Questions and Answers іп Subsidiary Zoology by Т. М. 
Ananthakrishnan, B.sc. (Hons.), Lecturer, Loyola College, Madras 
Modern Poetry by А. L. Krishnan, Loyola College, Madras 
Part I— Milton's “Comus” 
Part 11 containing other prescribed poems for B. А. 1956 
Cymbeline—Text alone 


O Hp 


» y ... 


een 


Li 
Ito О О ОЦООО о Со Oo OO 


OOH mH mrp 


Ru لم‎ 


ree 


m 


... 


оо жж г 
O с O со 


L2 to 


. 
с © O மல Oo co 


© 
o 


Н 
н мн 
pal 
ею 





шы алуа. Mos sË, à த - e d ым E T c 1, 


VITA IOS 
i - 


Гг» 


RUE 
دة‎ д! 127 


| 
| 
i 


1 PEL LTTE HE) 1 Е СРЯ 





ОГ sss nt Wa ”e 
For the Service of Science in Undependent Tndia 
For THE COMPLETE EQUIPMENT 
қ DESIGN x 
FURNISHING AND x 
MAINTENANCE 
E of 
қ 
қ LABORATORIES ОҒ ALL KINDS 
к 
Please write to or сай at: 
к THE UNITED SCIENTIFIC COMPANY 
9, SUNKURAMA СНЕТТУ STREET 
Phone: 55248 M A D R А 5- 1 
@ 


: 
: 
|| 
x 
| 
ர 





S | Our quatity Products 
- 
kar 


LEGERE y Sashionable, 






STONE SLATES 
e 


“ட. X Ем; ¿Durable> SLATE PENCILS 


தரி + Neat in 


Makes в every Indian feel proud of such = Ч. 
а unique Manufacture. > 


MENAKA SWADESI SLATE FACTORY, 


Post Box no 12. KUMBAKONAM. 











INDLY LIGHT, ... LEAD THOU МЕ ON! 


- 


“LEAD, 


ھک ا ہہ ہمد cb‏ لے 
ы; ww; "улыр‏ 


جر ا 





COLLEGE BUILDINGS — OLD AND МЕХ. 





GOVERNMENT COLLEGE 
KUMBAKONAM 


Centenary Souvenir? 


1854 - 1954 


EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 


Dr. A. SANKARAN, M. A. Ph, D., 
Principal % Chairman, 
K. S, PATRACHARIAR, M. A., І. Т., 
President, К, C. O. B. A. 
У. NARAYANASWAMI IYER, M. A, L. T, 
Govt. College, Kumbakonam, 


C. Г. ARAVAMUDHA IYENGAR, D. А., D. L., 
Secretary, Centenary Committee, 


N. В. RAMANUJAN, B. A., 
Editor, “The Cauveri, "' 


L. RAJAGOPALAN, M. A., B. T., 
Govt, College, Kumbakonam, 


V. GOPALAN NAIR, В. A. (HODS.) 
Govt. College, Kumbakonam, Сопуепег. 


PRINTED АФ 
THE GAUVERI COLOUR PRESS, 
KUMBAKONAM, 


Contents 


Editorial 


SECTION I MESSAGES 8 HISTORY OF THE COLLEGE 


Messages 
A Century of Progress 
SECTION 11 OLD BOYS 


Prasasthi Panchakam 
by М. R. В. 


Sir Р. S. Sivaswami Аууат 


by Sir 8. Varadachariar 


The Rt. Hon’ble У. S. Srinivasa Sastri 


ly К. А. Nilakanta Sastre 


V. P. Madhava Rao 


by Rajadharmaprasakta 


Т, Singaravelu Миаайаг 


T. В. Venkatarama Sastri 


by К. Г. Krishnaswami Ayyar 


V. Krishnaswami Iyer 


by К. В. Ramaswami Sastri 


S. Kasturi Ranga Iyengar 
(Contributed) 


S. Muthiah Mudaliar 


by R. Kandasamy Moopanar 


Srinivasa Ramanujan 
by N. Hari Rao 


Professor К. Sundararama Iyer 
by В. Aravamudu Iyengar 


11 


24 


bo 
к 


4 


о е жу, 
“Rao Bahadur A+ О..Ргапаіагі ага, Iyer 
Ly М: Subramanian 
Dr, В. Rangachari 
| by K. Balasubramanta Aiyar 


Dewan Bahadur А. У. Ramalinga Aiyar 
by A. Chandrasekharan 


С. В. Pattabhirama Iyer 

Dewan Bahadur Srimivasaraghava Ayyangar 

Rao Bahadur N. Krishnaswami Ayyangar 
SECTION ІШ REMINISCENCES 


A Message 
by К. 8. Ramaswami Sastri 


My Recollections 
by N. Gorindaraja Iyengar 


Some Reflections 
by $. Ratnam 


My College 
by K. 5. Patrachariar 


Reminiscences 
by М. R. Rajagopalan 


Reminiscences 
by Dr. К.С. Chakko 


The Early Twentics 
by ©. Narasimhan 


Memoirs of a Misfit 
by N. Raghunathan 


Reminiscences of my College Days 
by L, 8, Vaidyanathan 


Centenary Souvenir 
64 
65 
68 
71 
72 


13 


76 
78 
80 
82 
88 
93 


94 
98 


101 











Sri SRI PRAKASA, 
Governor of Madras. 


wy 


% Й 
— அம்‌ அகச்‌ 31) | 
t LE <. 


A 


> 
Y 


‹ — та Th eee றக்க : bn 2 
Жіп" CON састы 





A VIEW Across THE RIVER 


Contents 


Reminiscences 
by С. В. Lakshmivaraha Iyengar 


My Reminiscences 
by R. Kandaswami Moopanar 


My Reminiscences of the College 
by №. Б. Kedari Rao 


Reminiscences 
бу $. Aravamudha Iyengar 
by V. Rajarama Iyer 


நூற்றாண்டு மங்கலம்‌ 
by М. Kanakaraja Iyer 


SECTION IV 
Mm. Pandit Rangachariar 


Mm. R. V. Krishnamachariar 
by В. Appannachar 


Thiyagaraja Chettiar 
by A. Krishnamurthi 


ஐம்மணி மாலை 
by G. Govindarajan 


Our Canoe Club 
by L. Rajagopalan 


The K. C. O. B. Association 
by С. Г. Aravamudha Iyengar 


Sri Kumbakona Angala Vidyalayah 
by K. L, Vyasaraya Sastri 


Vande Mataram 
by R. K. Parthasarathi 


Acknowledgement 


106 


110 


Editorial 


“Men may come and men may go 
But ‘I go on for ever,” 


sings the Cauvery, and the College standing on the banks, says in 
majestic silence, - “And so do I.” But both the Cauvery and the 
College havé the magic power of transforming all metals into gold; 
for, how many. are the gems fashioned by them and sent forth to 
light up the wide world !- 


“Silently one by one, in the infinite meadows of heaven, 
Blossomed the lovely stars, the forget-me-nots of the angels.” 


They shed their benign light from afar, lest we stumble in our 
way. To them, in love and gratitude, we offer our homage. 


This souvenir is intended as a humble tribute to the distin- 
guished Old Boys, Principals and Professors of the College, who 
have earned for it an honourable position in the educational world 
and aS a commemoration of its completion of a hundred years of 
Service in guiding generations of students and equipping them 
for their mission in life. The Centenary Celebrations held 
under the august auspices of the Governor and Ministers of our 
State, leading educationists and eminent Old Boys, are but the 
beginning of another era of dedicated service. We are painfully 
conscious of the limitations in bringing out such a volume to syn- 
chronize with the Celebrations, a record of which will necessarily 
have to be postponed to a later issue. The Old Boys and Professors 
who figure in the following pages are but a few of the brilliant 
array of eminent men, each great in his own line, and the 
articles are memorials and not critical appraisals of their life 
and work. Their noble example will inspire generations of 
students in the future to strive for the noblest ideals of life. 


Our sincere thanks are due to the several gentlemen who 
have contributed articles and photos at short notice; to the 
Registrar, Annamalai University and the Director, All India 
Radio, Madras, for the blocks kindly lent by them and the Cauvery 


Colour Press for the efficient and speedy execution of the work. 
: 
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Messages 


Dn. S. RADHAKRISHNAN, 
Vice-President of indias 


I am very pleased to know that the Kumbakonam College 
which has been. famous in the educational history in South India will 
soon celebrate its Centenary. It has produced a large number of 
very distinguished men, public servants and scholars. 


I hops in 
future also it will continue to de so. 


MAULANA ABUL KALAM AZAD, 
Minister for Education, India: 


I am desired by Maulana Saheb to thank you for 
tion to attend the Centenar 


that he regrets it w 


your invita- 
y Celebrations of your College and to say 
Ш not be possible for him to do so, on account 
of other engagements, He sends his good wishes on the occasion. 


RAJKUMARI AMRIT Kaur, 
Minister for Health, India: 


Rajiumasi Amrit Kaur is very gl 


ad to know that this College, 
which has prod 


uced such eminent men like the late Rt. Hon. V.8. 8. 
Sastri and Ramanujam, is shortly to complete the 100th year of its 
oxicbenco. Much as she would have hiked to participate іп the 
Centenary Celebrations she regrets inunonsely her inability to 
do so as she has already undertaken to tour West Bengal 
about this time in response to а long-standing invitation from 
there. She has aske Я 


d ше to send you her best wishes for the 
success of the Centenary Celebrations. 


AS 





THE HoN’BLE SRI К. KAMARAJ NADAR, 
Chief Minister. 
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CAUVERI AND THE COLLEGE 


Messages 


SRI CHINTAMAN DESHMUKH, 
Minister for Finance, India: 


Í am desired by Shri Chintaman Deshmukh, Minister for 
Finance, Government of India, to acknowledge with thanks the receipt 
of your letter dated the 25th August and to say that be wishes the 
institution well and felicitates 'i$ on the occasion of its Centenary 
Celebrations. 


SRI SANTHANAM, 
Lieutenant Governor, Yindhya Pradesh: 


Thank you for the kind invitation to preside on one of the days 
during the Centenary Celebrations of the Kumbakonam College. I 
regret that it will not be possible for me to be away from here in Octo- 
ber. бо, I have to content myself with sending my heartiest felicita- 
tions and good wishes to the College on this great occasion. 


The Kumbakonam College has played a great part in the life 
and development of our district and Tamilnad during the last hundred 
years. I have every hope that its record of service for the next 


hundred years will be even greater. 
.+ ж. + 
Hon'BLE Мв. JUSTICE М. С. MAHAJAN, 
Chief Justice of India; : 


It is indeed very nice of you to invite me to the Centenary of 
your College. I wish the celebrations a great success. 1 very much 
regret that I shall not be able to be personally present at the great func- 
tion as it.is nob possible for me to get out of my court. 


* * > 


SRI KASTURI SRINIVASAN, 
Managing Editor, THE HINDU: 


1 am grateful to you for your kind invitation to the Contonary 
Celebrations of the Kumbakonam College early in October. I am afraid 
I may not be able to attend them owing to other engagements. 


I wish the celebrations all success. 
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Sm. RUKMINE. DEVI ARUNDALE: 


Thank you for your letter of the 16th instant. I am very 
glad to know Най you have been so successful in gathering so 
many eminent ШЕ to preside over various functions during 
the Centenazy Celebrations of the College. I hope all the meetings 
will go very well. 


Wish the Kumbakonam College Centenary every success. 


PATTABHI SUPARAMATYA, 

Governor, Madhaya Pradesh 
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SRI В. G. KHER, 


India's High Commissiner in London 
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A Century of Progress 


In the historic town of Kumbakonam, on the northern 
bank of the sacred Cauvery, away from the din and dust of 
the town, a Provincial School started functioning in October 
1854, three years before the State Universities of Calcutta, 
Bombay and Madras were incorporated. The School was then 
housed in an old pile of buildings given by the Senior Rani of 
Tanjore. It is said that the real founder of the School was Dewan 
Bahadur R. Raghunatha Rao whose pial school for teaching 
English to the children of his friends and neighbours became 
the nucleus of the Provincial School and later the College. 
There is reason to believe that, for some time at least, Kumba- 
konam was the capital of the Chola kings and if appears 
that Raghunatha, the Nayak King of Tanjore, came here to 
be crowned on the banks of the sacred river. In the palmy 
days of the Mahratta Dynasty at Tanjore, the building 
must have been one of the royal palaces. But by 1854, it 
was a “straggling one with patched floor, broken doors and 
windows, and plaster coming off in places.” 


The new institution was lucky in securing the services 
of a few young, energetic and high-minded Englishmen and 
Indians imbued with a missionary zeal to tend it in its 
infancy. For eight years, Mr. Henry Fortey, Mr. Е.С. Cald- 
well and Mr. Т. Marden successively officiated as Headmasters. 
It was іп 1863 that the School came to be associated with 
Mr. W. A. Porter who, for his untiring work in upgrading 16 and 
raising its prestige, will ever be remembered in grateful 
veneration. A year after his coming, the High School was 
raised to a Second Grade College and the lowest classes had 
to be abolished for want of accommodation. It is interesting 
to note that there were then only four Colleges in the whole 
of South India, the others being St. Joseph's College, Trichino- 
poly (1844), Presidency College, Madras (1853), Noble College, 
Masulipatam (1864), and the Madras Christian College (1865). 
In 1867 the В. A. classes were opened, and the first batch of 
students appeared for the B. A. Degree Examination in 
Mathematics and History in 1809. Mr. V. P. Madhava Rao who 
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won laurels as the Dewan of Travancore, Mysore and Baroda, had 
been one. of the first batch of our graduates. The results continued 
to be so splendid that in 1872 the Director of Public Instruction 
commented that “the College promised to be the Cambridge 
of South India,” «and the Government admitted that “judged from 
the results, the Provincial Callege, Kumbakonam, ‘takes the 
foremost place in the Presidency.” Among the graduates of 
the year 1872-73, mention may be made of Mr. В. Hanumantha, 
Rao and Prof. К. Sundararama Iyer, both of whom distin- 
guished themselves as Lecturers in the same College. 


Mr. Porter’s attention was directed not only towards 
improving the results at the University Examinations but 
also the construction of an artistic pile of buildings with a 
tower in the middle. The new building, in many respects, 
was а reconstruction of the old one, with very few changes, 
It may truly be said of him that he found the College brick 
and left it marble. For about 15 years, except for brief 
intervals of absence on leave, he presided over the destinies 
of the College, and his able assistant Mr. Gopala Rao, one of 
the founder-members of the institution, continued the work 
during his absence and later acted as Principal for four 
years (1878 бо 82). It was during his time that Philosophy 
classes were started for the В.А. Course and a Lecturer in 
Philosophy was appointed (1880). | 


The citizens of Kumbakonam, in loving memory of these 
bwo pioneers, have built the Porter Town Hall and the Gopala 
Rao Library in the heart of the town. 


Our next Principal, Mr. G. Н. Stuart, (who afterwards became 
Principal, Presidency College, 1892-99, and Director of Public 
Instruction, Madras) took particular care in beautifying the 
premises of the College by deepening the pool and clearing 
it of weeds, by planting a large number of trees and laying 
а pathway all round the compound. During those days under- 


graduates wore caps with shirts or coats and the dress regu- 
lations were strictly enforced. | | 


In 1885 Mr. J.B. Bilde 


Е: rbeck (who afterwards became 
Principal, Presidency College, 


in succession to Mr. Stuart), 
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А Century of Progress 48. 


took over the administration and held that post for three different 
poriods: 1885-87, 1889-90 and 1895-97. The tree-planting work 
of his predecessor was continued. In 1835 the sanction of 
the Secretary of State was received for the re-organisation 
of the College courses so as to enable it to give 
instruction in all optional subjects of the new Arts 
Curriculum, excepting Biology. The College provided 
instruction in Sanskrit and Tamil and in Physical 
Science, Mathematics, Logic (or Philosophy) and History. 
The strength of the College in 1887 was 68 in the two B.A. 
Classes and 178 in the two F.A. classes. In 188) the College 
was disaffiliated in Physical Science, which was revived later 
only in 1916. It was in 1887 that the Subrahmaniam Hndowment 
of Rs. 5000/- was founded. “ Arrangements were finalized for the 
award of the Morris Essay Prize for English and the Beauchamp 
and Mooppanar Prizes for English Composition, Physical Science, 
Moral Science and Mathematics. 


During the period of Mr. J. H. Stone, 1890-94 who subse- 
quently became Principal of the Madras Presidency College 
(1906 to 1915) and Director of Public Instruction, a dramatic 
section was started as part of the activities of the Literary 
Society. The Edward Bird Scholarship was instituted. Foot- 
ball became a popular game. Mr. E. W. Middlemast, Rao 
Bahadur Sadhu Seshayya, Rao Bahadur C. Nagoji Rao, Mr. A. A. 
Hall and Mr. J. M. Hensman who acted as Principals during 
1821-1900 tried to maintain the high traditions of the College. 
But by 1827 the strength of the College had fallen to 159 
(48 in B. A. classes and 116 in the Е. A. classes) and the 
results of both the F. A. and В. А. Examinations came in for 
severe criticism at the hands of the Director. The fall in the 
strength of the College was variously explained, but a glance 
at the district-war distribution of students then at Presidency 
College showed that the maximum number of students were 
attracted to that Metropolitan institution from the Tanjore 
District. Only Mathematics, History and Physiology were taught 
for F.A. Philosophy was fast losing its popularity and so it 
was temporarily abolished in 1838, but resuscitated two years 
after. Sadhu Seshayya and Pandit Rangachariar who had been 
associated with the College almost from the beginning of its 


existence retired in 1897. 
3 
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From 1898 to 1907 the strength of the College slowly but 
steadily rose to 237 but it sounds strange to us that the Principal 
should complain, “The F. A. classes are unmanageably large. 
The results at University Examinations continued 62 be “unsa- 
tisfactory” and “very disappointing.” Mathematics had given 
way to History in the matter of popularity. The construction 
of the Victoria Jubilee Hostel was rapidly progressing. In that 
year Mr. J. M, Hensman retired after a long period of service most 
of which was confined to the Kumbakonam College. 


When Principal Duncan was transferred to Presidency 
College, Rao Bahadur C. Nagoji Rao again acted as Principal. 
The Hostel, after 18 years of spade work, was opened on Ist 
August 1905 with Sri P. У. Seshu Lyer' as the first Superintendent. 


The cost was met partly from subscriptions and partly from 
Provincial Funds. 


Mr. T. O. Hodges who became Principal in 1906 was по 
lover of spoon-feeding and examinations. Work in the Library 
was encouraged and the number of formal lectures was lessened. 
The Principal encouraged the students to read extensively and 
cultivate the habit of making digests of what was read. In 
1908 the College was affiliated in Group I (Mathematics and 
Science) for the В. A. The Library was shifted to its present 
abode and the rooms (now 7 & 8) were converted into a Laboratory. 
Apparatus worth about Rs. 14,000/- was got directly from England 
and practical workin Physics and Chemistry was arranged for. 
The pioneering work of Mr. T. K. Hanumantha Rao, Lecturer 
іп Physical Science, cannot be too highly praised. Mr. Hodge3's 
strictness in detentions and promotions was warmly supporbed 
by the Director, who commented, “The report bears evidence 
of progress in almost every direction. The Principal 18 Sparing 
no pains to infuse the true academic spirit into the staff and 
students and turn out men and not merely graduates.” In 1906 the 


results were brilliant and the College regained its glory in academic 
distinction. 


In 1910 when Му, 
of Schools, Mr. 
of the Oollege 
tioned by 0 


Hodges was transferred as Inspector 
J. А. Yates was appointed Principal. The Strength 
was now only 127, A sum of Rs. 97,500 was sanc- 
overnment for the construction of new buildings 
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and improvements to the old ones. Plans and estimates for 
the construction of quarters for the Principal were approved and 
a sum of Rs. 14,050 was sanctioned, but the idea was finally aban- 
doned in 1911. Mr. Yates found himself cramped for want of 
space both in the playgrounds and the laboratories, and set to 
work with indefatigable energy in putting up temporary sheds for 
class-rooms and in acquiring the ground lying east to the College 
as far as the present boundary wall. But practically no games 
except Tennis could be played because the new grounds had not 
been levelled and the other parts Were covered with materials for 
the construction of the present English Hall (Room 23) and the 
Physics Block. But before Mr. Yates left the institution in 1914, 
he had the satisfaction of seeing his labours crowned with success. 
The new blocks of buildings comprising the present Room No. 23 
and the Physics laboratory and workshop were completed by the 
end of 1913 and for the first time in the history of the College, the 
Principal could speak with pride of the grounds and games 
equipment. А great variety of subjects was offered in the 
Intermediate Course—Mathematics, Physics & Chemistry; Ancient 
History, Modern History and Logic. The Principal was con- 
gratulated on “the continued efficiency ” as indicated in the 
results. Principal Yates was primarily responsible for the 
introduction of Hockey in this College. Besides, he constructed 
a Gymnasium and set up a Fives Court. Compound walls 
were erected to the North and East of the compound and 
at the main gate a lodge was constructed for the ‘groundman’ to 
prevent cattle from straying into the playgrounds. In the hot 
and humid climate of Kumbakonam, Mr. Yates found 15 
necessary to fit up punkahs in a few rooms, and this relic of 
ancient days still continues in the College fighting a heroic 
battle against the upstart electric fans which threaten to take 


their place, 


A great stride was taken in the expansion of the College. 
during the time of Mr. R. M. Statham. With the untiring 
energy of a young man, he threw himself heart and soul into the 
many-sided development of the College. He roused the public 
of Kumbakonam to action and ап Old Boys Association was 
formed, which has, ever since, taken an abiding interest in the 
affairs of their Alma Mater and secured several endowments for. 
scholarships/and prizes to aid and encourage poor and deserving . 
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students. ТҺ6 first Old Boys' Day was celebrated in April 1915. 
It was under his aegis that the Kumbakonam College Magazine 
(then ‘called the Journal of the Kumbakonam College Literary 
Society) was started. The Magazine has been the organ of the 
College Union and it has fulfilled іп ample measure 163 
object of being “a memory of the past and a mirror for the 
present, a link between old and new.” | 


The old Boat Club which had been long defunct was 
revived by Rao Sahib Р, Rajagopala Iyer, Lecturer in Physics, 
with the support and blessings of Mr. Statham, and the 
Canoe Club attached to our College is now one of its unique 
features. Sir Henry Stone, Director of Public Instruction, 
in his review of the Administration report for 1915-16, praised 
the Principal for “the great interest taken by Mr. Statham 
in regard to the Physical culture of the students.” 


Mr. Statham quickened the Dramatic Club into new life 
and since then for several years the staging of Shakespeare 
has been a regular feature of the extra-curricular work of the 
College. A Musical Society was brought into being, but it 
does not seem to have survived long after the departure of 
Mr. Statham, The Students’ Co-operative Society was started 
under his guidance. 


Mr. Statham strongly condemned the system of study 
Which encouraged the cramming of notes and reproducing them 
without assimilating the substance. He exercised great tact 
in smoothly tiding over the political crisis and its inevitable 
influence upon academic life. He bitterly complained against 
the insanitary conditions of the town which led to the prevalence 
of elephantiasis and the sporadic outbreak of cholera and 
Smallpox. In spite of financial Stringency brought about by 
the war, additional buildings were put up, new courses started 
and additional stafí —teaching and clerical—appointed. Tamil 
and Sanskrit now came to be taught under Group VI, though 
the groups seem to have never attracted any large number 
of students. In 1916, Physical Science (Group II A) which 
had been abolished in 183) was revived and the Departments 
of Physics and Chemistry were re-organised under separate 
Chief Lecturers, The new Chemistry Laboratory built at a cost 
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of about Rs. 24000 was completed in 1919 and the Chemistry 
Department was shifted to its new habitation. Mr. Statham 
had the generosity to report that it was “an imposing additign: 
bearing the zealous care of Мг. Т, К. Hanumantha Rao.” After 
Mr. Porter and Rao Sahib T. Gopala Rao, the College is most 
indebted to the fostering care ef Mr. Statham who continued to 


cherish this affection all his life. 


Rao Sahib P. Rajagopala Iyer is best remembered as the 
father of the Canoe Club and even before he became Principal, he 
had received congratulations from the Director “on his successful 
initiation of water sports.” He was able to build and launch 
several canoes and to conduct the first annual Regatta in 1919. 
He put up a rivetment on the river bank to prevent erosion. 
Basket-ball was introduced. In magnanimous humility he 
admitted that his predecessor “showed the way as to how a 
College could be a living reality.” It was Mr. Rajagopala Iyer 
who first conceived the idea of forming a College Union as 
“a federation of all College Societies” which conducted contests 
in elocution and essay both in English and Tamil, and staged 
English, Tamil and Sanskrit dramas. The first College Day 
was celebrated in 1920 with Sir С. Sankaran Nair аз President. 
During the Mahamakam Festival the Principal tok the 
initiative in organizing a volunteer corps to help the huge 
concourse of pilgrims and it is needless to say these volunteers 
were the forerunners of our Social Service League. The fame 
of the College steadily rose and students from distant Malabar 
and Travancore were attracted to it. For several years a 
separate mess was conducted for the sake of the Malabar 
boys. The Seshayya Sastri fund was instituted for the award 
of a silver medal to the student who secured the highest 
number of marks in Mathematics in the Intermediate Юхаті- 
nation. In 1921, with the advent of a popular ministry, an 
admission committee was constituted for regulating the 
admissions to the College. The strength of the College had 
steadily increased and at the end of 1922-23 it was 847. 


Mr. Р. У. Seshu Iyer, 1. E.S., who was the first Indian 
to be confirmed іп that office, took charge in February 1924 
and continued the work of his predecessors in extending the 
rivetment to the eastern side and in promoting the literary 
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and histrionic activities cf the College Union. In his time, 
Mr. T. K. Hanumantha Rao retired, buti before, retirement, he 
laboured hard on the preparation of a revised and up-to-date 
catalogue of the books in the library. A Rover troop was 
started under Mr. Damodara Kini who had been appointed 
in the vacancy of Mr, Hanumantha Rao. 


Мт. М. С. 5. Ananthapadmanabha Rao's period (1927 to 1929) 
witnessed the entry into the College of our first woman stu- 
dent (1928) who must have felt terribly ill.at ease іп 
the midst of about 300 boys. The Intermediate courses of 
study were re-organised and Indian History became a sub- 
ject of study in this College for the first time. The first 
science exhibition to be organised in this College was in 
1928-29. The library catalogue was revised and printed. 


Mr. 5. Е. Ranganathan who succeeded as Principal held 
that office only for a few days. Dr. S. R. U. Savoor took 
over charge on 24th June 1929. The first appointment of a Physi- 
cal Director was in 1930. The partition which divided the present 
English Lecture Hall into separate Lecture rooms was removed 
for conducting meetings, and a permanent dais was put up ` 
at the eastern part of it to serve as a stage. The gallery in 
the present Library Hall was completed in 1930. Dr. Savoor 
raised a pathway to the south of the Library (now enclosed to 
serve aS a reading room) with a terraced roof over it. The 
Adult Night School was inaugurated on 8rd November 1930. 
The Diamond Jubilee of the College was celebrated with great 
enthusiasin from 19th to 25th January 1931. The Rt. Hon'ble 
У. S. Srinivasa Sastri English  Oratorical contest, open 
to .all Colleges in the Districts of South Arcot, Tanjore 


Tiruchirapally, Ramnad and Madurai, was first held 
in 1980-81. 


Dr. Savoor was followed for short intervals by Mr. K. R. 
Ramaswami Ayyangar, І. E.S, Mr. К. 8. Patrachariar, Mr. 
М. 5. H. Thompson, I. E. S. and Mr. Statham until in 
January 1932, Mr. A. Chakravarti, І Е. S. took charge. The 
Mathematics-Chemistry Extension (the present Rooms No, 14 


& 15) was completed in February 1982 and the present Canoe 
Shed in March, 
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In 1932 Philosophy was abolished as а subject for В. А. 
In 1936 Mrs. Kamala Rangachari endowed four scholarships in 
memory of her late lamented husband Dr. 8, Rangachari, one of 
the most distinguished “Old Boys' of our College. During the 
time of Mr. Chakravarti, the strength of the College continued 
to fall until ato last in 1937 *it reached the alarmingly low 
figure of 175, and it was feared that the institution would be 
ultimately closed. The crisis was, however, averted and there- 
after the strength of the College rose steadily, and to-day we 
һауе on our rolls 1023 students. 


A Century of Progress 


In February 1937, Prof. К. S. Patrachariar (Mathematics) 
retired after 35 years of meritorious service and іп September 
Prof. К. 8. Vaidyanatha Ayyar (English). “The Director can testify 
from personal knowledge to the high standard of Sri Vaidyanatha 
Ayyar's professional work and personal example,” was the 
tribute of Mr. Papworth. 


Mr. C. М. Ganapathy Iyer succeeded to the Principalship 
of the College in July 1938 when Mr. Chakravarti retired. 
With the retirement of Mr. P. Narasimham, the post of Lecturer 
in Philosophy was abolished, but Gr. HI B. Philosophy was 
introduced for the B. A. Course. The results were “very 
satisfactory” and showed “distinct improvement.” Thanks to 
the zeal of Sri N. Ramani, Lecturer in English, and the collabora- 
tion of other members of the staff, the books in the Library were 
thoroughly classified and the present revised catalogue was 
issued in 1940. It was then that the ticket system was introdu- 
ced for issue of books. The Students’ Co-operative Society 
was placed in Class “A” instead of “B”. The Pranatharthihara 
Iyer Prize for our best Mathematician in the В. A. or В. Sc. 
examination was endowed by his son Sri М. Р, Sitarama lyer. 


In 1942, Dr. K.C. Chakko joined duty as Principal. His 
regime was marked by a steady rise in the strength of the 
College. Except for the solitary phenomenon of a girl student 
in 1928-80, the College was monopolized by the stronger 
sex till 1943 when about ten women students came in for 
higher education. Owing to the War, practically no 
improvements or extensions could be sanctioned by the 
Government for some years, and if - Dr. Chakko was 
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ably to put ав a bridge across the Cauvery in 1943, it was 
due to the mtinificence of Sri Aramanai Ramaiyer. Dr. Chakko 
was suecessful in getting sanction for organising a contingent 
of the newly formed U. О. T. С. and infusing a military spirit 
into our students. The Dr. U. V.Swaminatha Iyer Tamil 
oratorical contest was first i&stituted in 1918 by the Tamil 
Peravai and this competition, like the Rt. Hon'ble V. S. S. Sastri 
English oratorical contest, is now being conducted by the 
College Union on an inter-collegiate basis to perpetuate the 
memory of that great scholar. 


When Principal Chakko's services were leat to the 
Annamalai University, Sri Т. М. Margasahayam Chettiar officia- 
ted as Lecturer-in-charge. B. Sc. Classes with Mathematics 
and Physics as Main subjects started work in July 1915, In 
the same year, when the Director of Public Instruction, 
Dr. Savoor, visited the College, the Old Boys waited in depu- 
tation on him and urged the necessity for introducing Chemistry 
as the Main subject for the B.Sc. Course, Natural Science 
for the Intermediate Course and Honours Courses in Mathe- 
matics and Philosophy. By the beginning of the next year, 
the new Natural Science Block was completed and the long-felt 


deficiency of Group. II. in the Intermediate Course was made 
good with 48 students. 


Dr. Karamchand Wade, who took over charge as Principal, 
in 1946, was a talented and humorous speaker. In his time 


the College was affiliated in Chemistry as a Main subject for 
B. Sc. 


Sri D. Namasivayam’s Principalship (July 1948 to August 
1951) witnessed a rapid increase in the number of students 
on our rolls, The various Associations were quickened into 
activity, and their working was regulated and systematised. 
Student representatives were encouraged to take initiative in 
extra-curricular and athletic activities and thus opportunity 
was offered for self-government and leadership. The U, О. Т. С. 
was replaced by a contingent of М. С. С, with a sanctioned 
Strength of 5 officers and 155 other ranks, The Adult Night 
School was re-organised and brought under the Social Service 
League. A separate day came to be allotted for the annual 





The Hon'ble Sri. С. SUBRAMANIAM, 
Minister for Education. 
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celebration of the birthday of Ramanujan, the Mathematical 
prodigy who fixed Kumbakonam on the educational map of “ble” 
world. Prof. K. Aravamudha Iyengar (History) retired in 1918, 
Prof. N. R. Kedari Rao (English) and Prof, G. Ramachandra 
Iyer (Mathematics) retired in 1949, 


It was in July 1949 that for the first time in our history 
a lady joined the teaching staff of the College when 
the number of women students was 90. Though the 
percentage of women students was low at first, the num- 
ber has steadily increased and we have now reached the sanc- 
tioned strength. 


The College was confronted with the- problem of 
accommodating the swelling numbers in each class. The building 
intended for about 309 students had now t9 provide 
accommodation for nearly 1090. Plans and estimates for the 
construction of a new building at a cost of Rs. 28 lakhs were 
submitted to Government, but before sanction was accorded, 
the cost of building materials had risen and the estimates had 
to be revised and raised із 36 lakhs. The imposing new 
Arts Block was completed in a considerably short period of 
time, and was formally opened in February 1952 by Sri Т.К, 
Palaniappan, Г. A.S., Collector of Tanjore. 


In August 1951 Sri D. Namasivayam was transferred to 
Coimbatore and since then Sri T. N. Bhima Rao, Sri V. 
Narayanaswami and Sri V. Gowrisankaran successively offici- 
ated as Lecturers-in-Charge for about a year. On Ist August 
1952 Major (then Captain) S. Parthasarathi took over the 
administration. The Principal moved into the new Block and 
the Principal’s old room directly overlooking the river was 
placed at the disposal of the Staff Social Club. The old 
Office room was vacated for the sectional library attached to 
the Chemistry Department. A spacious hall in the new 
buildings was allotted to the N. C. C. and the Lecturers in 
English, Tamil, Mathematics and Economics occupied separate 
rooms in the Arts Block. Thus the congestion against which 
we have been struggling for several years was greatly relieved. 


With an unswerving will, a love of regularity, order 
and discipline and a great capacity for sustained work, Major 
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$. Parthasarathi infused a new spirit into the members of staff 
‘and exhorted the students to take the maximum benefit from 
their stay ab the College. Guardians were periodically informed 
of their wards’ conduct and their progress in studies. His love 
of Beauty and neatness manifested itself in the raising of 
gardens and the planting of trees. 


To-day the strength of the College is 1023, including 55 
women and 36 Harijans. The strength of the teaching staff, 
excluding the Principal, is 6 Lecturers inthe Madras Educational 
Service, 80 Assistané Lecturers, 19 Demonstrators and 
Tutors, 1 Physical Director and 1 Physical Training 
Instructor. The clerical strength is 11 including 1 Librarian, 
1 Mechanic, 1 Store-keeper and one Sergeant. As this is the only 
College in this large and enlightened district there is considerable 
scope for expansion not so much in number аз in a diversification 
of courses of studies aud in the provision of a spacious Meeting- 
and-Examination Hall and a Reading Room. The University has 
taken up a stand which does not approve of the starting of 
Honours Courses in the mofussil, but affiliation can be sought for 
in Geography, Elements of Commerce and Electrical Engi- 
neering for the Intermediate, and Geography, Commerce 
Psychology, Botany, and Zoology for the Degree Classes. 


Government College, Kumbakonam, is a proud mother who 
reckons as her sons several men who have made their mark in life. 
If the record of the past is so glorious, the future in the wake of our 
national Independence is bound to be pregnant with great possi- 
bilities. Now that the chronicler has come to the end of his 
task, he cannot help trying to peer with his  bleared 
eyes into the distant future; the firmament behind is 
studded with many bright stars but, looking forward, one sees 
a bright galaxy, each member being indistinguishable, but all 
together producing a bright halo and extending beyond the 
limits of mortal vision. 


7. а. М. 
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THE HoN'BLE SRI M. BHAKTHAVATSALAM, 
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Sir P. S. Sivaswathi” Ayyar 


Born on the 7th February 1864, Mr. Sivaswami Аууағ was 
the eldest among the four s5ns of Mr. Sundaram Ayyar, а 
native of Pazhamaneri village, who was practising as a lawyer 
at Tanjore. Hoe received his early education at the S. P. G. 
High School there and studied English under Dr. Marsh, an 
eminent educationist to whom he used to refer with affection 
and respect. It was in those days that’ an intimate friendship 
commenced between him and the late Mr. V. Krishnaswami 
Ayyar, So intimate indeed that (to use his own words) they were 
regarded as “inseparables” and they were referred to as the 
‘Siamese twins’ by Mr. Thompson, the Principal of the Presidency 
College (Madras) which they joined for their B. A. course after 
completing their First in Arts Course at the Government College, 
Kumbakonam. This close Association between the two friends 
seems to have lasted about ten years; thereafter, the tempera- 
mental differences between the two evidently became too pro- 
nounced to permit the continuance of the same relationship. After 
taking his Law Degree, Mr. Sivaswami Ayyar joined Mr. Balajee 
Row as an apprentice-at-law. He has said that Һе joined Mr. 
Row both because Mr. Row was a friend of his father and also 
because “he thought it desirable to acquire some knowledge of 
practice on the Original Side. He was enrolled іп 1885. His 
practice at the bar did not perhaps grow as rapidly as that of 
Some of his contemporaries, but by the beginning of the new 
century he had come to hold a respected position. He was опе 
of the joint Editors of the Madras Law Journal between 1893 and 
1907 (the other Editors being Messrs. Krishnaswami Ayyar and 
Sundara Ayyar) and he represented the Madras University Consti- 
tuency in the local Legislative Council between 1904 and 1907. 
Towards the end of 1907, he was appointed Advocate-General and 
he held that office till February 1912 when he was appointed a 
member of the Governor’s Executive Council. When he retired 
from the Council early in 1917, he had to decide whether to resume 
practice at the bar or not. Though he was only 58 at the time,* 
he decided not todo so. He spent the remaining 29 years of his ` 
life in cultured retirement except for the three years (1920 to 23) 
during which he served as a nominated member of the Imperial 
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Legislative Council. It used to be said that he was once asked 
by the late Professor Ranganatha Mudaliar what he would Jike 
to do if he had the option and the -opportunity to do as he liked 
and he replied that he would be happy to find himself in a good 
library reading When aud what he pleased. It is therefore no 
wonder that he preferred to spend<the years of his retirement as а 
student of literature, both English and Sanskrit. He had collected 
a good library; he was such a great lover of books that he insisted 
on their being handled carefully and delicately. And even during 
the busy years of his professional life, he found some time every 
day (and more time en holidays) to devote to his favourite 
studies. 


His interests and activities were many-sided; but it seems 
proper to refer first fo his life at the bar. It will be no exagge- 
ration to say that he set for himself the highest standard of 
professional conduct. Glimpses of what his views on the subject 
were may be gathered from observations made by him in the 
course of the lectures which he delivered to the apprentices in 
law during 1918, under the title ‘Reminiscences of the Bar 
(published in the Madras Law J ournal) He held that an advocate 
must not identify himself with his client bu must cultivate a 
sense of detachment even while sympatbizing with the client and 
trying to do his best for him, His sense of an advocate's respon- 
sibility and duty to the Court was so high that on one occasion he 
felt bound to bring to the notice of the Court an authoritative 
ruling which was adverse to his client's case, even when the other 
side seemed to be unaware of it. The chent inevitably lost his 
case as a result, but the presiding J udge (Sir Subramanya Ayyar) 
expressed his appreciation of Mr. Sivaswami Ayyar’s sense of 
responsibility. He had a scrupulous sense of fairness and insisted 
that no advocate should be harassed by interruptions in the course 
of his argument. His arguments were the result of careful 
preparation; he relied on the merits of his arguments and never 
attempted to be rhetorical or to carry the Judges as it were by 
storm. He would not allow himself to be hustled even by impa- 
tient Judges; slow and deliberate in Speaking, he was punctilious 
-about the correctness of his language and his pronunciation. He 
was ready to show his appreciation of the assistance that he 
received from his juniors whom he helped generously and unosten- 
tatiously; he took a parental interest in them and encouraged 
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them to have confidence in themselves and in their future. 
On one occasion he referred to Mr. Venkatarama Sastriar as his 
‘first-born’; when there was a chance of Mr. Sastriar being tempted 
to accept official appointment as a Subordinate Judge, he gently 
chided him, expressing his own conviction that he was bound, in due 
course, to become one of the leaders of the bar. When Mr. Varada- 
chariar felt diffident about joining the legal profession, Mr. Sivaswami 
Ayyar encouraged him not only by promising to help him during 
his early years at the bar but also by giving expression to his 
own high expectations as to his future. In due course, Messrs. 
Sastriar and Varadachariar were treated by him as his friends and 
confidants and (along with his nephew Mr. Justice P. М. Ramaswami 
Ayyar) they were appointed executors of his will. Though affable 
and courteous to all, Mr. Sivaswami Ayyar extended his friendship 
only to а few persons, chief among whom being 
Mr. У. 5. Srinivasa Sastriar and Mahamahopadhyaya Kuppuswami 


Sastriar, 


The year3 during which he held office as Advocate-General 
and as member of the Council were among the least agreeable to 
high-minded Indians associated with officers in authority. The 
European heads of administration now and again expressed their 
regret that on many matters Mr. Sivaswami Ayyar was not able 
to see eye to eye with them. For instance, he insisted that 
Government should not rely on the plea of limitation or on other 
technical pleas when citizens claimed refund of taxes which had been 
illegally levied but this view did not commend itself to the Govern- 
ment of the day. His tenure as member of Council lay almost 
wholly in the period of an entirely unsympathetic administration, 
that of Lord Pentland; he could do little more than place his 
views on record, with courage and independence. In politics he 
belonged to the ‘Liberal’ School; though his participation in 
politics was not very active, he did not hesitate to express his views 
firmly and clearly whenever occasion called for it. He presided 
over one of the Provincial Conferences in this Presidency and over 
two sessions of the National Liberal Federation. As a member 
of the Legislative Council both here and in Delhi, he was listened 
to with respect because he spoke only after a deep and careful 
study of the subject under discussion. His lectures on ‘The Indian 
Constitutional Problems’ bear evidence of his deep study and 
penetrating insight. 
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Himself a lover .of culture, he took ап abiding 
interest in education. He was for several years a member 
of the Senate of the Madras University and later became Vice- 
Chancellor of the University; in 1932, the University conferred 
on him the LL. D. Degree honoris causa. For some time he- was 
also Vice- Chancellor of the Benazes University. He made muni- 
ficent donations (amounting to several lacs) to the Boys’ High 
School at Tirukkattupalli and to the Girls’ High School at 
Mylapore, and throughout his life he evinced a keen interest 
in their efficient working. He was а great lover of Sanskrit, 
well versed both in «classical literature and іп the Sastras. 
In collaboration with Messrs. Krishnaswami Iyer and 
Kuppuswami Sastriar, he was responsible for the introduction 
of the Siromani course. When the funds endowed by the Tanjore 
Rajas for the encouragement of Sanskrit studies were in 
danger of being diverted to other purposes, he used his 
influence to avert the danger for the time being. In his 
general outlook, Sir Alladi Krishnaswami Iyer rightly described 
him as ‘a conservative wedded to progress’. His intellectual 
approach was rationalistic but his nature was too deeply 
rooted in the ancient heritage of the country to permit him 
to depart very far from moderate orthodoxy. This will be 
seen from his lectures on ‘The Evolution of Hindu Moral 
Ideas’. Classics like the Ramayana, the Mahabharatha and 
the Bhagavatham strongly appealed to him but he found it 
difficult to say whether the appeal was ‘literary’ or ‘religious’. 
About his religious faith, he Said, (quoting Tennyson) I am 
“like a child, crying in the night, crying for light.” He 
regretted that the light he yearncd for Was not vouchsafed 
to him. Surveying his whole life, no h 
it could be given than that contained in the following tribute 
paid by Mr. Srinivasa Sastriar. He was a “man of wide culture, 


things that are clean and 


: of good repute, a man to admire, 
cherish and present to the y 


oung as a shining example”, 


Sir 8. Varadachariar 


SIR P. S. SrvaswAMI AYYAR 


T. R. VENKATARAMA SASTRI 





V. S. SRINIVASA S STRI 





The Rt. Hon’ble У. 5. Srinivasa Sastri 


Some time in 1912 when I was a youth of twenty still studying 
for my M. A. examination in Madras Christian College, I had the: 
good fortune to meet Sri V. S. Srinivasa Sastri for the first time. 
It was only a few years after he had joined the Servants of India 
Society and his great fame and eminence were still in the 
future. From that day to the last moment of his noble life 
it was my privilege to standin a close personal relation with 
him, to be indeed counted as a member of his family, аз he 
once wrote to me. Alike as а novice in the ‘endless adventure’ 
on which he had embarked and as a trusted Privy Councillor 
and Companionof Honour of His Majesty the King of England 
and trusted ambassador of the mighty British Empire, he evinced 
the same human qualities of sympathy, of understanding, grace of 
manner and unerring courtesy to all who went to him for 


anything. 


He did everything with the eye and the hand of an artist 
who combined in himself all that was best in the cultures of the 
East and West. His calligraphy was excellent; he found little 
use for amanuensis or stenographer, and insisted on writing out. 
his own letters and even notes and memoranda. And what a 
glorious letter writer he was! Even a post-card containing nothing 
more than an acknowledgement or an intimation of his moyements 
did not fail to carry ifs own mark of distinction. 


My first meeting with V. S. S. Sastri was in connection with 
a plan I entertained with four other friends—the “five М, A.'s 
of Tinnevelly" as they came to be called by supporters and oppo- 
nents alike—of running the Hindu College, Tinnevelly (now the 
M. D. T. Hindu College) on the lines of the Fergusson College, 
Poona. The scheme was tried for five years (1918—18) and then 
given up; ib never had a fair trial as people had accepted it, as 16 
became clear later, with mental reservations. The five years were a 
time of strain and stress, and Sastri had a large share in guiding 
us along with his dear friends the late Prof. K. B. Ramanathan 
and Sri. P. K.Subba Aiyar of the P. W. D. Secretariat, still fortu- 
nately with us. Atlast, Sastri decided that we had to leave the 
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College to itself, -as -the scheme had proved a failure and 
we had lost everything we stood for except our honour. Later 
he helped me on his own initiative to secure a place in the History 
Department of the Benares Hindu University of which his great 
friend Sir Р. S. Sivaswami Aiyer was then Vice-Chancellor. He 
also took an interest, as I learnt fom common friends (I never got 
the details from him in spite of repeated attempts). in my being 
chosen for the Principalship of the Sri Minakshi College (now the 
Annamalai University ) started by Sir Annamalai Chettiar at 
Chidambaram in 1920. Trecall with much gratification that in 
the midst of all his wanderings and high preoccupations he never 
allowed many months to elapse without vouchsafing some sign— 
generally a letter, at times a fine picture card—that he had not 
forgotten me. And when the time came for my choosing a place 
to live in in Madras, the fact that he was residing in Edward 
Elhot's Road together with his two most valued friends, Sir 
Sivaswami Aiyar and Sri. Т. R. Venkatarama Sastri, had no small 
share in determining my choice. It was one of the major good 
fortunes of my life that I was privileged to live in the vicinity of 
all of them together for well over a decade. 


Born of a poor family, simple in his habits by nature, he took 
the vow of poverty early in life when he entered the Servants of 
India Society under the inspiration he got from Gokhale and, it is 
said, against the protests of some of his friends and relations. 
There were occasions when, in spite of the loving care and fore- 
thought of friends in relatively more affluent circumstances, parti- 
cularly of T. В. V. Sastri, he had to forego the amenities of a com- 
fortable life; never, however, did this seem to influence hig thoughts 
or outlook in the slightest degree. Even his physical ailments (it 
13 known that for several years at the end he was the viétim 
of angina pectoris) did not depress him. He considered cheerful- 
ness almost as a compulsory social duty and was ever ready 
i» meet the numerous visitors of all sorts who crowded on 
him, put them at ease and even entertain them on their 
own level. He had a marvellous capacity to raise the estimate 
each visitor had of himself and to soothe ruffled emotions and 
to shed a benign peace on his surroundings. 


But he was no stranger to indignation or 


| even anger 
when the occasion for it came, 


On public guestions he was 
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always willing to yield on details but would never” compromise 
on matters of principle. His was, he himself once acknow- 
ledged the correctness of the description, of a cross-bencher mind; 
unkind critics were not wanting to tell him: to- his fate that 
he always saw so much more of the other fellow's point of view 
as to forget his own; but éhis was a caricature, and he 
had only a silent smile when he heard such criticism. He 
. must have suppressed many retorts that must have occurred 
to his well-stocked mind and nimble wit; he shunned contro- 
versy at all costs, though in his earlier days he was not 
above entering the lists” in the cause of social reform. In 
politics he was more or less an extremist among moderates 
and a moderate among extremists, He was close friends 
with Mahatma Gandhi though their political opinions and 
strategy were poles apart. He sometimes incurred the ill will 
of persons who missed the point of his harmless jokes, and 
later in life, when he had learnt the lesson, he was never 
tired of warning his younger friends like me that in India 
one makes a joke аб one’s peril. 


He was, as the whole world knows, a superb orator in 
English. Once a turbulent audience іп the Kumbakonam 
Town Hall demanded that he should speak in Tamil hopiñg 
thereby to take the wind out of his sails; but Sastri 
bitterly disappointed them by a most magnificent speech in 
Tamil, superb in every way and marked by rich expression, 
powerful thought and colourful imagery in every part of it. 
Under provocation, he put forth his best effort. He was 
powerful in debate and a great adept in handling hostile 
audiences whether of erring juveniles or of malicious adults. 
All the same, he told me more than once when we happened 
to talk about it, that he felt very nervous before making 
every public speech; he was uneasy till he got through the 
first few minutes, and when he got into his stride he felt 
no difticulty and was perfect- master of himself and the 
situation. He surprised me by confiding to me that his great 
speech in the Imperial Legislative Council on the Seditious 
Meetings Bill (a result of the Rowlatt Inquiry) was one of 
his extempore utterances, that speech I often described 
to him as the ‘male tiger milk speech’ from the simile which 
occurs in the peroration, and I had good reason to think he 
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was very glad he had taken that stand, though, of course, 
its practical effect was nil. 


On several occasions І broached” the subject of his 
writing a full-length biography of Gokhale whom he hailed 
as his master. On the first féw occasions he was encouraging 
and I had hopes that he would take Әр the work; but later 
on he became more and more reluctant to think of it and 
said that he had come to feel that the task was beyond his 
ebbing strength, and that he was not meant to attain literary 
celebrity as the biographer of the most winsome publicist of 
the Indian Nationalist Movement. He turned instead to the 
congenial task of reading and expounding the Ramayana in 
a Series of lectures delivered in the Madras Sanskrit College 
to large and appreciative audiences. Half way through these 
lectures, I fell ill and had to miss several of them. For 
the same reason, I lost touch with him in the last year of 
his life; I know little of his brief last illness and could just 
manage to go to Svagatam to pay my final respects to his 
remains when I heard that the end had’ come. 


His was a high and noble life well and truly lived; he 
aimed high and went very far to attain his ideals. There was 
no truer patriot, no more dutiful son, or affectionate father, 
brother or friend. It is the rightful glory of the Kumbakonam 
College to count him among its great alumni. ` 


К. A. Nilakanta Sastri 





Raja Sabha Bhushana К. В. SRINIVASA [YENGAR Dewan Bahadur С. В. TrrUVENKATACHARIAR 
Ве 4. Member of Executive Council, Mysore. President, College Day 1928. 
President, College Day 1918. 
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Mr. V. P. Madhava Rao 


Mr. V. P. Madhava Rao, an alumnus of the Kumbakonam 
College, had the unique distinction of being the Dewan of three 
Indian States, viz., Mysore, Travancore and Baroda. At ће time 
of the celebration of the Centenary of the College, 16 would be 
useful to take note of the achievements of an alumnus of the 
College, not merely to indicate the great part played by the 
Institution in shaping the life and character of its alumni, but 
also as an example to the present and the future generations of 
the students of this College soas to influence their imagination 
and assure them that they could also achieve such 
distinction as the past students ofthis College have 


achieved. 


Before dealing with the unique achieverpents.of Mr. V. P. 
Madhava Rao in his official and non-official: character, a brief 
mention will be made of his early life. Mr. V, P. Madhava Rao 
came from an ancient family of Mahratta Brahmins, lõng settled 
in Tanjore and supposed to have emigrated from the бабаға 
District in the Bombay Presidency to South India in the wake of 
the Mahratta conquest of Tanjore. Born in 1850, he was educated 
in the Kumbakonam College under the distinguished educationist 
Mr. W. A. Porter (under whose fostcring nurture many of his 
students achieved remarkable distinction); he took the B. A. 
Degree of the Madras University in 1859. Though he did not 
achieve high distinctions in his College career, he was thought of 
very highly by the Principal, on account of his independence of 
thought and personal character. It may be mentioned here that 
теге academic distinction does not usually enable a person to be 
successful in his later life. The influence brought to bear ona 
student by the teachers plays a very great part in Shaping 
the personality and character of a student. The qualities of 
self-discipline, self-control, leadership, a high sense of duty, a 
broad outlook on life and a desire to render public service, all 
these go to make a student successful in later life. The success 
of Mr. Madhava Rao in his later life was due to 
these qualities imbibed by bim during his career in 
this College. 

5 
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In the year 1870, he entered the Mysore service as а 
clerk in the Office of the Guardian to His. Highness the late 
Maharaja of Mysore and became the Head Master of the 
Royal School, where the prince was educated under the 
guardianship of Mr. С. В. Malleson, С. 8. I. His ability and 
character soon attracted the. attention of British officers 
serving under the British Commission who were then admi- 
nistering the Mysore State. He was appointed as Public 
Prosecutor. Several of the British officers under whom he 
served have recorded their very high opinion of the abilities 
and the character. of Mr. Madhava Rao. At the 
‘Rendition’ of Mysore State to His Highness the Maharaja of 
Mysore, he was made a Subordinate Judge. The then 
Dewan Mr. Rangacharlu had picked the ablest of men for 
being appointed as officers under him and Mr. Madhava Rao 
was the youngest of them, another being the late Sir K. 
Seshadri lyer who was а distinguished Dewan of Mysore 
after Мг. Rangacharlu. Mr. Madhava Rao. acquired vast 
administrative experience in various capacities in the State 
service. After serving as a District Officer for about 7 years 
he was appointed Inspector-General of Police and had the 
distinction of being the first Indian to be appointed to that 
office. In the administration of the Police department, he 
Showed rare ability and reorganized it in a way which brought 
him great credit. When plague broke out in Mysore State 
about the year 1897, he was appointed as Plague Commis- 
Sioner and in that capacity he carried out many schemes 
which were of lasting benefit to the people of the State. 
One of the most noteworthy acts which he carried out аз 
Plague Commissioner was the clearance of congestion in 
Bangalore city area which was then most insanitary and un- 
healthy. He opened out extensions in different directions of 
Bangalore city where people were allotted sites to build houses 
with sufficient open space all round go as to have clean sur- 
roundings and healthy atmosphere. His name is ever remem- 
bered by the citizens who are living in Basavangudi and 
Chamarajpet extensions. This scheme started by him has becn 
developed later on and several extensions have since Sprung up 
110. various directions in Bangalore. As Revenue Commissioner he 
showed rare administrative capacity in carrying outseveral measures 
which brought in a large amount of revenue to the State treasury, 
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The remarkable career of Mr. Madhava Rao attracted the 
attention of the Maharaja of Travancore who invited him to take up 
the Dewanship of that State. The experience which Mr. Madhava 
Rao gained in Mysore, he made use of in organizing the various 
departments of that State, the settlement of land revenue, abolition 
of the system of levying heavy fines on service inam lands, the 
reorganization of the Accounts and Finance Departments of the 
State and the introduction of the British system of audit. The 
Excise department was newly organized. The Education depart- 
ment came under his purview and he introduced the system of 
free elementary education for all the backward classes. А most 
noteworthy measure introduced in Travancore was the establish- 
ment of the Representative Assembly of which he had experience 
іп Музоге. This institution was the first of the kind in Indian 
States, under which the citizens of the State had the privilege 
of making direct representations to the high officers of the 
State, 


In the year 1906, he was invited by the Maharaja of Mysore 
to succeed Sir P. N. Krishnamurthy as Dewan. During that 
period the Civil Service was reorganized, the Legislative Council 
for making laws and regulations was established, the executive 
was separated from the judicial work in some Districts and Reve- 
nue and Judicial probationers, Revenue Inspectors and Village 
Accountants were brought under special rules; Co-opcrative Socie- 
ties on the British Indian system were established, and various 
other measures for the welfare of the people of the State were in- 
troduced. When he retired from the office of Dewan, people 
of the State expressed their gratitude for the good services ren- 
dered by him in the highest position he held in the Mysore State. 


In the year 1914, His Highness the Maharaja of Baroda 
invited him to be the Dewan of that State. In that State, one 
could not achieve greatness who had not high character and great 
ability. Under its masterful Ruler who impressed his personality 
on every branch of the administration, mediocrities could not 
thrive. It was therefore of great credit to Mr. V. P. Madhava Rao 
that he was able by his administration to satisfy that astute 
Ruler, His Highness the Gaekwar of Baroda, who ordered a 
statue of Mr. Madhava Rao to be located in the Palace Durbar 


Hall. i | 
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When. he retired from the office of Dewan of Mysore the 
ready acknowledgment -of his claims on the gratitude of the 
country aud е unanimous recognition of his sterling worth by 
all parties, a§,4vell as the opinions expressed by the press at large, 
showed thas Mr. Madhava Rao had- discharged with credit to 
himself «and satisfaction to the . publie. the duties of the 
highest position in one of the “most advanced States of the 
Empire. 


After retirement he travelled widely in India and studied 
the conditions obtaining іп different parts of the Empire. 
He helped His Holiness the late Jagadguru of Sringeri іп 
founding the Sanskrit Institute in Bangalore. . А movement 
was set on foot to make it the centre for combining in the 
study of Sanskrit the Pandit method with the critical method 
of the Western nations. He presided over the Tanjore 
District Conference held at Shiyali in 1913. His address, 
which contained a vigorous attack on the Land Policy of the 
British Government-in-ryotwari tracts, created some sensation. 
He was strongly of opinion that instruction in non-language 
subjects should be imparted through the medium of the regional 
languages and, to facilitate this, he advocated the re-distribution 
of the various provinces on a linguistic basis. 


Mr. Madhava Rao was a man of wide culture, progres- 
sive in his ways, but averse to all violent departure from the 
ancient religious and social system of India which was, in 
his opinion, unrivalled as a scheme for securing the happiness 
of man here below and in his future existence. 


From “this short sketch of the life of Mr. V. P. 
Madhava Rao, one could see- that even within the limited 
scope he had while serving the Indian States under the 
control of the British, he was able to render public service 
to the lasting benefit of the people, that he had a broad out- 
look on life and served the poor withrare sympathy against 
all narrow prejudices, and that he had a regard for the high 
cultural attainments of Hinduism which, he thought, should 
be revived. He had all the qualities required of a states- 
man in modern India—not merely an ideologist but one who 
would carry out his schemes into fruitful results. 





SRI К. S. KRISHNASWAMI AYYANGAR B.A., B.L., 
Retd. Judge, High Court மீ Advocate, Supreme Court, 
President, Centenary Celebrations Committee. 


f o T. SAMPATH IYENGAR, | 
оте ат த Association, d Secretary, Centenary Celebrations Committee, 
ntenary { 
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The present and future students of the Kumbakonam College 
may justly take pride in that their Alma Mater has equipped men 
like Mr, V. P. Madhava Rao to play an important part in 
the cause of our Motherland and they may hold him as a model 
in their imaginative visions of their own future. 


May the Kumbakonam College continue to produ cesu ch 
men when our Motherland needs their services in these days, 


Raj adharmaprasakta 
T. Singaravelu Mudaliar, В. A., B. L., 


Judge, High Couri of Mysore (Retd.) 8 
Vice-Chancellor, University of Mysore (Retd.) 


Т. В. Venkatarama Sastri 


Sri Т. В. Venkatarama Sastri, popularly known as Т. В. У, Sastri, 
was a student of the Kumbakonam Government College from 1890 
бо 1894. ТАП and stately, without and within alike, - he was not 
merely a great lawyer but also an erudite scholar and a public man 
of high integrity who took a lively interest іп all public affairs. 
The College can rightly be proud of him as one of its alumni. 


He was born on the 6th of February 1874. His father Sri Raju 
Sastrigal was a great scholar in Sanskrit. Sri T. R. V. Sastri 
learned Sanskrit from his father. He also underwent Adhyayana 
in the Vedas and the Upanishads in the orthodox mode until the 
age often. This early training made a deep impress on him and 
he never lost his interest in Sanskrit and the study of the Upani- 
shads and the Dharma Sastras to the end of his days. 


Sri Raju Sastrigal decided that his son should have the 
benefit of English education, much against the wishes of his elder 
brother. He settled down at Mayavaram as a Pundit vakil and 
admitted young Venkataraman in the Municipal High School, 
Mayavaram. It was in this school that the Rt. Hon’ble V. 8. 
Srinivasa Sastri and Sri T. R. V. Sastri met as teacher and pupil, 
which later became one of fast friendship and mutual esteem. 
After finishing his school education he joined the Kumbakonam 


College wherefrom he graduated in 1894 and obtained the Rama 
Rao Gold Medal for proficiency in English. 


Thereafter, he studied Law and took his degree in 1898, 
He served his apprenticeship under Sir P. 8. Sivaswami Iyer 
and was enrolled as a High Court Vakil in 1899. His transparent 
sincerity, his honesty, his love of work, his readiness to put forth 
adequate industry, his sound and accurate Scholarship in law—all 
these made him a valuable assistant and Sri T. R. V. Sastri 
continued, even after his apprenticeship, to work with Sir P. S. 
Sivaswami Туег in bis chambers for some years. To Sir P. 5.8. 
Sri T. В. У. Sastri had always the respect and reverence of the 
sishya to his guru. On his side, Sir P. S. S. began with esteem for 
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Sastriar’s erudition and character ала: soon developed a great 
affection for him. 


Sri T. В. V. Sastri made steady progress in his profession 
by reason of his ability, industry and character. His practice was 
not limited to the British Indian Courts. Litigants from the 
Courts of Mysore, Hyderabad, Travancore and Pudukkottah also 
sought his services. Wherever he went, he earned the esteem of 
both the Bench and the Bar by his fair advocacy, his clear and 
accurate presentation of his case in faultless English and his high 


character. 


He was appointed Advocate-General in 1924 and he held 
that post till 1928. As Advocate-General he sustained the 
prestige of the bar and strove to maintain its high standards. 


He was appointed Law Member of the Government of Madras 
in 1998, but he resigned it within forty-eight hours of his accep- 
tance of the office on a difference between him and the then 
Governor on the distribution of portfolios. He felt that he 
could not submit to the changes proposed without loss of self- 
respect. There was divided opinion on the wisdom of the step 
he had taken but he rose in the estimation of people all over 
India as a man who would not hesitate to sacrifice personal 


advantages for the sake of principle. 


He then reverted to his practice at the bar and continued 
till a few years before his death in July 1953 to be one of 
the accredited and active leaders of the Madras Bar. Не 
was also a Member of the, Bar Council for a number of years 
and for some time its Vice President. 


In politics, he was a Liberal like his two masters, the 
Rt. Hon’ble V. S. Srinivasa Sastri and Sir P. S. Sivaswami 
Iyer. He believed in gradual evolution, respect for Law and 
the importance of the rights and liberties of the individual, 
While he belonged to the moderate school of politics he did 
not hesitate to co-operate with or help the Congress when his and 
their principles did not conflict. He felt that the Liberals 
and Congressmen were colleagues and brethren in service 
working, may be by different paths, towards the same goal 
of the freedom of the country. He was twice chosen to 
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preside over the Liberal Federation, first in 1935 at Nagpur 
and later in 1944 at Lahore. 


He took great interest in the field of education. He 
was a member” of the Syndicate of the Madras University for 
a numbej of- years. He was also a member of the Syndicate 
of: the Armamalai University for several years and acted for 
a brief period as its Vice-Chancellor. He was connected with 
many of the educational institutions of Madras. He was 
on the Board of Management of the Р. 8. High School, the 
Tirukkattupalli High School, the Lady Sivaswami Iyer Girls’ 
High School, Hindu High School, Vivekananda College, Institute 
of Technology, Sarada Vidyalaya and the Madras Seva Sadan. 
He took great interest in Sanskrit and he was the President of 
the Kuppuswami Sastri Research Institute from 1946. 


He served the cause of co-operation and the co-operative 
movement as President of the Triplicane Urban Co-operative 
Society from 1917 to 1994. He was also fft some years a 
Director of the Madras Provincial Co-operative Bank. 


_ The Government of Madras utilized his services by appointing 
him a Member of the Railway. Enquiry Committee, the Dele- 
gation to Ceylon under Sri G.S. Bajpai, and the Hindu Law 
Committee under Sri B. N. Rao’s Chairmanship. Though rooted 
in the ancient principles of the Hindu Sastras, he was а pro- 
gressive who could advocate reforms needed by change of times. 


As such his contribution to the draft of the Hindu Code was 
invaluable. 


He was courageous and unflinching in the statement of 
his opinions. He condemned the lathi charges on Congressmen 
by the Government of the day. He fought for the rights of 
Inamdars against odds. He took up the cause of the В. 5. 5. and 


gained for them the removal of the restrictions imposed оп 
them by Government. 


| When he died on 2 J uly 
in every sense of the term, 
and a public man of integrity. 


1953, we lost one tall in stature 
a great lawyer, a wise counsellor 


К.У. Krishnaswami Ayyar, 


Advocate, Madras, 





Dr. А. SANKARAN, М. A., PH. D. 
Principal 
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V. Krishnaswami lyer 


16 was my privilege to have known the late Mr. V. Krishna- 
swami Iyer intimately and to*have had the priceles$ boon of 
his good will and affection. Му regard for him grew with 
the years and has been a potent force in my life as 
it has been in the case of many young men of my 


generation. 


Mr. V. Krishnaswami Iyer was born in June 1863 at 
Tiruvadamarudur in Tanjore District. He studied in the 
Matriculation class and the Junior Intermediate class of the 
Kumbakonam College and came under the influence of the 
great scholars and veteran educationalists, Mr. Porter and 
Mr. T. Gopala Rao. Under their guidance he acquired that 
taste for English Literature and the mastery of forcible and 
idiomatic English which distinguished him throughout his 
life. Later on he studied in the Senior Intermediate class 
and the B. A. classes at Presidency College, Madras, 
and displayed great promise and exceptional brilliance. He 
then studied in the Law College and while doing so studied 
Physics and Chemistry under Dr. Wilson ot the Presidency 
College, a course of action indicative of his keen love of 
knowledge in general and of scientific knowledge in particular. 
He passed his B. L. Degree Examination in January 1884 
and was enrolled as an advocate in 1885. Sir Р. Б. Siva- 
swami Iyer and the late Mr. Justice T. V. Seshagiri Iyer 


were his contemporaries. 


Though he had to wait for nearly ten years to reach 
the top ranks of the legal profession, he was an advocate 
of very high and universally acknowledged eminence. When 
I joined the Law College in January 1897 he and the late 
Mr. Justice P. R. Sundara Iyer who was bis life-long and 
inseparable friend and companion workeđ in the chambers of 
Sir S. Subramania Iyer who later on became one of the 
ornaments of the Madras High Court. He was, along with 
Mr. Sundara Iyer and Sir Р. б. Sivaswami Гуег one of the 
founders of the Madras Law Journal. He was for many years 
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the Secretary of the Madras Advocates' Association and also 
a Lecturer in the Madras Law College, ' 


Mr. V. Krishnaswami Туег had natural abilities of the 
highest order and a vibrant aud dominant personality and 
was destined for leadership. Не had also considerable assi- 
duity and application. Не mastered legal principles by 
Studying legal classics and by working with Sir 8. Subra- 
mania lyer. His profound knowledge of Sanskrit enabled him 
to study and master the Hindu Law texts and become an 
unchallenged authority. on Hindu Law. ІШ enabled him later 
on to study Vedanta and master its intricacies as well. 


Mr. V. Krishnaswami Iyer was a top-ranking advocate 
and then became a Judge of the Madras High Court. As 
an advocate what struck every one was the thoroughness of 
his preparation of cases and the force and rapidity of his 
arguments and his ready-witted resourcefulness. He was 
very kind and generous to the junior advocates even though 
he was impatient when he found any one slow or ill-prepared. 
As a Judge he displayed a full grasp of the facts of the case 
and the principles of law applicable to them and his judgments 
were models of clarity and thoroughness and forcefulness.. 


He was also an active politician and backed the school of 
moderates as against the school of extremists in Congress. He 
was в great admirer of the selfless patriotism of both Mr. а. К. 
Gokhale and Mahatma Gandhi who in their turn had a great 
admiration for Mr. У. Krishnaswami Iyer. He was responsible 
for the entry into politics of the late Rt. Hon’ble У. 8. Srinivasa 
Sastriar. He was for some time a member of the Madras 
University Senate and established a scheme of Oriental Degrees 
and was also a representative of the Madras University in the 
Madras Legislative Council. He successfully conducted the 
prosecution against Sir George Arbuthnot and helped to found 
the Indian Bank. He founded the Indian Industrial Association, 
the Dharma Rakshana Sabha, the South Indian Association and 
Ranade Library and the Sanskri 


: t College and the Venkataramana 
Dispensary at Mylapore and gave large sums of money for their 
upkeep and progress. He was also profoundly interested in the 


fine arts and was a President of the Suguna Vilasa Sabha. It was 
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he who discovered the genius of Subrahmania Bharati and enabled 
this star to shine brightly in the Tamil literary firmament. He 
was a man of tireless energy and touched modern Indian life at 
many points and adorned whatever he touched. 


The whole country rejoiged when he was elevated to a 
High Court Judgeship at Madras in 1910 and to an Executive 
Councillorship at Madras іп 1911. It was a great misfortune 
for India that he was taken ill at the Coronation Durbar in 
December and died on 28th Decembor 1911. 


Не was thus a great advocate and Judge, a great patriot, 
a great politician and administrator and statesman, and a great 
scholar and savant. He was also a profound student of Hindu 
Religion and Dharma and admired and publicized such stalwarts 
as Swami Vivekananda and Premananda Bharati. His was a 
many-featured genius and he was also a universally beloved and 
lovable man. The Kumbakonam College has every reason to be 
proud of him just аз he was proud of №. India will always 
remember him and his marvellous talents and his unique servi- 
ces to the nation. His great Madras University Convocation 
speech on 23rd November 1911 will be always treasured by the 
Indian people. Let us ever remember two of his previous 


utterances: 


“The mighty stream of master-minds which filled the land 
with plenty may in a season of drought have thinned to a tiny 
channel, but signs are not wanting that 16 may swell again to 
a flood”. 


“Live on the past in the present for the future.” 


К. S. Ramaswami Nastri 


“Mr, Krishnaswami Iyer was a man of ‘lightning decisions’, he 
formed his impressions of a man at first sight; to young men he was 
generous to а fault, his character was of exceeding strength, and his 
affections and hatreds were enduring". 


T. Vijeyaroghavacharye, 


5. Kasturi Ranga lyengar 


Mr. 8. Kasturi Ranga Iyengar was born іп 1859 at the 
small village of Innambur on the banks of the Cauvery іп 
Tanjore District. He was the third son of Mr. Sesha 
Iyengar, who was himself a scion of a respectable family in 
the district. Mr. Sesha Iyengar was for some time employed 
in the Tanjore Collectorate and later was the manager of 
the wealthy estates of Kapisthalam and Shiyali. From his 
scanty resources he gave his three sons a high education. 
The eldest brother of Mr. Kasturi Ranga Iyengar was the 
late Dewan Bahadur 8. Srinivasa Raghava Iyengar, Dewan of 
Baroda. The next brother, the late Mr. 8. Soundararaja 
Iyengar, rose to be a Deputy Collector. 


The last of the brothers, Mr. S. Kasturi Ranga Iyengar, 
had his early education in Kumbakonam. Later he joined 
Presidency College, Madras, from where he graduated in 1879. 
The lure of Government Service for the moment had its 
effect on him also and he accepted the post of a Sub- Registrar. 
lt was- not long before the urge to devote himself to 
the service of the nation impelled him to give up his official 
service. So in 1884 we find him, having left his Sub-Registrar- 
ship a graduate in law and ар apprentice under the 
late Bir У. Bashyam Iyengar. Setting up practice at Coim- 
batorc, Mr. Kasturi Ranga Iyengar eaSily came to the front 
at the bar there. Even at Coimbatore he devoted a large 
part of his time to public affairs and contributed pretty largely 
to the columns of THE HINDU. He was. a member of the 
local board and the municipality, thus rendering such Service to 
his fellow citizens as fell within his Scope as a member of those 
bodies. Later he turned to Madras in search of a wider field of 
national usefulness. At that time THE HINDU, Sorely buffeted by 
adverse financial factors, was in need of a courageous man at the 
helm. Mr. Iyengar bought THE HINDU in 1905 and thus began the 
fulfilment of his long-cherished ambition to serve his country. 

Mr. 


Kasturi Iyengar formally took charge of THE HINDU 
on ist A 


pril 1905, retaining the services of the late proprietor 
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Mr. Veeraraghavachariar as Manager and Mr. Karunakara 
Menon as Joint Editor. Within a month .of taking charge, 
Mr. Karunakara Menon resigned the joint editership of the 
paper and went about seeking support of friends for starting 
a daily paper on his own account. Within three months 
thereafter Mr. Veeraraghavacharjar fell ill and later he severed 
his connection with THE HINDU. In the difficulties and 
complications that arose on all sides, Mr. Kasturi Ranga Iyengar 
decided to accept Sir (then Mr.) C. Sankaran Nair’s advice that 
it was best to keep the paper and the concern in the hands of one 
man like himself and he worked with all the vigour and devotion he 
could bring to bear upon his task. Though the first year of 
business yielded him only a gross profit of Rs. 150, Mr. Kasturi 
Ranga Iyengar had the satisfaction of viewing the future with 
confidence as the paper, notwithstanding the starting of the 
“Indian Patriot” by Mr. Karunakara Menon, was steadily growing 


in its influence with the public. 


Mr. Iyengar was from the first a Congressman, and during 
the 1907—08 troubles in Congress he opposed the watering down 
of Congress ideals. During the days when communications were 
imperfectly developed in the country and when to reach Calcutta 
from Madras one had to go by sea, Mr. Iyengar was among those 
who attended the Congress sittings there. From 1908, till the 
Lucknow Congress of 1914 brought the Tilakite wing into 
Congress, Mr. Iyengar used his newspaper effectively to prevent 
the toning down of Congress policy. It was about this time that 
in the Presidency of Madras, the administration of Lord Ampthill, 
to the merits of which THE HINDU drew attention in an 
excellent summary, was replaced by that of Sir Arthur Lawley. 
This was an era of triumphant reaction. Mr. Iyengar would have 
no truckling with sham and deceit. The Minto-Morley reforms 
never had a more dangerous—because well informed—opponent 
than THE HINDU. Sir Arthur Lawley’s regime with its crop of 
arrests and thundering sentences for sedition found. Mr. Iyengar 
ready and he gave no quarter. It was in the midst of these 
political and administrative troubles that Madras had to go 
through an acute economic crisis because of what was known as 
the Arbuthnot failure. The work of THE HINDU under the editor’s 
able lead in publicizng the facts in connection with the insolvency 
operations brought public approbation. The legal proceedings 
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culminated in the. prosecution and conviction of Sir George 
Arbuthnot, the senior parther of the firm. The ideas that had 
already been entertained for the establishment and development 
of Indian banking enterprise in Madras resulted in the establish- 
ment of the Indian Bank. 


It was about this time that the Swadeshi Steam Navigation 
Company was formed which for a time competed successfully 
with powerful British commercial and economic interests. The 
support given by the authorities to foreign commercial interests 
practically developed a political crisis in Tuticorin. Riots 
followed and Government officers resorted to shooting and other 
acts of repression. This struck terror into the minds of the 
people. THE HINDU condemned the action of the authorities 
in Tuticorin and Tirunelveli and courageously called them to 
account for the shooting resorted to. This made a profound 
impression on the public mind. The Government had actually 
sanctioned the prosecution of THE HINDU in connection with 
what it wrote on that occasion but for some reason the prose- 
cution did not eventually come off. 


A series of ‘prosecutions for sedition were started against 
Swadeshi propagandists and the leaders of the popular movement. 
Prosecution of editors of newspapers followed. The editor of 
“India”, a popular Tamil weekly of the time, Mr. Ch. Hari 
Sarvothama Rao and Mr. Narayana Rao, editors of popular 
Andhra weeklies of the timo, were ‘successfully prosecuted and 
imprisoned for long terms. During all these times THE HINDU 
under Mr. Kasturi Ranga Iyengar did its duty to the country 
and the people without fear or favour and without flinching from 
consequences. When the Government took the grave decision to 
prosecute Mr. G. Subramania Iyer, the editor of the swADESAMITRAN 
and one of the founders of THE HINDU, a great publicist 
and popular leader, THE HINDU by a timely Warning Succeeded 


in making the authorities re-consider their policy and drop the 
prosecution. 


THE HINDU under Mr. Iyengar had to fight at every 
burn successive proposals and policies of the Madras Government 
intended to whittle down or wholly defeat the policy and aims 
of the Minto-Morley scheme, At the same time it had to combat 
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on behalf of the people many other reactionary steps taken or 
proposed to be takeri by the Government of the day in respect of 
economic and administrative matters such as the unduly heavy 
land revenue enhancements in several districts, repression of 
students through educational circulars and general punitive 
orders, quartering of punitive police and similar panicky action 
taken in other ways. a 


Meanwhile in Madras popular activities were directed 
to other matters of public concern and at the instance of 
the late Dr. Nair and Nanjunda Rao, THE HINDU took up 
the case of a large body of Theosophists as well аз the 
public who were aggrieved by certain developments in theosophic 
beliefs. THE HINDU had to face two criminal prosecutions 
for defamation and two civil suits for libel at the hands of the 
Theosophical Society and its leading votaries. Suffice to say 
that THE HINDU, Dr. Nair and Dr. Nanjunda Ras success- 
fully fought for their cause and for the rights of free 
criticism, and bona fide public agitation in -respect of social as 
much as political issues in this country. The acquittal of 
THE HINDU in the criminal cases eventually led to a settlement 
in which Mrs. Besant and the Theosophical Society dropped all 
their civil suits. The event is important in another sense in that 
it was the beginning of a move on Mrs. Besant's part to direct 
her great activities, on behalf of India, to the field of Indian 
politics—a move which finally led to the Home Rule movement. 


The same fearlessness and insight into the country’s needs 
were exhibited in Mr. Iyengar’s evidence before the Public Service 
Commission in the year 1912. His written memorandum to the 
Commission was thorough-going and clear in its condemnation 

- of the vigorous non-Indian bureaucracy, and in its treatment 
of the relative claims of European and Indian officials in India. 


When the great war broke out in 1914, THE HINDU in 
common with the Indian press as a whole had a most difficult and 
trying time. But the manner in which this was discharged was 
endorsed and appreciated by the people and the Government 
alike. The brilliance with which the war campaigns were, from 
time to time, reviewed and commented upon owed not а little to 
the late Mr. 8. Rangaswami, who was then the assistant editor 
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under Mr. Iyengar. The paper under Mr. Iyengar’s lead repeated- 
ly and effectively defeated the attempts in the local- Anglo- 
Indian press to oppose and choke nationalist activities in India 
(such as Home Rule) оп the plea of war emergency and on the 
bogey of sedition and disaffection in the land. By the middle of 
1917 the Government had brought about a tense situation in 
Madras by taking rapid action under the Press Act against ‘New 
India’ demanding securities of Rs. 2,000 and Rs. 10,000 and by 
following it up with orders for the externment of Mrs. Besant 
and her two lieutenants. THE HINDU at that time had to fight 
the battle against great.odds and. did so manfully. Mr. Kasturi 
Ranga lyengar who, by nature and conviction, was averse to 
taking any active or leading part in the conduct of political 
agitation and propaganda, found it necessary and deemed it his 
duty at this juncture to come forward and take the lead in 
carrying on agitation on the platform and in the press when the 
Government chose to put Mrs. Besant under repressive restraint. 
We need not go into the subsequent history which is well-known 
ending in the August announcement of 1917, the policy of which 
was accepted by the Calcutta Congress. In the preparation and 
presentation of material to the Montford Committee THE HINDU did 
strenuous work in its columns, editorially and through contribu- 
tions. Мг. А. Rangaswami Iyengar, then editor of SWADESAMITRAN 
and Mr. Kasthuri Rangalyengar were invited to place their views 


before the Secretary of State and the Viceroy during their 
Madras visib, | 


In the subseguent year 1918, a critical period in- the 
fortunes of the World War, Government invited a deputation of 
the press in India to visit England and the theatres of war. The 
editor of THE HINDU was by tacit consent-the leader of the Indian 
delegation. In accepting the invitation in his state of health then ` 
Mr. Kasturi Ranga lyengar undertook a duty which was by no 
means far from anxiety for his family and friends. In reply toa public 
address presented to him on the occasion, Mr. Iyengar undertook 
to impress upon His Majesty’s Government that India’s help in 
the war would have been much greater if her industrial and 
military potentialities had been properly developed. He promised 
also to take every opportunity to press upon the attention of 


the people of England India’s right to self-determination and 
Self - Government. | | 
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However when he returned from England in January 1919, 
Mr. Iyengar found that the Indian Government were far from 
dealing with India's claims aud demands in the spirit in 
which the declaration of His Majesty's Government professed 
to treat them. The Rowlatt Bill, the Satyagraha movement 
the Jallianwallabagh are products of this period. THE HINDU 
had to put up a great fight as in 1907 and 1908, It incurred 
the wrath of the bureaucracy. So it came about that Lord 
Willingdon’s Government, after attempts at dictation and warning 
at private conferences, decided under instructions from the 
Governmemt of India to call upon THE HINDU to furnish 
security under the Press Act, a step which was deeply and 
universally resented in the country. The Government's action, 
however, left THE HINDU and Mr. Iyengar's declared policy wholly 
unaffected. 


To Mr. Kasturi Ranga Iyengar’s labours as a member 
of the Civil Disobedience Committee, in spite of weak health 
due to a serious operation, the report to which he was a 
signatory is the most outstanding tribute. It was in fact 
bis tour in connection with that work that rendered him an 
invalid for some time when Providence released him on 
December 12, 1923. ‘Tributes flowed from all parts of the 
globe. 


Mr. Kasturi Ranga Iyengar was a great organizer. He 
wished the nation to be organized economically as well as 
politically on sound lines. He was for ever for raising the 
dignity and self-respect of honest labour. He was an office- 
bearer connected with trade unions in the city and of the 
S. L Ry. Union. He was against Indian emigration and often 
urged that India was vast enough to clothe and feed her 
children, and sending our countrymen abroad as Slaves was a 
disgrace to us. He never allowed himself or any Indian to 
be treated as inferior to Europeans. He accepted a Govern- 
ment invitation for the Delhi Durbar and was about to start 
when he heard that in a minor point the European journalists 
were to be treated as superior to Indians. He at once wired 
to Lord Carmichael cancelling his acceptance of the invitation 
and did not go till he was finally told in writing that the 
distinction, was abandoned. There were similar other instances, 


7 
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Although Mr. Karturi Ranga Iyengar began his career 
as a professional journalist rather late in life, he soon proved 
himself to be almost peerless in the ranks of Indian journal- 
ism. The standing and stability.of THE HINDU to-day are a 
monument to his business acumen. 


Не was a great student of political science. Burke, 
Bright, Mill, Macaulay, Morley—these were his favourite political 
philosophers and from their writings he would quote to the 
point and often. In constitutional theory and law, he was at 
home with Dicey, Anson, Bryce, Lowell and Sidgwick. His 
interests were as wide as his taste was catholic. To the 
educative side of journalism he attached the greatest impor- 
tance. 


As to his methods and policies, he delighted in letting 
facts state their own case. Of his unflinching independence 
a3 Editor, there is no better instance than the well-known 
Gillman incident when he refused to be bamboozled by autho- 
rity. It arose out .of an article in THE HINDU criticizing Lord 
Peutland's speech delivered in the Ootacamund Council meet- 
ing. Mr. Gillman, member of the Executive Council in charge 
of the Press portfolio, took objection to some expressions and 
made other allegations against THE HINDU which Mr. Kasturi 
Ranga lyengar said should either be proved or withdrawn. 
Mr. Gillman said he would withdraw his statement. Mr. Kasturi 
Ranga lyengar's addresses as Chairman of the Reception 
Committee of the Provincial Conference in 1917, as President 
of the Nationalists Conference in 1919 and of the Manjeri 
Conference in 1920, bear eloquent testimony to the heroic 
Spirit of nationalism that permeated his entire outlook. 


(Contributed) 


5. Muthiah Mudaliar 


“Some are born great, some achieve greafness, Some have 
greatness thrust upon them” is the old saying. Mr. Muthiah 
Mudaliar who achieved greatness, was born іп 1880 in the hamlet 
of Tirukalacheri near Tranquebar, in the district of Tanjore. His 
father Swami Mudaliar, was a keen agriculturist who took pride 
in turning one grain to produce hundreds by applying his 
physical and mental energies in the development of the soil and 
its produce. However his ambition was to see that his son 
Muthiah took a University degree and became a bachelor of laws. 
God helped him and the father generously spent money for his 
education. He matriculated from the Town High School, Kumba- 
konam, and crossed the Cauveri for his F. A. and В. A. at the 
Kumbakonam College. For-his law course he shifted to Madras 
where, after taking his B. L. Degree, he became an apprentice 
under Mr. У, Krishnaswami Iyer whose training and guidance 
gave Mr. Muthiah Mudaliar the equipment necessary to handle 
cases in the appellate side as brilliantly as his worthy senior. 
His work increased from the start; several people from the 
mofussil rushed to him for advice and assistance. The Mutts of 
Tanjore District always sought his advice in all legal matters. 
He became a popular figure both in Madras and the mofussil and 
his election to the Senate in 1923 by registered graduatcs was a 
matter of course. This was almost his first entry in public life. 
He was one of the strong supporters of the Justice Party organized 
by Sri P. Thiagaraja Chettiar and Dr. T. M. Sir His name 
became associated with all public institutions and omfanizations. 


In 1926 Mr. Mudaliar was appointed as the Chairman of 
the Board of Examiners in Law in the University of Madras. The 
year 1923 marks ап epoch in the political history of Mr. Muthiah 
Mudaliar when he was elected to the Madras Legislative Council 
for one of the three seats of the Tanjore District. He made a 
special study of the land problems, particularly those relating to 
his own native District. He toured throughout the District and 
studied the problems at first hand. His contribution to the 
deliberations of the legislative council was vast and valuable. 
In the passage of the Hindu Religious Endowments Bill, he put 
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renuous fight for the preservation and proper regulation 
of the С осе liona like the Mutts. When the question of 
the settlement of rights over the distribution of the water of the 
Cauveri between the Governments of Madras and Mysore came 
up for decision he took a leading part for the recognition of the 
rights of the Madras State and of the Delta Mirasdars. 


He was for a second time elected to the Madras Legislative 
Council with a thumping majority and he was appointed in 1928 
as Minister for Public Health, Registration and Excise. He 
made radical changes and appreciable improvements in several of 
the departments under his control. He improved the status of 
the School of Indian Medicine in Madras -.and increased the 
number of beds in the hospital attached to it. The Homoeopathic 
system of medicine received importance during his regime. 
Restriction of drink and reduction of alcoholic shops, received 


prominence in the scheme which he promulgated asa prelude to 
complete prohibition. 


The main plank. of the Justice Party was “equal opportunity 
to all persons and communities and distribution of offices on 
communal basis.” The Raja of Panagal who was almost the principal 
champion of the above programme, did not venture so far as to 
issue а Government.order in that respect, but it was left to 
Mr. Muthiah Mudalidr, to sign the Communal G. O. Which gives 
representation in all offices to all communities on a communal 
basis in a certain rabi. Аб the Succeeding general election 
to the Legislative Council he was confronted with enormous 


difficulties and eventually .he had to lose his seat. This 
defeat did not depress him 


but goaded him on to work more 
vigorously for the cause which he espoused, and side by side 
with this activity he resumed his practice at the Bar. Many 
old clients and fresh sets of persons rushed to the Ex-Minister 
With briefs. His experience and influence were great factors 
to reckon with and people did not fail to take advantage of 
them. But he did not su 


cceed in amassing a large fortune 
аз many persons could have expected. Some claimed kindred 
with him on political grounds, some others felt diffident to 
approach him on easy terms because of his position as an 
Ex-Minister. Tt ің an irony of fate with many lawyers who 
take to politics that they cannot stipulate strictly for fees 
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or terms and Mr. Muthiah’s political activities had their own 
adverse effect. But he continued to be more and more active 
in polities. He had his reward. He was appointed as Chairman 
of the Madras Franchise Committee in 1932 апа the Madras 
Delimitation Committee in 1986 in connection with the reforms 
introduced by the Government, of India Act, 1935. He was 
awarded the title of C. I. E, for his meritorious services. When 
the second global war broke out, he was taken as & member 
of the Recruitment and Propaganda Sub-committee. 


The Co-operative movement had «an attraction for him 
and he took an active part in it by serving as President of 
the Chingleput District Co-operative Central Bank, Director 
of the Triplicane Urban Co-operatiye Society, the Madras 
City Co-operative Bank and the Madras Central Co-operative 
Land Mortgage Bank. He was also connected with several 
educational institutions and social‘elubs súch as the T. T. V. High 
School, Madras, and the Cosmopolitan Club, Madras. He was 
a Freemason. Belonging as hé;-was to” the Thondaimandala 
Vellala community, he took an’ active interest in advancing 
the cause of the community and lifting it up to the forefront 
by himself working as a Secretary. 


Though he occupied very high position in several walks 
of life yet he remained always a simple, pious and kind-hearted 
gentleman, with definitely advanced views on religious matters 
without seriously infringing the tenets held holy by the 
orthodox. Till his death on 30th June 1953 he was active, 
attending to his duties both public and personal. God had 
endowed him with talents which he developed to such great 
heights as to befit him for service to society as a brilliant 
lawyer, an able statesman and a selfless social reformer. The 
Communal G. O. and the Temperance Scheme stand out as 
two important landmarks in the life of Mr. Muthiah Mudaliar. 
In his death the State sustained ап irreparable loss. 
The name of such a distinguished alumnus of our College 
will always be remembered by the Old Boys and the present 
and future generations with great respect and admiration. 
May his example be an inspiration to the younger generation. 


В. Kandasamy Moopanar, В. A. В. Lo 


‘Srinivasa Ramanujan 


Ramanujan was born in 1887 in Erode, the native place 
of his mother, but his family lived at Sri Sarangapani Swami 
East Sannidhi Street in the town of Kumbakonam, which was 
the scene of his early life and career. He belonged toa poor 
Sri Vaishnava Brahmin family. His father was an accountant 
in a cloth shop and his mother the daughter of a court bailiff. 
There is nothing extraerdinary about his parents or his ancestors, 
which could be said to have been inherited by him to account 
for the greatness that awaited him later in life. 


He was put in a pial school till his seventh year and 
from there he was sent to the Town High School where he 
Studied from 1894 to 1908. Even during this period, indications 
of his remakable powers were not wanting. He stood first 
in the whole of the Tanjore District in the Primary Examination. 
While in the III Form he questioned the teacher whether the 
quotient could be unity in the case of zero by zero as in the сазе 
of other numbers divided by themselves—a problem which will 
be nowadays introduced only in the collegiate course. He 
had studied not only the entire High School mathematics but 
mastered the College text books as well At twelve he could 
solve unaided every problem іп Loney's Trigonometry, Part II. 
He borrowed, through a friend from this College, Carr's Synopsis 
of Pure Mathematics, containing 6165 formulae without proofs 
in Algebra, Trigonometry, Geometry and Calculus and worked 
out all of them, each being a piece of research by itself. 
This opened up in him a vista to all the higher branches 
of Mathematics. In this period his teachers and classmates 
were struck by his amazing powers and he readily helped one 


and all including even undergraduates who came to him for 
getting difficult problems solved. 


The first public recognition of his extraordinary powers 
was on the occasion of the Annual Prize distribution in 1904. 
He was the recipient of Sri K. Ranganatha Rao's prize for 
Mathematics, when Sri Krishna Iyer, the reputed Headmaster 
of the Town High School introduced him to Sri V. Krishnaswamy 
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Туег, the President of the function, and to the distinguished 
audience in such terms аз these—“Here is a student who, my 
mathematics assistant Says, has displayed in his answer papers 
a remarkable ability and deserved many more marks than 
even the maximum itself” He passed the Matriculation 
examination in 1908 and joined the Junior F. A. class of the 
College in 1904. Unfortunately he was detained on the score 
that he obtained only three marks out of hundred in 
English, with the result that he lost the scholarship he 
had earned. 


I matriculated in 1904 and was his classmate at 
college for two years. We used to sit together in the class 
and I developed a friendship with him which continued til 
his death. I had thus an opportunity of observing his powers 
somewhat at close quarters. The Goddess of number seemed 
to dance before him and unravel to him her mysteries without 
reserve. He could repeat prime numbers up to a crore. He 
taught me the method of constructing magic squares. He 
was at that time going through a book on ‘Integral Calculus’ 
which he had taken from the library. On hearing this a 
professor who wanted the book for his use asked him to return 
it with the remark that he was doing ‘aimless things’ without 
attending to classwork. He would jump from Arithmetic to Algebra 
and from Algebra to Trigonometry and so on to higher mathe- 
matics and evolve a theorem or formula of general application. 
In the senior F. A. Class we were put together in the Mathe- 
matics section under Mr. P. V. Seshu Iyer, who later оп 
became Principal of the College. Strangely enough I was the 
monitor of the class, though by virtue of his talents he 
deserved that post. He was quite unmindful of what was 
going on around him being preoccupied with his own resear- 
ches and reducing them to writing and incorporating them 
in note books after note books. He had no inclination whatso- 
ever for either following the class lessons or taking any inter- 
est in any subject other than Mathematics. By this time 
Mr. P. У. Seshu Iyer who had become conscious of Rama- 
nujan’s innate powers let him alone while others tudents 
including myself were asked to do home exercises, to work 
problems on the board and to write impositions, a rare punish- 
ment nowadays even in the. High School, not to speak of 
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the College classes, It may be noted that the professor 
encouraged him to solve problems in the mathematical jour- 
nals like the London Mathematical Gazette: 


After some break in his studies in this College, Rama- 
nujan joined Pachayappa's College, Madras. He failed in the 
К. A. Fxamination of 1907. This was а setback іп his 
career, as he could not get а job unless he possessed a 
University diploma. The university with its water-tight system 
of examinations and rigid courses of study is not a congenial 
soil for the growth of genius like that of Ramanujan. Oppressed 
by ‘chill penury’ and finding it impossible to earn his livelihood 
he had to seek some job which would sustain him and at 
the same time allow him leisure to carry on his research. 
In 1909 he was married and the burden of maintaining his 
family and his poor aged parents added to his troubles and 
difficulties. He was conscious that he had something new to 
give to the world and he yearned for any help he could get 
for having his papers printed.and published. Nowhere could 
he find any encouragement. ı' ¥. have heard of an instance 
where he had a rebuff from a mathematics professor of note, 
who remarked that unless hé passed his B. A. Degree there 
was no hope for him. Fortunately ‘fer him, he soon got into 
touch with reputed mathematicjans of. the day, who were des- 
tined to play an important röle in shaping his future career. 
Mr. V. Ramaswamy Iyer, the founder of the Indian Mathe- 
matical Society, to whom Ramanujan..went for a clerical 
post, found out on perusing his note-books that a clerical 
job would stifle the genius in him. He therefore sent him to 
Madras with notes of introduction to Mr. Р. V. Seshu Iyer and 
some other professors. After Serving аз a temporary clerk in 
the Accountant General’s Office Ramanujan sought an inter- 
view with Mr. Ramachandra Rao, the then Collector of Nellore, 
who has given us a vivid account of his first interview with 
him. Mr. Rao sent him to Madras, offering him a monthly 
allowance with a note to Sir Francis Spring, Chairman 
of the Port Trust, to take interest in him. He served as a 
clerk in the Port Trust office for Some time on a salary of 
Rs. 30/- per month. Mr. Narayanaswamy Iyer of that office 
and Sir Francis Spring were impressed with his abilities and 
encouraged him in everyway possible. At that time С. Т. 


SRI D. NAMASIVAYAM, М. А., 
Principal, 1948-1951. 


L. Т. 
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Walker, Е. R. S., Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, happened 
to visit Madras and -both “Sir, Francis Spring and 
Mr. Narayanaswamy Iyer took “this opportunity to bring 
Ramanujan’s works to his notice. At his instance, a scholar- 
Ship of Rs. 75/- per month from the University of Madras 
was offered to him. This was in the year 1913 and from 
this time he was able to pursue his researches without 
interruption and without the trouble of toiling for his livelihood. 


It was during this period that the historie contact of 
Ramanujan with Professor Hardy, Fellow of Trinity College, 
Cambridge, occurred, and this proved фо be of momentous impor- 
tance in the whole of Ramanujan's career. А paper entitled 
“Orders of Infinity' had been published by Mr. Hardy. Ramanujan 
wrote to Mr. Hardy on 16th -January 1918 a letter in which he 
made a reference to this! esences on page 86......... Г finda 
statement that по definite ezpression has been found yet for the 
number of prime numbers less than any given number. I have 
found an expression which very nearly approximates the real 
number, the error being negligible. Being poor, if you are convinced 
that there is anything of value, I would like to have my theorems 
published....”. Along with this letter and the solution, he sent 
papers containing his discoveries and solutions to problems which 
baffled the intellect of the best mathematicians of the time. 
Mr. Hardy showed the papers to the other Professors of the 
University and they all decided that he should be brought to 
England for affording him scope for the full display of his genius 
so that he might contribute his own share to the advancement 
of Mathematical knowledge. Early in 1914, Mr. М.Н. Neville, а 
Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, happened to come to 
Madras to deliver a course of lectures. Mr. Hardy had instructed 
him to persuade Ramanujan to go to England. His mother's 
caste scruples stood in the way of Ramanujan's acceptance of 
the offer; but eventually, prompted, it is said, by the family deity, 
Namagiri, whom she saw in her vision one night, she consented 
to her gon proceeding to England. Mr. Neville got him a University 
scholarship of £250/- a year, tenable for two years in England, 


an set sail for England in March 1914 and was 
College, Cambridge, which supplemen- 
He remained in 


Ramanuj 
admitted to the University 
ted his scholarship by au award of Es. 60/- a year. 
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England from 1914 to 1919. There under the guidance of Prof. 
Hardy, Mr. Littlewood and others he showed great improvement 
in his studies and acquainted himself fully with the up-to-date 
material then available in the field of Mathematics and was ablé 
to direct his researches in channels unchartered by his predeces- 
sors. He published a number of “original papers embodying his 
researches and containing new formulae and theorems which were 
highly admired. The results, however, were arrived at by him by 
a process of intuition and so he was not able to supply the proof 
himself but left them to be worked out by the professors of the 
Cambridge University. “His mastery of number was marvellous. | 
“Every positive integer was a personal friend of Ramanujam,” 
says Prof. Littlewood. 


His wonderful researches won the admiration of the world 
of Science. On the 28th of February 1918, he was elected a Fellow 
of the Royal Society, the greatest honour that England could 
confer on any of her scientists. Ramanujan was the first Indian 
to secure that distinction and the only Indian F. В. S. in 
Mathematics so far. On the 13th of October he wag elected 
a Fellow of Trinity College—a prize fellowship of £250/- a year 
with no duties or conditions attached. 


While thus honours were heaped upon him and while 
he was at the height of his renown and material advance. 
ment he had a fatal attack of tuberculosis. He was brought 
to Madras where he died at the early age of thirty-three in 
April 1920. THE LONDON TIMES’ Obituary read “There is some- 
thing peculiarly sad in the spectacle of a genius dying young 
dying with the first sweets of recognition and success tasted, but 
before the full realization of the powers that lie latent within.” 


His personal appearance is best d 
of Mr. Ramachandra Rao in his 
Ramanujan: “А short uncouth 


giving 
а month. Later on, at 
а decent dress, especially 


tuition for a remuneration of Rs. 1/- 
Madras, his friends taught him to wear 
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on the eve of his departure for England. Simple, unostenta- 
tious, innocent like a child, unconscious of his own genius, 
and without pride or vanity, he combined in himself rare 
gifts with an exemplary character. His knowledge of the world 
was poor and he was not able to judge men or things properly. 
I had occasions $2 visit him at ‘Summer’ house іп Triplicane, 
when he would open his note books and explain to me intricate 
theorems and formulae without in the least suspecting that 
they were beyond my understanding or knowledge. His orthodoxy 
was of an extreme type. He was a strict vegetarian, observed 
all caste rules punctiliously and cooked his own food during 


his stay in England. 


In religion he had a firm belief in the existence of a 
supreme being and he practised it by trying to lead a pure 
and pious life. He did not know much of philosophy. Не 
used to talk about God and our conduct in life in a mathematical 
way. He told me that we should regulate our lives to 
reach Godhead by approximating to the upright path, 
even as an asymptote approaches along the curve and finally 
touches it at infinity. A peculiar feature in his character was 
his utmost credulousness. This is instanced by his adoration 
of one Sathyapriya Rao, the then gymnastic instructor of the 
Town High School, who had a mental aberration. The latter 
used to gaze at the sun and blurt out some nonsense of 
which nothing could be made out, but which struck Ramanujan 
as extraordinary and which he attributed to his occult powers. 
He himself believed that Goddess Namagiri inspired him in 
his dreams with formulae which, rising from bed, he would 
jot down and verify. Besides mathematics, the only subject 
in which he took some interest was palmistry. Оп seeing 
the lines on his palms he used to tell his friends that his 
span of life was short and that it would not extend beyond 
35 years or so—a prophecy, which, alas! proved to be too true. 


He was a dutiful son of his parents and had always 
cared for the welfare of the members of his family. He set 
apart for the due maintenance of his family during his 
absence in England a decent portion of his scholarship amount 
which was paid every month by’ the University as directed 


by him. 
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Though estimates may differ as regards the nature and 
importance of his work, in his. profound originality and the 
processes by which he arrived at mathematical truths, he 
stands unique and has few rivals in the field. In this con- 
nection, the tribute paid to him by Prof. Hardy is worth quot- 
ing. “He is beyond question the best mathematician of the 
modern times........ He will always be rather eccentric in his choice 
of subjects and methods of dealing with them...But of his 
extraordinary gifts there can be no question. In some ways 
he is the most remarkable mathematician L have ever known.” 


A full account of his discoveries and papers published 
by him is beyond the scope of the present article and must 
be reserved for a separate treatise. 


A brief reference to some of his important contributions 
may not be out of place. Ramanujan’s work lay mainly in 
the theory of numbers, one of the oldest branches of Mathematics. 
Here, a brilliant genius could discover a new result by repeated 
experiments with numbers. But even if a guessed formula is 
true in a large number of cases where it has been tested, 
it would be no proof but only a conjecture. Ramanujan’s 
work contains many proofs and conjectures. He had an 
uncanny insight into algebraic form and took up some of 
the most difficult problems, which mathematicians in various 
countries had taken up in different times, but quite independently 
and in ignorance of what they had done. It was but natural 
that many of his guesses should have been proved true and 
some wrong, but even the wrong guesses revealed the brilliance 
of his genius. Besides the Theory of Numbers, special mention 
may be made of his theorems regarding infinite series, Elliptic 


functions, Theory of Partitions, modular relations and mock- 
theta functions. 


It is to be fervently hoped and prayed on this occasion. 
of the centenary of the College that more mathematicians of the 
type of Ramanujan may be produced by our Alma Mater and 
that the city of Kumbakonam may maintain its reputation 
of being the ‘Cambridge of South India.’ 


N. Hari Rao MA, B. І. 
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Professor К. Sundararama lyer 


Professor К. Sundararama Туег was born at Palamaner in the 
then North Arcot District, Madras Presidency, on 4th October 
1854, in an orthodox family. His father Sesha Туег was а 
Revenue Inspector in the Kumbakonam Talug from 1863 to 
1878. Mr. Sundararama Iyer began his education іп an elemen- 
tary school in Swamimalai in his seventh year. Не had 
Upanayanam in 1862 at Tirupathi. Їп 1864 he joined the 
Provincial School at Kumbakonam, which was then under 
Mr. W. А. Porter as headmaster and Mr. Т, Gopala Rao as 
Assistant Master. He passed the Matriculation examination іп 
1869 and the F. A. in 1871 both in the First class. He graduated 
in February 1874. He was appointed asa Teacher on Rs.60/- 
in a High School at Ernakulam. Іп the second half of 1875, 
he was appointed as Senior Assistant Masterin the then 
Government Zillah (High) School at Salem. He obtained a 
job іп 1877 in the Wardlaw London Mission School at Bellary 
and subsequently as second master of the Town High 
School, Kumbakonam. He served in the Brennen Zillah school 
at Tellicherry from April 1877 to August 1831. Mr. Sundararama 
Iyer took the М. A. degree in March 1881, taking History, Hcono- 
mics & Philosophy as his subjects. He was appointed a 
lecturer in the Kumbakonam College in August 1881. At 
about the close of 1881, he was co-opted to the Town High 
School Committee. In 1890, at the request ofthe Travancore 
Government Mr. Sundararama Iyer went to Travancore on 
Rs. 800/- as tutor to His Highness the Second Prince of 
Travancore, Prince Marthanda Varma, to coach up the latter for 
the В. A. degree examination in Branch V (History & Economics). 
Prince Marthanda Varma passed the B. A. degree examination in 
Madras in 1891. As the Prince was keen, on studying for the M. A. 
degree examination, Mr. Sundararama Iyer was permitted by 
the the Madras Government to remain in Trivandrum till 1893. 
Early in 1893, Swami Vivekananda after travelling in North 
and South India, went to Trivandrum and stayed with Mr. 
Sundararama Iyer for a week, made friends with the leading 
men of the place and had also an audience with the 
Maharajah. 
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In 1894, Sundararama Туег reverted to the Madras Edu- 
cational department and became а lecturer in History & 
Economics in Ше Kumbakonam College. He was transferred 
to the Rajahmundry College, where he served during 1895 to 
1836. Іп 1905 he acted as Professor of History in Presidency 
College. Не retired in 1907. After retirement, he began to 
take interest in Hindu religion and Philosophy and for that 
purpose obtained a working knowledge of Sanskrit. He organized 
a Vedanta class in his house with the aid of an able Pandit. 
He also received initiation in Yoga. He was the Secretary of the 
Porter Town Hall for many years. He assiduously collected funds 
and by strenuous endeavour brought into existence the 
Gopala Rao Library. He presented 400 volumes to the Gopala Rao 
Library in 1896. He placed the Advaita Sabha, Kumbakonam, 
then working in а small way for many years, on a 
stable basis, besides contributing Вз. 2009/- out of his 
funds, now much depleted by the loss of his life’s Savings 
by the crash of Arbuthnut & Co. in 1906, and by collecting 
money from the public, and continually travelling for that 
purpose. In the end, the Sabha was placed on a substantial 
and stable basis, himself continuing as secretary 
and arranging annual sessions of Pandits. In 1909, he 
went to Tinnevelly at the request of influential men of the 
place and took up the Principalship of the Tinnevelly Hindu 
College to restore discipline in the College and rehabilitate the 
institution. In spite of the ardent request of the committee 
of the College, he stuck to his resolve to work in the College for only 
one year and not more, left the College and returned to Kumba- 
konam wherein he spent the remaining porton of his life except 
a period of four years in Mylapore, Madras, till he died at the ripe 
old age of 81 in Kumbakonam оп 5th May 1938. During his 
retirement, he was incessantly studying, writing and delivering 
lectures. While in Madras, he was connected for five years with 
the ‘Hindu Message’, a weekly Journal dealing with the higher 
aspects of the Hindu Religion. Soon after his death, THE HINDU in 
a Sketch ой his life wrote “Professor Sundararaman 
commanded universal reverence and esteem. His personality, 
though unassuming, was none the less impressive. His writings 
were marked by a breadth of outlook and a virility that won 
appreciation. A lover of the old and a close student of history, 
he had a profound faith in the Hindu Sastras. His heart went 
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out to the low and the suffering and there was no worthy cause 
which he did not асбіуеіу sympathize in and generously donate 
for. His literary productions wera scholarly, realistic and 
analytical. His powerful реп he utilised to repel the many 
wilful attacks on ancient Hindu religion which the traducers of 
Hinduism often indulged in. Philosophy he mastered and taught. 
Sanskrit he learned late and used his learning to illuminate and 
modernise the neglected Hindu, philosophic doctrines. Books 
were his constant companions and causes his Spouse,” 


В. Aravamudu Iyengar 
Secretary, 
Prof. Sundararama Iyer Research Institute, Kumbakonam, 





Rao Bahadur А. С. Pranatharthihara lyer 


He was born on 20th Feb. 1857 and died on Sth June 1938. 
He was educated in the Govt. College, Kumbakonam and was 
employed in the different branches (School, Inspection and 
Direction) of the Madras Educatianal Department. He rose to the 
position of Deputy Director of Public Instruction and 
Inspector of Schools. He retired in 1937 as the Registrar of 
Books, Madras. He was member of various Municipal Councils, 
Taluk and District Boards. Аз Fellow of the Madras 
University, President of the Madras Teachers Guild ( from 
1919 to 1925) and a member of the Trust Board of 
Sir М. Ct. Muthiah Chettiar High School, Madras, he gave 
valuable guidance aud help to the members of the teaching 
profession. During the period he held office in the Education 
Department a number of reforms was introduced in the system of 
education. The scheme of lectures which he was instrumental 
in organizing for the benefit of the Elementary School teachers 
of Madras (on the line of the University Extension Lectures 
in England) had been productive of excellent results. His 
staunch advocacy of the rights of Indians іп the educational 
Service before the Royal Commission on Public Services in 
India is a proof of his characteristic independence. In recognition 
of his meritorious services he was awarded the title of Rao 
Bahadur and was a Member of the Indian Service Order, 
An endowment for a Prize has been instituted іп his 


| name 
in Govt. College, Kumbakonam where he studied. 


M. Subramanian, 
Retd. Accountant-General, Madras. 


Dr. S. Rangachari 


] had the honour and privilege of knowing very well Dr, 
S. Rangachari, when he wasepractising in Madras asa doctor 
for more than 15 years. He wasoneofthe most distinguished 
doctors that adorned the medical profession in India. Numerous 
were his patients in Madras consisting of the rich, the middle 
class and the very poor. Before he came to Madras, he belonged 
to the Government Medical Service and he was the District Me lical 
Officer in Tanjore and other districts. After Government 
service for some year3, he left itand entered the career of a 
private medical practitioner and веб up practice іп Madras. 
He pursued his profession with great zeal, energy aud enthusiasm. 
He was an adept in all branches of the medical profession. 
He was a physician, a surgeon and a gynaecologist at the same 
time. He established a nursing home of his own in the 
Poonamallee High Road. Anybody could go to him for 
treatment, whether he was suffering from any long-standing, 
chronic ailment or from any acute disease requiring surgical 
operation. He would attend with equal ability and earnest- 
ness amaternity case or a surgical case or any patient 
suffering from other ailments requiring clinical treatment. 
This itself isa rare quality in any doctor. Не did not spare 
himself in his work. He scorned delights and lived laborious 
days. It may be said without fear of exaggeration that Le 
was a born ‘Karmayogi’. From morning 5 o’ clock throughout 
the day and even at nights, he was ever ready to respond to 
any call and he would attend to any patient in the shortest 
possible time. He moved about in the city in a very big and 
luxurious car. Except for some hours of sleep in his house, 
it may be said that he practically lived in his car. He 
tried to attend to as many patients as possible during a day. 
He loved his profession intensely and dedicated his whole 
life to the noble cause of relieving suffering humanity. He 
was generous to the poor and he gave treatment free фо 
them. He was always accessible and available to poor 
patients. He was very quick in the diagnosis of the disease 
and fully comprehended the method of treatment 80 well that 
he used to stay in a patient's house only for a very short time. In 
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inning many patients did not appreciate this quality. 
But pu ணட К 1 fully derived the benefit of his advice 
in many cases, people began to appreciate that it was his 
extraordinary ability and energy that distinguished him from 
the rest of the members of his profession. 


There was another characteristic of his which requires 
mention. Не rarely sent bills to either the rich оғ the middle 
class patients. He accepted without looking into the payment 
whatever was offered to him by his patients. As in “India people 
have a feeling that if they do not pay the doctor's fees, they 
incur sin and fear that their disease may not be completely 


eradicated, Dr. Rangachari was not put to any loss on this 
account, 


He was a man of few words and many patients who would 
like that the doctor should hear everything about their complaints 
and should also say many soothing and consoling words to them 
were at first disappointed. But ag they grew accustomed to his 
manner and his method and felt that they were safe in his hands, 
they ceased to grumble about it. In fact, towards the latter part 
of his career as a medical practitioner in Madras, he became very 


popular and thousands flocked to him aud appreciated his ability 
and generosity. 


Though Dr. Rangachari was a man of a variety of tastes, 
he had no time for pursuing them and so it appeared to us all 
that he had no second interest in life. Those who knew him 
well could discern in him a person of culture and taste. In 
private conversation he was jolly and could command caustic wit. 
He was good and loving to friends. His popularity was so great and 
his services were so greatly appreciated in Madras that, on his 
passing away at an early age, all people gathered to mourn his 
loss and erected a statue for him which adorns the city. The 
erection of a statue in memory of the services rendered by him 
was a unique honour done by the public of Madras. 


The Kumbakonam Colle 
him as one of its Old Boys. 
left by his will a very | 
especially scholarships for 


ge should be proud to have had 
He amassed a fairly large fortune and 
arge amount for various charities, 
poor students taking up the Study of 
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medicine or other branches of learning. His one great hobby | s 


was the buying of very good and hig. cars, and of driving 
them at great speed and of attending to the repairs of the | 
ears himself without even the assistance of a mechanic. He 
made experiments on himself in dietetios and many people 
in Madras felt that these experiments were largely respon- - 
gible for his early death. In his passing away, the medical 
profession lost one of its most distinguished. members and 
South India, one of her noblest sons е dedicated his whole 
life to the service of the people in the true spirit of ‘Karmayoga’. 


К. Balasubramania Айат, 
Advocate, High Court, Madras, 





Dewan Bahadur Sri А. V. Ramalinga Aiyar 


Among the galaxy of names adorning the records of an old 
college, those of statesmen, politicians, judges, doctors and 
engincers always merit our consideration, because of the cons- 
tructive work they leave behind for posterity to emulate оғ 
follow. Kumbakonam College reminds people of very astute 
mathematicians. The alumni. of that institution can be 
marked out by their performances in their later life as well. To be 
brief, some of our best intellects, who have indelibly written 
themselves on the pages of the history of the South belonged 
to the Government College, Kumbakonam, nestling close to 
the river Cauveri, herself contributing so much to the ferti- 
lity of the race which grew up on its banks. 


Sri А. У. Ramalinga Aiyar, though born in distant 
Tinnevelly was drawn to this college to take his degree in 
Bachelor of Arts with the First rank in the First Class in 
Mathematics in the year 1887. He was a favourite of the 
late Prof. R. V. Srinivasa Aiyar, well-known by the sobriquet, 
"Euclid Srinivasa Iyer” Не was born іп a village called 
Kodaganallur in Tinnevelly district on 10th July 1887. His 
early education was in his own district, where he matricula- 
ted and passed his Е. А. from the Hindu College. 


Though a post carrying Rs. 150/- in the Secretariat of 
the Madras Government was offered to young Ramalingam, he 
rejected the offer on the advice of his professor В. V. Srinivasa 
Aiyar, who perceived extraordinary abilities in the young man 
for shaping him into a more useful individual both to Society 
and the country. Naturally he joined the En 


gineering College, 
as his aptitude directed him that Way, and passed out First 
from that College. 


After undergoing practical training in the P. W. D. work- 
Shops at Rayapuram and at the Periyar Head-works he com- 
pleted his term of apprenticeship. From then onwards he 
served in the capacity of Asst. Engineer at the Periyar Main 
Dam. His high engineering skill and accurate knowledge of 
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higher mathematics were the determining factors in the suc- 
cessful completion of the Periyar Project. Subsequently when 
there was a sensational case against the Madras Government, 
he ably stood the cross-examination of Hardly Norton and 
that decided the case in favour of the Madras Government. 
He was immediately promoted {1913) as Superintending Engi- 
neer—a post for the first time to be given to a South Indian— 
and again in 1922 he became the Chief Engineer for the 
Madras Presidency—an honour and distinction hardly within 
reach of Indians in those times. 


In his work he was known to have been very efficient 
and painstaking. He never flinched from labour of any kind. 
He was indeed a task-master to those under him. Having 
had himself a course of strenuous service in his younger 
years, he believed that others also desirous of service in the 
Government, should put forth enough hard work to make 
both the Government and the people realise how much engi- 
neering could render a land prosperous. 


After retirement in 1923, he continued his interest in 
the profession to which he belonged. In partnership with 
the late Sri В. М. Arogyaswami Mudaliar, he proved a very 
able consultant Engineer for a number of years. His services 
of a free nature to various bodies and charitable institutions 
both in the city of Madras and outside in the Province, 
were much appreciated. Thus the Ramakrishna Mission Home, 
the P.S. High School, the Hindu High School, the Ауум 
Home, the National Girls’ School, the Loyola College 
etc. were immensely benefited by his personal supervision of 
their building constructions. 


He was connected with the University of Madras as a 
member of the Senate from 1923 to 1930 and as a member of the 
Syndicate in 1921. He attended a conference of Engineers at 
Simla as a representative of the Madras University in 1913, and іп 
1998 he went to Ceylon for advising the Ceylon Government 
in their Drainage Improvements and major Irrigation Schemes. 


Apart from his chosen path of service he rarely strayed 
into other fields. To the last he was known as a gentleman, never 
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king any piece of work taken up by him. His main pre- 
ations being of the Engineering line, he occasionally taught 
'ounger persons how to make themselves efficient in work, 
3eyond these, his interests were limited. His daily habits proved š 
how early systematie application of both mind and body to work 
could take a man not only to the top of the profession he had 
chosen, but also enable him to live a good and long life. His 
regular morning and evening walks along the roads of the city of 
Madras reminded many a younger person, starting life, how 
effortless one could toil on in life provided early habits were 
formed with a healthy mental outlook and an unfailing sense of 


duty. 
One can say of him that unstinted capacity for work and 


honesty of purpose made him a model for those who followed him 
in the service of Engineering, š 


K. Chandrasekharan. 





The ‘College Bell-Tower 
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С. К. Pattabhirama lyer 


Mr. С. В. Pattabhirama Iyer, а distinguished Old Boy of our 
College, was born in 1857. His father Mr. Ramaswami 
Туег was а Tahsildar and was highly esteemed as an efficient 
officer, He was a man of strong physigue and indomitable 
will, His wife Parvathi Ammal was a pious lady. 


Mr. Pattabhirama Туег was а man.of finc figure with а 
keen intellectual face. He took his Degree іп 1878 
and was placed in the First class and stood First in the 
Presidency. Later on he took his В. Г. Degree and started 
practice as an Advocate in Tanjore. His thorough mastery 
of Law and his power of advocacy and his forensic eloquence 
impressed everyone. After a decade he moved on to Madras 
and achieved great success in his profession as a lawyer. 
He had a very strenuous life and never made a distinction 
between rich and poor clients. 


Га 1899 he became the Judge of the City Civil Court. 
It was expected that he would be elevated to the High Court 
Bench. But that was not to be. God wished otherwise and 
in his forty-fifth year in 1902, the cruel hand of death snatched 
him away. He died of dropsy. 


As a Judge he was a master of principles and precedents 
and he studied the records of every case with care. He was 
a shrewd judge and was able to spot the truth instinctively. 
He had a peculiar habit of reading records, standing. He 
used to walk up and down his room, thinking seriously before 
coming to any decision. 


He had a great love for Literature—both English and 
Sanskrit—and a special admiration for Raja Yoga and Shakti 
philosophy. He had a high regard for Sri Sankaracharya and 
he combined piety with religious theory and practice. He was 
thus great in many ways. Many of these prominent traits 
we find in his illustrious son Dr. C. P. Ramaswami Ayyar, 
now Vice-Chancellor, simultaneously of two Universities. 

тылы 


Dewan Bahadur Srinivasaraghava Ayyangar 


Dewan Bahadur Srinivasa Raghava Ayyangar was a brilliant 
student of this College. He was one of the favourite pupils 
of Mr. W. A. Porter. Srinivasa Raghava Ayyangar had his early 
education in Kumbakonam, but he joined the Presidency College for 
his В. A. Course. He first came into prominence as a close observer 
and student of statistics. He compiled “Factors of the Great 
Indian Famine of 1887” and this brought him to the notice 
aud approbation of Sir Henry Stokes. He was  Inspector- 
General of Registration. The then Governor of Madras, Lord 
Connemara, Set him to the task of summing up the results 
of British Administration between 1850 and 1890. The immediate 
reception of this work “Forty years of Progress in British 
Administration” was tremendously hostile. This survey sought 
to prove that the period under review was one of increasing 
prosperity. It was he who laid the foundation for practically 
every great economic reform, and the reorganization of the 
Registration department has won for him an enduring 
reputation aS an administrator. He laid the seed for the 
co-operative movement. He insisted on effective steps being 
taken to combat agricultural indebtedness. He opened the eyes 
of the Government to the fact that the soil needed resuscitation. 
He also paved the way for a policy of state aid to industries. 


He was a great educational reformer as well. He found 
that the educated were drifting away from the uneducated and thus 
formed a class by themselves. He insisted on the award of 
titles like “Mahamahopadhyaya” to deserving pandits and 


scholars. He was very much ahead of his: times and made 
a thorough study of statistics and economics. 


He became the Dewan of Baroda and made the state a model 
to the rest of India. He handled the plague and famine situation 
in that State in such a masterly manner that even the keen critic, 
Lord Curzon, praised him. “Mr, Srinivasa Raghava Ayyangar was а 
fore-runner of the modern school of statesmen who concentrate оп 
the economic rather thanon the purely political side of their work.” 


—— 
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Rao Bahadur N. Krishnaswami Ayyangar 


Rao Bahadur N. Krishnaswami Ayyangar, one of the distinguished 
Old Boys of our College was a self-made man. He was born in 
1863 and started life as a schoolmaster. Once a school- 
master, always a schoolmaster. Few are the schoolmasters 
who have ventured into pastures new.” Mr. Krishnaswamy 
Ayyangar was by nature intelligent and industrious, rather a diffi- 
cult and rare combination. He took his Ң. L. Degree in 1885 and 
entered the Kumbakonam Bar. He was very successful in his 
profession; but Law alone ’could not absorb all his energy and 
capacity for work. He took a lively, abiding interest in public 
affairs. He was clected to the Madras Legislative Council for 
the years 1909-12 and became also the Chairman of Kumbakonam 
Municipality. As Chairman he showed a remarkable grasp of 
problems affecting Kumbakonam and improved the town in 
many ways. He was Vice-President of the Taluk Board and 
member of the District Board. Three banking institutions—the 
Central Bank, the Union Bank and the Mutual Benefit Fund 
owe their existence and their prosperous conditions to Mr. 
Krishnaswami Ayyangar. He was President of the Kumbakonam 
Club, Vani Vilas Sabha and the Managing Committee of the 
local Town High School. There was hardly any public move- 
ment in Kumbakonam of which Mr. Krishnaswami Ayyangar 
was not the indispensable leader. He was a natural leader with 
a tall and imposing figure. He had a striking nose which 
showed his strong will and determination. Though he suffered 
from defective hearing he grasped things with an instinctive 
shrewdness. He cultivated remarkably regular habits and this 
kept him in a good condition to cope with the very arduous 
professional and public duties which clung to him to the last. 


He had a good word for everyone, young or old, and he 
retained real youthfulness in the liveliness of the spirits 
and the wide interests he cultivated. He had a strenuous life and 
worked for many public causes. He passed away in June 1929. 


Rao Bahadur 14, Krishnaswami Ayyangar has founded a Prize 
to be awarded annually in the shape of a Gold Medal for the best 
essay in English from among the members of the College Union, 
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SECTION Ш 


Reminiscences 


A Message 


The celebration on a grand scale of the establishment of 
the Kumbakonam College is not merely an event of outstand- 
ing importance in the life-history of a local institution or of 
Tamilnad, of which it is a shining ornament, or of Indian 
education in general, but it is also a noteworthy event in 
the history of India and of Indian Culture. Ours is an anci- 
ent culture which was luminous and beneficent and shed its 
rays of wisdom on the whole world when the rich and proud 
and progressive West Was in comparative savagery. Great 
Universities like those at Nuddea and Nalanda, Taxila and 
Vikramasila were well-known all over the world long before 
those in Oxford and Cambridge and London and Paris rose 
to fame. But after the Reformation and the Renaissance the 
West went far ahead and the eminence of Science there has 
given to it a new world importance. The British rule in 
India was made possible by the raw age of science апа, 
rationalism and democracy and India had to learn the new 
lessons of modern knowledge to fulfil herself and have a 
great second Renaissance. In this task the Indian Univer- 
sities have played a great part, though they came into being 
under the aegis of the British Rule and in a period of 
India’s slavery. Under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi 
who was the finest flower of the union of the ancient Indian. 
and the modern Western cultures, India has now attained 
her independence by the essentially Indian technique of Satya 
and Ahimsa (Truth and non-violence), thus adding a new 
white chapter to the black and blood-stained pages of the 
history of the «world. The Kumbakonam College will never 
forget its origin and history and destiny or the great role 
which has been played by ib as one of the makers of modern 
India. The Madras University, of which it is an ornament, 
will soon be celebrating its own centenary. 


Oxford has been described by Matthew Arnold ag the 
city of fhe dreaming spires. This description befits Kumba- 
konam even more appropriately. All the schools of Indian 
philosophic thought have flourished well at Kumbakonam for 
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A Message 77 
centuries. The Tanjore District is the child of the Cauveri 
and Kumbakonam is its brain. It has produced very great 
men in recent times and it used to be said: “What Kumba- 
konam thinks to-day the rest of India will think to-morrow.” 
It owes this high distinction to the Kumbakonam College. 
The College attained early a, very high name for eminence 
in Mathematics and used to be called the Cambridge of South 


India. 


I hope that very soon, and as an aspect of the Cente- 
nary celebration, a syndicate of scholars who are alumni of 
the College will give to the world a correct and brilliant 
history of the College. I wish that the great ideas of the 
Kumbakonam College Old Boys’ Association in regard to the 
Centenary Celebration by way of adding to the prestige and 
utility of the College will be realized soon. Incidentally I 
may proudly point out that 1954 marks also the Centenary 
of the birth of my honoured father who served the College 
for three decades and helped to build up a great name for 
it. I am now in my sere and yellow leaf and graduated 
from the College before our twentieth century began. Т love 
my Alma Maier and am proud of her. May she play in 
Independent India an even greater role than she has played 
during the past one hundred years! 


К. S. Ramaswami Nastri 





My Recollections 


] was not successful in my first attempt $0 pass the 
Matriculation Examination of the Madras University held іп 
1905. My Headmaster of the Town. High School, Sri У. В. 
Venkateswara lyer, who is now past 85 and who ің still 
living, gave me a cub with his cane and expressed disappointment 
that Опе who had been expected to come out with a First 
Class should have failed. І passed the examination in 1906 
in the First Class and entered the Kumbakonam College. I 
secured a scholarship for all the four years of my stay in 
the college. It was a scholarship intended for poor students, 
I passed both the F.A. and B. A. examinations in the First 
Class from the Kumbakonam College. Some of my class-mates 
who were studying іп the F.A. class left Kumbakonam for 
Madras to study in the Presidency, Christian or Pachaiyappa's 
College but Mr. Littlehailes, the then Principal of the Presidency 
College, was good enough to keep a seat unfilled until he 
wrote and found out from me that finance stood in the way 
of my going to Madras. 


І am not a believer in idle reminiscences, But one or 


two instances of my college days stand out in some 
relief, 


One of my mathematics professors was outstanding 
and could without a second look at tho figure on the blackboard 
containing all the twenty-six letters of the alphabet recall 
and explain the figure for a whole hour without making even 
a single mistake. Naturally he was too quick for some of 
the students who did not take kindly to him. 


А second instance is the case of one of my class- 
mates һо — may his soul rest in peaoe! — is no 
more with us, started practising for а mile race from 
the very next day after the Sports. Не was so tenacious 
that he practised running for almost all the 365 days 


and came out second in the mile race of the next 
year, 
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In those days Kumbakonam was поб а centre for holding 
B. A. examinations. I therefore went to Madras to sit for the 
В. A. examination. 1 found by comparing notes that the 
students who had studied in the Madras Colleges had a good 
deal more of self-confidence than І had and could reel off 
answers to possible questions anuch more readily than those 
from  mofussil colleges. However a few of the students of 
mofussil colleges did secure a First Class in their B. A. subjects. 
Suceess in the B. A. meant parting of ways. Some of my 
class-mates took to Law, some others studied for M. A. and 
a few joined the Engineering College -which then admitted 
only 20 or 24 students to the engineer class each year. I have 
been uniformly lucky as Engineer. It was only once that my 
promotion was postponed and my junior got promoted in 
preference to me. І owe it to the-kindness and generosity 
of the Madras Government that I was given an opportunity 
to study the engineering dams built across the rivers in the 
United Kingdom, the United States, France, Switzerland and Egypt. 
I may be permitted to advise my young friends of the student 
population that luck or what I would prefer to call God’s 
grace plays a very major part in one's life. All that we can 
contribute is not to strike out short-cuts, but to have faith 
in the long-term policy of clinging to truth and doing our 
yery best in whatever situation we may find ourselves. 


N. Govindaraja Iyengar, 
Member, Union Public Service Commission. 


Mr. Govindarajan presided over the College & Old Boys’ Day in 
March 1950; be has endowed a sum of Rs. 2000, and the Srimathi 
Champakalakshmi Ammal scholarship is being awarded annually: out of 
the interest on this endowment. Ей. 





Some Reflections 


My association with the СоПеуе relates toa period almost а 
third ofacentury ago. Since then my career has been devoted 
to tackling some aspect ог other of the current affairs of the 
Government of India. For the last five years, І have been engaged 
in directing the financial organization of some of the country's 
biggest irrigation and pdwer projects. АП of us have heard about 
the mighty Bhakra-Nangal project on the Sutlej river in the 
Punjab, the Damodar Valley schemesin Bihar and Bengal, the 
colossal Hirakud Dam on the Mahanadi іп Orissa and the like. 
I have been lending a helping hand, however humble it might be, 
in ensuring that these huge undertakings really turn out to be 
first class assets for the India of the future. Placed as Tam, 
I work for the future. Normally, therefore, I do not look 
into the past nor am I a fond believer in a bygone 
“Golden Age”. 


The only thought that occasionally enters my mind in 
regard to the past is whether I have fully utilized all the 
opportunities afforded to me to the best advantage; in retrospect, 
І sometimes try to assess whether the institutions 1 passed 
through have succeeded in turning out worthwhile men—men 
of character who will contribute to. the building up of a stable 
future. 


Itis in this respect that the traditions of an institution 
Serve its constituents continuously. When I entered the College, 
its hoary past embraced the achivements of stalwarts in the 
educational field like Porter and Gopala Rao, While the educa- 
tionists of my days at College had the traditions of these giants 
to guide them, the student population, in whose ranks I stood 
included, could set before themselves, аф any rate for emulation 
in dreams, the pinnacle in the research fields reached by the 
mathematical prodigy, Ramanujam. The teacher and 
the taught together thus ran a race with the past 


and in my reckoning, the results are not a little ` flatter. 
ing to both. 


SRI L. S. VAIDYANATHAN 
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Principals like Р, Rajagopala Iyer built excellent labora- 
bories and workshops much in advance of the common standards 
required in their days. Professors like Patrachariar could succeed 
in making even fools understand Calculus. Professor 
Hanumantha Rao who was presiding over the Chemistry 
laboratory left teaching of Chemistry to his portly laboratory 
attender, Aiyah Pillai, while he himself infused a good knowledge 
of Economics into his pupils. I recollect an occasion when Prof. 
Hanumantha Rao presided over a learned lecture on “Hook 
Worm” by an American medical research worker of the Rocke- 
feller Foundation. The Professor started. his concluding remarks 
by asking, “Do we realize how much each one of us preys 


like а hook-worm on Society?”. 


On the few occasions when 1 have re-visited the College 
since my leaving it and rambled round its grounds, I could 
notice the enlargements in class-rooms, the additions made tc 
the Laboratories and the Library. Every time I left the -сатариз 
I had the feeling that the students of the institution are.bcing 
given increasingly better facilities to fit themselves for making 
worthwhile contributions to the society іп which they wil live 
and grow. The good traditions that the College has -wlways 
had and which are being continuously. bettered, and added to; 
have already set up a halo round the institution at the close 
of a century of its existence. Let us hope that in the new 
era that is dawning, in the second century of its existenca 
which the College now enters upon, the halo will grow brighter 
and brighter and will for ever be a beacon light for the guidance 
of the youngsters who will pass through its portals. 


S. Ratnam, 


Joint Secretary, Central Ministry of Finance. 
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My College 


When, after a few years of scholastic life I emerged from the 
portals of the Kumbakonam College in the ante-penultimate 
year of the last century, little did I dream that I should be 
entering them again, after the lapse of only three years, 
though in a different role. In the case of the majority of 
Old Boys of an educational institution, their reminiscences 
will naturally be confined to the years when they were stu- 
dents; but mine include also my experiences when I was a 
member of the staff of the College. I was first appointed 
to the College in February 1902 and I retired from service 
in February 1937, having been a teacher for very nearly thirty- 
five years, twenty of which were spent in my Alma Mater. 
I believe that persons circumstanced like myself who main- 
tained an active connection with the institution which gave 
them their education for such a long time can be counted 
on one’s fingers, with some fingers to spare. In what follows 
І shall try to restrict the use of the first person Singular as 
much as possible. 


Between 1895 and 1808 there were four Principals, 
Mr. E. W, Middlemast, Mr. J. B. Bilderbeck, Rao Bahadur 
С. Nagoji Rao and Mr. A. A. Hall. The first was a routi- 
nist, the second a disciplinarian who, however, frequently 
relaxed, the third a martinet and the last a complete misfit. 
Mr. Middlemast was a mathematics man and taught that 
subject in the various classes; in addition he had to do some 
English in at least one class, as there was then a depart- 
mental rule that every Principal ought to give some instruc- 
tion in English. Mr. Middlemast salved his conscience by 
asking students to read English passages from some book chosen 
at random, His successors all engaged the classes in English. 


When it came to Mr. Hall's turn, the studen 
more amusement than iustruction. Having 
years іп the Teachers’ College, Saidapet, 
supposed to teach graduates how to 
felt like a fish out of water when he was asked 
College. He was very fond of the w 
on all occasions when he was surpri 
entered the College building and loo 


bs gob 

Spent many 
where he was 
teach, Mr. Hall 
to serve in an Arts 
ord ‘wonderful’ and used if 
sed. One morning when he 
ked at the College clock, he 
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remarked: “Kumbakonam is a very wonderful place; not only have 
1 traversed the distance bebween my bungalow and the College 
in no time, but I have actually gained some minutes.” He 
was not happy during his two months’ stay here, except when 
he was playing his favourite game of tennis in the College 
courts. Unfortunately, every дау, one incident or another put 
him out. For instance, one morning he happened to go to the 
College office for some information and the Head Clerk, who 
was hard of hearing, bent forward and placed his right hand 
near his right temple after the fashion of such people. A few 
minutes after, Mr. Hall went into the. Library for a book, 
and when he asked the Librarian about it, the latter repeated 
the Head Clerk’s performance. Mr. Hall roared out: “Does the 
Kaveri water make you, too, deaf?” It must have been a 
great relief to him when he was posted back to his favourite 
Training College. 


Among the gurus who brought up their disciples, special 
mention must be made of two to whom I owe a great deal. It 
was my good fortune to sit at the feet of Rao Bahadur 
S. Seshayya and Mahamahopadhyaya P. Rangachariarto learn 
my English and Sanskrit respectively. The little knowledge 
of the English language that I claim with pardonable pride 
and the great love I bear toits literature were instilled into 
me by the first-mentioned teacher. Every class of bis was a 
feast of reason and a flow of soul. I was specially attracted 
by his method of teaching. When a passage was being construed 
he would choose more important and etymologically interesting 
words and explain them by referring to words or passages akin 
to them. Не profusely illustrated his explanations from 
Sanskrit and Tamil classics. This served todrive home into the 
minds of his students the sense of the passages he was explaining. 


The other gentleman was at that time the unchallenged 
head of Sanskrit scholars in South India. He was universally 
respected not only for his learning but for his sterling character 
and uprightness. One characteristic of his teaching which I have 
never met with in anybody else was that he never had in front 
of him a copy of the text-book he was teaching, whether 16 was an 
old classic or the latest lucubration of some obscure candidate for 
admission into the Pandit world who had somehow managed to 
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get his production prescribed as a text-book. Along with the 
other Mahamahopadhyaya, tbe well-known Tamil scholar, 
V. Swaminatha Ayyar, Pandit Rangachariar kept alive the musical 
side of College life by insisting in every class on students 
reading the stanzas of poetry they had to study and even bhe 
Sanskrit prose passages, іп ragas appropriate to the occasion. 
Mr. Swaminatha Ayyar was himself a musician and he set 
the passages to the appropriate tunes and asked his students 
бо imitate him. The corridors of the College used to ring 
with the sound of these recitations and though this disturbed 
the work in other. classes by attracting attention, all 
enjoyed the occasion, including puritanical mombers of the 
Staff. 


Before closing this part of my reminiscences as a student, 

I wish to refer in particular to one lecturer, who became Principal 
only after I had completed my course. This was Mr. J. M. 
Hensman, a Jaffna gentleman, who was a most impressive teacher 
and took a personal interest in his students. The Hensman 
family has contributed a respectable quota to the Public Service. 
There was a Hensman in the Accountant-General’s Office, Madras, 
another in the office of the Registrar, Madras University, a third 
in the High Court as Deputy Registrar and a fourth in the medical 
profession (he is still happily with us, less well-known, perhaps, 
than his wife, Mrs. Mona Hensman). My Professor was a good 
English scholar and his English classes formed a refreshing 
contrast to those of many other lecturers; when he retired from 
Government service, he went back to his native island and sebtled 
down in Jaffna, his ancestral town. He was unfortunate in his 
children, as all of them died before him, leaving only a grand 
daughter and her husband to tend him in his old age. When 
I visited Coylon a few years ago, 1 made a special pilgrimage to 

рау шу respects to my old teacher, whom I found in a most 

pitiably helpless state. He had lost the use of his limbs and had 

to be wheeled along in an invalid chair to attend to his physical 
needs. Before I took leave, the grand-daughter put a huge tome 
in my hands which she was using as a Sort of Visitors’ Book and 
asked me to sign and offer any remarks іп it that I liked. What 

were my Surprise and pleasure at finding that the page previous 

to the one I was shown contained two or three sentences from the 

pen of the Right Hon’ble У, 6, Srinivasa Sastri! 


П 


I now come to the second part of my experiences-viz,, 
those relating to the years when I was a. member of the staff 
of the College. As stated earlier, I graduated from the College 
in January 1833 (the University examinations were then held 
in December and January and the academic year more or less 
coincided with the Calendar year, there being only two terms, 
from January to May and from July to December). I was 
. posted as Assistant Lecturer of this College in Mathematics 
in February 1902. Most of the members of the staff were old 
teachers of mine, as was to be expected; but among the 
students, there were some who were either my class- 
mates or my juniors. Readers can easily picture to themselves 
the delicate situation in which I found myself. There were 
very few students younger than myself, and for the first few 
days I combated the feeling of inferiority complex which 
threatened to overwhelm me and came out of the struggle 
with flying colours. Within a week of my beginning my career 
as a teacher, the students in all the classes had once for all 
discovered that І was not to be trifled with. To the end of 
my career, I had absolutely no trouble with the students. 
But it took me a much longer time to get myself accustomed 
to the life in the Staff Common Room, where I had to rub 
shoulders with gentlemen who had been, but three years before, 
my teachers and whom I still approached with awe. The 
change-over from being called Patrachari to b2ing hailed as 
Mr. Patrachariar was cataclysmic and I could not easily make 
up my mind to hobnob with my erstwhile gurus. But all of 
them were uniformly kind to me and contributed not a little 
to make me feel at ease. In this the oldest and most revered 
of my teachers had the largest share. ІҒІ were to forget any 
of these great souls—which God forbid—I should be guilty of 
the basest ingratitude. In course of time І got the 
same treatment from the officials and the public of 
Kumbakonam as was meted out to the older members of 


the staff. 
А few words as to how І came to be posted to Kumbakonam 


as Assistant Lecturer may be of interest to readers. After 
I graduated from the College, I joined Presidency College 
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for my М. А. studies іп Mathematics and after leaving. 
it, joined the Teachers' College for my training. 


І had just finished the L. T. course and answered the 
theory portion of the University Examination when I was 
offered the job in the Kumbakonam College. The circumstances 
under which this came about were briefly these :- The 
Mathematics Assistant Lecturer had to leave, having been selected 
for training for one of the newly created Police Deputy Superinten- 
dentships. For some time past, there was no member of the 
staff, other than the Pandit, who knew Sanskrit and as each 
of the four College classes had translation from Sanskrit into 
English and vice versa, somebody had to be found for doing 
that work. The Librarian (the same gentleman into whose ears 
Mr. Hall shouted) had been asked to do the translation in 
addition to his own duties in the Library. After doing this 
extra work for some time, he asked for additional remuneration 
which was, unreasonably enough, refused by the Director. In his 
turn the Librarian refused to work without any Salary. 


With matters at this stage, there occurred the mathe- 
matics vacancy referred to above. In aSking the Director for 
a new mathematics man, the Principal had added that he 
wanted also a Sanskrit graduate for translation work. B 
the fortunate accident of knowing Sanskrit as well as Mathe- 
matics I got the job. I continued in Kumbakonam for about 
eight years when I was transferred to Saidapet. I came 
back to this College after having occupied the coveted posi- 
tion of Assistant Professor in the Presidency College for a 
short time. In 1922, I was once again transferred, this time 
to distant Anantapur from which I had to migrate to various 
places: Rajahmundry, Coimbatore and Guindy, until, finally, 


in 1981 I returned to Kumbakonam “o die at home at 
last.’ 


Throughout all this 


period the staff common room was my 
Paradise. At no time 


did I find any discord or  misunder- 
Standing among the members of the Staff and the various 


common lunches in the common room had much to do to 
bring about this harmony. Мү. A. В. Vaidyanatha Ayyar 
(the Professor of English) was the most entertaining member 
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of the common room, though each contributed his share 
to the common fund of cheerfulness. 


I shall stop here and bid farewell to my readers (if 
апу), informing them that Т am still going strong in spite of 
my seventy two years and hawe not lost my zest for teaching 
not only mathematics but every subject. 


May my College flourish for ever. 


К. S. Patrachart 



































THE COLLEGE CREST (OLD) 


Reminiscences 


In extending to me the privilege of sending my ‘reminiscences 
relating to the Kumbakonam College”, the Souvenir Editorial 
Committee have tacitly given me the concession of saying 
whatever І choose, of rambling without cogency or logical con- 
nexion and of detailing anecdotes, however trivial they may be. 
They seem to recognise that the advance of age entitles one to write 
loosely without being checked or questioned. 1 thank them 
for this generous concession and will avail mysolf fully of it. 


I had heard of the greatness of the Kumbakonam College 
as early as 1893 when I was iuthe II Form of a High Schoo- 
in an adjacent town. My school-fellows and I heard with wondering 
attention that thé students in Kumbakonam were playing with 
a ball which they kicked about for enjoyment. Games like 
football were then unknown to us; in fact, I showed complete 
ignorance of football when, in the old F. A. class, our Physiology 
lecturer tried to illustrate the structure of the eye by comparing 
if with a football with the bladder enclosed in it. Even in 
those benighted days, the Kumbakonam College was noted for 
its keen interest in Western games. 


After passing the Ғ.А. (now called Intermediate) exami- 
nation, l appeared before Mr. Hensman, the then Principal of 
the Kumbakonam College, for admission to the В. A. class. 
І was not in a position to pay for my education and was told 
that a scholarship might be obtained if I could pay the College 
fees for the first two months and did well in an examination. 
In those days there was no such Old Boys' Association as now 
flourishes in the College giving a large number of Scholarships 
to poor boys. As I could not afford to pay the initial fees, 
I had to seek admission elsewhere and thus like Sir Roger's 
ancestor in The Spectator, 1 "narrowly missed” being а 
Student of this great College. 

1 remember distinctly the feelings of awe and admiration 
which the appearance of this College inspired in me when, 
for the first time, I saw the holy river flowing by and the 
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venerable peepul and other trees which stood on the foreshore 
and in the avenue leading from the outer gate to the main 
building. Some five years after this, Icame again in contact 
with this College. Kumbakonam was then, as now, a centre for 
University examinations and | came as an invigilator accompany- 
ing boys from Mannargudi which was not a centre. As I was 
crossing the river in a boat to enter the College, 1 was struck 
by the sight of two or three lecturers of the College walking 
along the verandah. They wore academic gowns and turbans 
and had, it seemed to me, an air of dignity and scholarly 
serenity. Gowns used to be worn by lecturers during College hours 
until a few years ago. It is interesting to observé: the change 
that has come over manners and fashions in the course of some 
twenty years. Occasionally, I see lecturers of foday walking 
along the corridors of the College without -turbans” or even 
coats and with just a shirt and a dhoti Бошо rouñd below 
the waist. This laxity in dress would, іп ‘thpse days, be 
considered a very serious breach of decorum. 


Іп 1920 I was posted to Kumbakonam College as Addi- 
tional Lecturer in English and took up my appointment with 
a certain amount of trepidation. The English classes were 
then large and the Senior Intermediate class, having a strength 
of over a hundred and fifty, presented a formidable appearance 
to every new lecturer. If he failed to satisfy their expectations, 
he ran the risk of being ‘booed’ at or hearing cat-calls and of 
finding the place hotter than he would desire. І soon got 
accustomed to the ways of the new institution and felt quite 


happy as the days passed by. 


In the twenties of the century, three pucca, full dress 
plays used to be enacted in the last term of the year: one in 
English, usually a play of Shakespeare’s, one in Sanskrit, 
usually one of Kalidasa’s plays and one in Tamil with plenty of 
songs. In fact the last term of the year used to be called 
‘the Drama Term’, the second term being the ‘Sports Term’. 
For over a month the rehearsals for the plays went on conti- 
nuously in the evenings. 


! When the College was under the stewardship of Mr. 
R. M. Statham, several noteworthy achievements came to be 
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recorded. Mr. Statham had a ‘flair’ for making friends and for 
moving on equal terms with Indians. Those were days when 
Englishmen who were heads of institutions or offices kept Indians 
at a respectful distance, so that the line which, they thought, 
should divide the rulers and the ruled might not fade out. Mr. 
Statham’s appeal for an Old Boys’ Association met with an enthusi- 
astic response. Іп а year or two, the number of members rose to 
a considerable figure and the subscriptions collected from 
them enabled the Association to give quite a large number 
of scholarships to poor and deserving students. 


The annual gatherings of the Old Boys’ Association 
were impressive and inspiring. I remember one of these 
gatherings over which the late К. Ramanujachariar, an Old 
Boy and former Principal of Pachaiyappa’s College, presided. 
Some two hundred members, many of them old men of over 
sixty, attended. Some had come from Mayavaram, Tanjore 
and even more distaut places as on a pilgrimage. The Presi- 
dent delivered a very eloquent address lasting for an hour 
and kept the audience spell-bound and reverent. The meeting 
was held under an old banyan tree at the entrance to the 
playground. There were no decorations, no flags, no buntings, 
no coloured electric lamps; but the glowing faces of the old 
students and the venerable pose and dignified manner of the 
President still remain vivid in my memory. 


Mr. Statham and Mr. P. Rajagopala Ayyar, who followed 
him as Principal, took a very enthusiastic interest in games 
and athletics. It was by their joint efforts that the 
College Canoe Club came into existence, a club the like 
of which was then to be seen only at Rajahmundry and, at present, 
in Annamalainagar also. It is not easy to write reminiscences 
without introducing the egotistic ‘I’. I may, therefore, be 
excused for saying that in 1930 or so, I became a member 
of the Canoe Club and used to row regularly after College 
work for a furlong against the current of the Cauveri. 
This was a most pleasant and vigorous exercise and I believe 
it has given me a new lease of life. According to an aStrologi- 
cal prediction, I should have died in 1916. What keeps 
me still going strong is, doubtless, my former membership 
of the boat club and those Students and lecturers who do 
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not look upon old age as a curse would do well to take to this 
refreshing pastime in much larger numbers. 


Occasionally the College had the honour of being visited 
by the Governors of Madras. One of these was gracious enough 
(іп 1921 or 1922, I forget the gate) to meet the lecturers and 
Students in one of the College halls. Mr. T. K. Hanumantha 
Rao, who was then Vice-Principal, welcomed His. Excellency 
in а shorb extempore speech. In the course of it he referred 
to опе or two of the urgent requirements of the College and 
requested their favourable consideration by the Governor. To 
us who heard the speech, there was nothing irrelevant or 
objectionable in it. But we saw the Private Secretary walking 
in and out of the hall apparently uneasy and fretting and 
fuming at the remarks, a gist of which had not been previously 
communicated to His Excellency. This looks like an instance 
of the distant, unapproachable and exclusive attitude of the 
old English administrators and officials. 


It was this Governor of Madras (or was it some Other?) 
who said about the College playground that it was the finest 
lawn he had ever seen outside Oxford and Cambridge. 


I have very pleasant memories of the lunch interval 
during the years 1920-23. Some six or seven of the Lecturers 
and Assistant Lecturers, among whom Mr. K.S. Patrachariar, 
the late Т. К. Hanumantha Rao and the late L. A. Ganapathi 
Ayyar were seniors, had, what might be called, a ‘communal 
lunch. Each brought his own tiffin, of course, but there was 
a distribution of every dish among all the party. It was not, 
however, the dishes that made the time pleasant, but the 
laughter and merriment, the quips and cranks, the jokes іп 
which even senior members took part, throwing overboard all 
formal restraints. It may be asked why only six or seven members 
of the staff met at lunch. In those days the staff numbered 
only twenty or s2 and some of them went home for their 
tiffin, their houses being very near the College. 


The present Centenary Celebrations remind me of the 
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations in 1931. Dr. S. В. U. Savoor, who later 
became the Director of Public Instruction, was then Principal. 
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Не was very keon іп furthering the advancement of the College 
in all possible ways and organized the Diamond Jubilee with 
the main object of placing the College prominently before the 
public of the Madras Presidency. During his Principalship he 
made earnest and enthusiastic attempts to start Honours 
courses in the College in at least one or two «subjects that 
do not require expensive laboratories. He wrote strongly to 
the Government to restore Philosophy as a subject of study 
in the В. A. classes. He pointed out that in Kumbakenam 
where the great philosopher, Sri Sankaracharya, had founded 
a Mutt, if was an anomaly that the study of Philosophy 
Should have been discontinued in the College. But the times 
were not favourable. Financial stringency stood inthe way 
of the Government accepting his proposals. There were even 
distant and ominous rumours that Kumbakonam College 
might be closed, but happily for Succeeding generations of 
Students, the danger was averted. 


Before I conclude, I may be permitted to mention the 
names of two senior lecturers in English who died a premature 
death—Messrs. К. S. Vaidyanatha Ayyar and D. A. Narasimham 
Pantulu. Besides being good scholars in English they 
had both a great love for Sanskrit Literature. As Lecturers 
they were both impressive and highly esteemed. They set 
before themselves a very high standard of efficiency and never, 
in the least, deviated from it. It was a pleasure to serve 
under them and with them and I take this opportunity of 
paying my tribute to their memory. 


M. R. Rajagopalan 
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Kumbakonam in my mind had been associated with blind 
orthodoxy, but 1 found the people and the place quite congenial 
to me and І recollect with great satisfaction the pleasant years 
which I spent there as Principal of the. venerable Government 
College, Kumbakonam. 1 shared a house with one of the ortho- 
dox gentlemen and I found myself welcome everywhere. 


The College had an active Old Boys' Association which 
collected funds to help poor boys to get higher education. I 
found a well-managed hostel, the students interested in many 
extra College activities like rowing and sports. There was 
great rush for admissions and owing to the keenness of the 
Old Boys we very soon obtained sanction to increase the 
admissions. There was demand for opening new courses and 
affiliation in subjects like Botany was also possible before long. 
I found that the College had started admitting a few women 
students and I helped to provide a good sitting room and other 
facilities for them so that more of them may join for higher 
education. Without this facility very few of them would have 
got the opportunity as there were no colleges for women in the 
neighbourhood. 


The atmosphere was so congenial and the people so 
responsive that I found no difficulty in carrying out many 
improvements in the College. Besides the increase in admis- 
sions and opening of new courses, the College was given a 
platoon in the U.O. T.C. Through the munificence of a local 
gentleman, a foot-bridge connecting the town and the College 
soon came into existence to replace the old ferry. 


1 recollect with pleasant memories all the associations 1 
had with the famous town and College and am thankful to 
have had the opportunity to serve the College. I pray that 
the College may continue to grow in all directions and be a 
source of joy and inspiration particularly to the people of 
Kumbakonam and surrounding areas. 

Dr, К. C. Chakko 


The Early Twenties 


No fool ever wrote except for money, said Dr. Johnson. But 
reminiscences can be written witkout remuneration. They bring a 
secret delight to the writer. They gratify his vanity. So unremune- 
rated I write and unrewarded the reader may have to read. 


My first years of service in the Education department 
were in the Government College, Kumbakonam. The century 
was in the early twenties and so was I. I have always looked 
upon these years as a fortunate beginning, for at that time 
there were several on the College staff whom age and ex- 
perience had mellowed. It was something of an education to 
have listened to their odd memories, or laughed at their 
spicy anecdotes, or heeded (or perchance scorned!) their mild 
warnings and counsels. The graceful art of social deference 
was inculcated almost unconsciously. I have observed the lack 
of that grace in institutions where there is an absence of 
this leavening of youth with age. I was the youngest of the 
colts. I had my first lessons in biting the bit (unaccompanied, 
thank God, by biting the dust!) and in having the reins 
thrown to you too. I had my share of gentle raps on the 
knuckles—if raps on the knuckles could eyer be gentle. I 
had my cupful of praise and encouragement, and my meed . 
of sympathy over departmental reverses. 


Statham was my first Principal. Those were his salad 
days. He blazed like a comet in the educational world, until 
higher office and responsibility cooled him down into a reg- 
pectable planet in its orbit. His notions of a code and an 
ethos pertaining to college life were far removed from the 
staid conceptions then prevalent. 


1 recall the fun we had when the efigy of Chaucer 
was burnt in the College campus in celebration of the victory 


in the University Senate over the resolution to abolish 
Chaucer in the B. A. curriculam. 


My next Principal was P. Rajagopala Iyer. His tall 
gaunt frame, slowly striding the verandah, Sometimes doubly 
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armed with umbrella and walking stick, cannot be easily for- 
gotten. He used to come to the College in an old dog-cart- 
like contrivance which, like him, was a relic of better times, 
The title of Rao Sahib conferred on him was another con- 
firmtion of the end of useful days. 


There was another Rao Sahib in the College. That was 
Т. К. Hanumantha Rao of the Chemistry department. I believe 
the two Rao Sahibs hang together in some College Hall. 
T. K. H.’s second love was Co-operation. He used to come to 
College in a bullock cart, which sometimes took us to some 
neighbouring village, whore he spoke of the charms of his 
new-found lady. He held forth with rare folicity on the sub- 
ject of co-operation, political economy, and even the shifts 
and changes of exchange and currency, all in the homeliest 
Tamil. He had an extensive library of books on these sub- 
jects. Ш was in his library that I first confronted the 
Rochdale pioneers. He had a jealous care of his books and 
never lent them to anyone. When he relaxed his rule in my 
favour, friends wondered what charms and spells worked the 
change. And in the first book I opened, what a feast of 
marginal lines and underlinings!—all in red and green ink, 
doubtless done with ruler and blotter, for there was neither 
blot nor even a stray streak of a line! How true that was of 
his life too, neither blot nor blotch! I recall with sad 
remorse how we used to listen, with the mild amusement of 
well-bred improvidence, to his economic planning of his life in 
retirement when his income would have been halved! His 
services to the cause of co-operation have been commemorated 
in the halls of the T.U.C.S. as one of its founders, and 
they do not need my feeble pen. I used to see him some- 
times in his retirement in his old home in Big Strect, 
Triplicane. To my delight he still preserved his habit as he 
talked to you, of massaging his shirt or coat, as the case 
may be, where his navel was—a symbol truly of a quiet and 
deep satisfaction over a life usefully spent. 


My memories of Patrachariar—happily with us still—a fine 
Spécimen of the versatility that was a feature of the Collegians 
of those times—and of his lively anecdotes are still green. 
My most vivid image of him is his tiny frame, sending long 
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chopped strokes to the baseline, all the while reciting a few 
hymns from the Vedas or improvising swaras for some Carnatic 
melody, or elucidating a phrase in Sanskrit for old K. К. Doraiswami 
Iyer who, having cultivated a late amour for Sanskrit at the 
age of superannuation, flaunted his mistress at the Tennis court. 
Speaking of Sanskrit, I must pay my debt of gratitude 
to the venerable В. У. Krishnamachariar, who taught me the 
three dramas of Kalidasa. Though myself on the staff, I 
could find time to attend his classes along with my own 
B. A. students. He suspended the teaching of a scene if for 
any reason I could not be present—a partiality the like of 
which only gods in fables show to their favourites. His 
exposifion of Kalidasa was more enjoyable than that of 
Shakespeare in the halls of colleges. One of the richest re- 
wards of that time was the acting of Sakuntala in Sanskrit, 
in Which the revered scholar was persuaded to act Kanva's part. 


The period had its own comic  trouble-makers. 
Т, В. К. broke upon the scene with pounding energy 
and was the author of not a few contretemps. There was 
another, who shall go unnamed, who wouldn’t speak $2 me 
for months, because he thought that I was somehow reg- 
ponsible, one luckless day, for his mortification at the Common 
Room table. It happened this way. I was perusing a magazine 
article on intelligence tests which were then coming into 
vogue. I was chuckling to myself when the gentleman aforesaid 
jocularly demanded, “What are you enjoying all by yourself? 
Let us Share the joke.” 1 had a vague premonition of calamity. 
I bleated something and tried to laugh 16 off. But he was 
insistent. “Intelligence Tests! It is all a fraud. Let us have 
one of his samples,” he said. Reluctantly but with a clear 
sense of the coming catastrophe I read the following: 

“Captain Cook made three voyages, and he died in one 
of those voyages. In which voyage did he die?” 

“Look at that stupid question,” commented my friend trium- 
phantly. “How can that be а test of intelligence? How can anyone 
answer the question without knowing the life of Cook?” 

The rest of the table burst into such loud laughter that 


he concluded that I had played some mischief and he counted 
me among his foes for a time, 
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One memory of my Kumbakonam College days is probably 
worth recording more than others. I had the pleasure of starting 
a sort of Writers’ Club of about a dozen students. We pledged 
ourselves to write something original in prose or verse, in 
English or Tamil, and regale one another with our lucubrations 
every week. K.P. Rajagopalan, now well-known in the Tamil 
literary world as ‘Koopa’, was the most prolific member of 
the Club. He was a shy little fellow, with a sweet smile, 
buf he had secret reserves of deep passion. When we met years 
afterwards in his house in Triplicane, he was struggling in 
a journalist'S den, I believe; but he had fulfilled his early 
aspirations in his short stories. I have no doubt that poverty 
was tho major cause of his premature death. 


Another of that crew was N. Pichaimurthy, who is leaning 
on a crutch which the Hindu Religious Endowments Board 
have fashioned for him somewhere, and is still persevering in 
the struggle to make literature the staff of life. He was 
more social, more combative than Rajagopal. There was more 
frenzy and more of the spirit of rebellion in him. Both these 
students of mine often egged me to write in Tamil, but the 
master has proved faithless to the disciples. 


A third of that group was Р”. 8. Raghavan who safely 
ensconced for years in the arms of “THE HINDU”, has now 
retired. He recently came out with his Tamil version of Sundara- 
kanda. When he expounded to me recently some of his original 
interpretations, I could still discover the old fires smouldering 
in him. At 58 he hopes to live laborious days in quest of 
the author’s paradise free from the bondage of teleprinter and lino. 


If I desist from writing of others—others like PotharaJu 
Narasimham, who was the ‘compleat’ philosopher, or M. R. Raja- 
gopala Ayyangar, who was the ‘parfit’ scholar and gentleman, 
it is because I should not take advantage of the handsome 
courtesy shown to me by the Centenary Souvenir Editorial 
Committee and eke out these memories to an inordinate length. 


S. Narasimhan. 
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Memoirs of a Misfit 


І ought to explain at the outset that 1 have по more right 
to parade among the distinguished alumni of Kumbakonam 
College than the goose among the royal swans. My stay in 
College was brief and inglorious, a bare nine months. Thence 
I departed, sans years or honours, to mourn by the green scum 
of Teppakulam, the chittering music of the Cauveri. Prof. 
К. S. Patrachariar, my old дите, who insisted on a contribution 
to this souvenir and would not take a denial, will, with 
his keen sense of humour, relish the situation and find 


in it an apt nemesis, when the  nine-lustrum-old tale 
18 told. 


The Cambridge of South India, the home-town of 
Ramanujan, the scene of the historic triumphs of Porter, Gopala 
Rao and Hanumantha Rao, Kumbakonam, by a strange quirk 
of fate, bred also me, to whom symbols stubbornly refused to 
yield their meaning and Algebra to this day remains abracadabra. 
Misled by a certain facility in the third “R' and lured on by 
the ambitions of the good folks at home I assumed that I had 
the native genius for Mathematics and opted for M. P. C. My 
hubris found its Philippi at the annual examinations. And the 
European Principal Mr. Т. O. Hodges, as became an Exhibitioner 
of Balliol, decided that he had no use for lame dogs like me, 


though in the eyes of other and less intolerant fanciers we 
had our points. 


I suppose there was no educational institution more 
ideally situated for its purpose or more attractive to dreamy 
youth than Kumbakonam College at the turn of the century. 
I lost my heart the very first day to the gracious dame who 
reclined so serenely on the riverside behind her facade of 
Stately trees and the companionable flight of steps near which 
the College ferry boat was moored. (It was long before the 
days of Rajagopala Iyer and the pomps of the College regatta. 
Our young heroes were swimmers, not rowers.) Across the 
river was the bustling busyness of the courts and of а self. 
important little town. Here all was peace. 
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Sitting near the window in the circular English Hall, 
I have often listened abstractedly to the rolling periods of 
Mr. 19, 5. Sarma, most kind-hearted of disciplinarians, as my 
eyes strayed ever and anon to the water below, flowing so 
smoothly, so unrestingly. This habit of mooning was any- 
thing but serviceable in the mathematics classes. Prof. Patra- 
chariar, brilliant and versatile, expounding the arcana of trigono- 
metry with quick bird-like movements and a clarity which 
was only equalled by the rapidity of expression, demanded 
all the concentration that one was capable of. His colleague 
Mr. Т. К. Venkatarama Iyer, equally well-dressed and neat in 
performance, was less of a hustler. But, though I knew him 
as a neighbour, there was a suggestion of aloofness behind his 
debonaire exterior which repressed familiarity. All these res- 
pected teachers are happily still with us. 


We were more at ease with Mr. T. K. Hanumantha Rao 
who, a chemist by vocation, had made history as a co-ope- 
rator and whose broad humanity and common sense were 
constantly breaking in upon usin quips and jests and homely 
sayings. Mr. Arulanandam, whose quiet presence and unhurried 
speech impressed one by its very contrast with the restless- 
ness of Kinglake’s genius, whose Hothen he read with us, 
and that great gentleman and infectious enthusiast, Satagopa 
Ramanujachariar, whose premature death was a grievous loss to 
Tamil scholarship, are. the other figures who loom before the 
mind’s eye through the mists of half a century. 


The College had as great a name for prowess in sports 
as for learning in those days. We had a crack football team; 
the deadly certainty with which “corner kick Viswam” shot 
the ball into the net had become proverbial. The Griggs 
memorial sports were held in the College grounds and Sambandam, 
our champion sprinter, enjoyed a more enviable reputation 
with us than even Nurmi did in the days of his prime. 
Tennis was an aristocratic game which the masters affected 
mostly. We plebs, who had neither the brawn for weight- 
lifting nor the nimbleness for Fives, were content with badminton. 
Butit was no mincing lady’s game with us, though at Kumbakonam 
i& never attained the science and the rigour with which St. 


Joseph's was to invest it during my two years” sojourn there. 
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My own participation in the sports activities was confined 
mostly to the contribution of lung power, deliriously cheering 
our side, unscrupulously shouting the “enemy” down. Му 
attempts at wielding the badminton bat provoked derision. Му 
pertinacity made up in some measure for my lack of skill, however, 
and I attained in course of timeeto the dignity of right Forward 
in the Bteam—though my long-suffering partners were canny 
enough to ask me to stand down when it came to a trial match. 


But there were ample compensations. When I was not 
holding the bat like a bandmaster’s baton I loved to dawdle 
on the banks of our little pond, hidden from view as one 
entered the main gate on the north by the rushes with their tall 
feathery fronds that clustered round it. It may have been a 
fertile source of malaria, but there were occasionally lilies in 
it. And the hardy offspring of ‘marker’  Arokiam —as great 
an institution in his own way as the legendary Principals 
and potentates—were constantly diving in with every appearance 
of enjoyment to recover strayed balls. 


An even more welcome haven of refuge was the Library, 
spacious, well-appointed, with beautiful cabinets over which 
reclined the portraits of poets, dramatists and novelists. The 
librarian was a good old soul who had very little of the 
characteristic Kumbakonam flair for badinage. I recollect his 
approving Smile as he allowed me to clamber up the ladder 
to the top shelves where Carlyle and Froude, Hazlitt and 
De Quincey reposed, most of their pages uncut. A whole new 
world of golden dreams opened for me. I read omnivorously and 
indiscriminately, often comprehending but a fraction of what I 
read. But here I learnt for the first time to recognize that sudden 
uplifting of the heart which great literature brings, And so the 
vision of the lovely College on the Cauveri still holds me captive, 
stern step-mother though she was to me. She has grown, 
prospered and has even had a face-lift—things against which 
old fogeys like me аге apt to grouse. Some of the mellow 
leisureliness and amenity has inevitably been lost. But the 
Cauveri is still there to renew her and so are the high 
hearts of buoyant youth. May she inspire generations to 
come with hope and faith for the endless adventure of life. 


№. Raghunathan 


Reminiscences of my College Days 


The most fortunate factor of my educational career, looking 
back at this great distance of-time, was the very great capa- 
city of several of my class-mates. To mention only a few, 
there was the late Mr. У. К. Aravamudha Iyengar, who was 
unfortunately cut off in the prime of life and was even then 
at the height of his glory. Had he been spared till the 
normal span of life, he would have secured for himself a 
very glorious place in the official hierarchy, 


Another colleague was the late Mr. Justice $. Panchapa- 
gesa Sastri, whose unfortunate death took place recently in 
Bombay and within a stone's throw of the very place 1 live 
in. The opportunities I had of close contact with him for 
nearly two years at his mature age revealed those aspects 
of his high character and capacity which were only imper- 
fectly grasped in my teens. 


The one to whose company I stuck during all the years 
of my college career is Mr. № Govindaraja Iyengar, retired 
Chief Engineer of Madras State and at present, Member of 
the Union Public Service Commission. It is no exaggeration 
to say that his high principles have very largely influenced 
me. After a break of several years this process has again 
commenced for I see him at least once a month since 
business takes me very often to Delhi. 


During the entire period of my college career except 
for a few months towards the end, we Һай as Principal a 
young Englishman from Oxford, just out of college. His lec- 
tures were arranged during the first hour after tiffin and 
since we could not follow his pronunciation at all, there was 
a great scramble for occupying the first two benches. For 
this purpose several of us used to even forgo our tiffin. 
One of the bolder boys once got up in the middle of his lec- 
ture and told him that we did not follow even a single 
syllable of what he was talking. His observation was that 
he found this to be a general complaint amongst the stu- 
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dents of the First and Second year classes, but that he 
could not help it. Once he took the entire lecturing time of 
90 minutes to explain to us leeward and windward sides. 
Things took a worse shape when we came to the Second 
Year when he was to lecture on Edmund Gosse's Sir Walter 
Raleigh. Several classes were missed and we almost came to 
November with barely one month for the Examination. Yet 
we had made no headway. He gave us the last lecture, 
which comprised the entire book, touching upon some points 
on this page and that and left the rest to be read by our- 
selves. Fortunately for us there were questions in the Univer- 
sity Examination bearing on these pages. | 


This Principal left из а few months before my college 
career ended and we had another European in his place. He 
used to be very punctual and took enormous pains in teach- 
ing us and that was a happy augury for our batch, for 
Shakespeare was left entirely to him. 


Being one interested in Mathematics, I was particularly 
attracted by the brilliant manner in which Messrs. К. 6. 
Patrachariar апа Т. К. Venkatarama Iyer handled their subjects. 
Mr. Patrachariar would draw a complicated geometrical diagram 
on the black-board, sit with his back towards the board and 
give the names of triangles and polygons as if he was facing 
the board. The respect in which we held him was so high 
that even in the B. A. classes he would make some students, 
who went to sleep under the influence of the cool breeze from 
the Cauveri, stand up and he was obeyed without any demur. 
He was no teacher for the mediocre. One had to be ahead 
of the class to enjoy his lectures. Our batch did not have 
the good fortune of having Mr. Patrachariar as our Professor 
of Mathematics for all the two years in B. A. class. I re- 
member we had to give him a send off with a heavy heart 
even in my Junior B. A. class. 


Mr. T. K. Venkatarama Iyer had the greatest reputation 
of giving the best treatment to students. I remember very 
vividly, in one of my B. A. classes, a gentleman of high status 
in the town abruptly entered our class for fixing up some 
Sports events and all of us stood up. Mr. Venkatarama Iyer 
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asked us to sit down, took the gentleman out and after a 
few minutes' talk outside he returned and we could see that 
he was immensely dissatisfied with the abrupt entry of the 
gentleman into the class-room and mildly admonished us 
that we need not have stood up. 


Our Grecian History Professor was Mr. б. Venkateswara 
Iyer and he thrilled us by his vivid description of the anci- 
ent civilization of Greece, particularly about the conception 
of the City States. His talk used to be of the rhythmic type 
and he stamped the platform appropriately. The Lecturer who 
handled Roman History in the Second Year was a gentleman of 
great capacity. Yet һе had the mannerism of interpolating the word 
‘yes’ very often in his talk and one of my classmates counted that 
in the course of one lecture he put in something like 900'yes'es. 


We have also been particularly fortunate in our Indian 
English Professors. We had Мг. К. Natesa Iyer with great 
erudition and biblical in his language. He was with us for 
at least three out of the four years of my college career and simi- 
larly Mr. D. 8. Sarma who created in us an extremely іп- 
delible impression of his great capacity. His delineation of 
character of personae in novels prescribed as textS was very 
piercing and extremely original. Most of our Professors of 
the Kumbakonam College were such as we could hold them as 
our ideal to follow in life both as regards capacity and character. 


The four years of college course appeared to pass off 
as it were in four months. In my younger days 1 used to 
consider that the description of college days as the happiest 
days of one’s life as a sort of exaggeration. Looking back 
on those years, in spite of the blurring to the imagination 
caused by the large span of years between then and now, 
there ig enormous truth in that saying and when I left 
college I did so with a heavy heart, for I very much wished 
that there was provision in the Kumbakonam College of those 
days for the of М.А. course to which I turned my atten- 


tion after leaving that College. 


L, S. Vaidyanathan, M.A. Е. I. Ay Е. 8, 5., J. P., 


Manager, 


Oriental Government Security Life Assurance Со., Ltd, Bombay 


Reminiscences 


As one of the oldest living Old Boys of the Kumbakonam 
College, I set down a few reminiscences that occur to my 
memory at this distance of time in response to the invitation 
extended to me by the Principal and the Secretaries of the 
Centenary Celebrations Committee. . 


My association with this College extends over half a 
century and from then up to now I have been intimately 
acquainted with the progress of the College. When I joined 
the College, Mr. Bilderbeck had retired and Mr. Stone was 
the Principal. Mr. and Mrs. Stone did a great deal for the 
advancement of the College in several respects. Mr. Stone 
who was born іп Stafford-on-Avon, the  birth-place of 
Shakespeare, organized with the help of Mrs. Stone the 
staging of Shakespearean dramas, A Midsummer Nights Dream 
and The Merchant of Venice. I mention this specially because 
the performances were such а splendid success that the 
leading educationists both in Government and private service 
in the Presidency came to witness the two special performances 
which were largely attended and admired. It was an advertise- 
ment, as it were, of the greatness of this College. I took 
part in both the performances as Hypolita in A Midsummer 
Nights Dream and as the Duke in The Merchant of Venice. 


Mr. Stone also introduced new games like Football and Cri- 
cket. Everyday there was a mass drill framed after the military 
drill under his own supervision and that of the Professors, and 
I was the Captain of the drill section for two years. I was 
also a good athlete getting first prize in Long Jump, High 
Jump, Throwing the Cricket ball, and sundry other things. 
I was also a good swimmer and with College friends I used 
to swim in the river even during the high flood. I was a 
good Tennis playcr in the College and I defeated Mr. A. А. 
Hall, who happened to come here аз Principal of the College 
and was Champion in the Tennis Tournaments at Madras, 
in three straight sets. The strength then was at the highest, 
about 900. My optional subject was Mathematics in which I 
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жаз Specially trained by Mr. К. R. Srinivasa Iyengar and 
my rivals were. Mr. Т, В. Venkatarama- Sastri and опе 
Mr. Ganapathisubramaniam.- I passed subsequently high in the 
Second Class and Mr. T. R. Venkatrama Sastri who also took 
a high place was one of my -best and life-long friends. Mr. 
К. В. Srinivasa Iyengar, who gompeted for the Mysore Civil 
Service, took the first place and was appointed Assistant 
Commissioner. He is now a retired member of the Mysore 
State Council. ы“ | 


It must be remembered that Girls’ education was not 
much іп favour those days. For instance, when I was the 
Secretary of the Town High School, a school having the 
largest number of students, only one -girl student related to 
me, was studying in it. Nor was there a single girl student 
in the College when I joined it. With the advancement of 
the people both in cultural and in social spheres the College 
now offers a pleasing contrast. 


During my practice ato the Bar I had the good fortune 
to have intimate contact with three Principals of the College 
who took much interest in improving it, viz, Mr. Hodges, 
Mr. Yates and Sir R.M, Statham, who all resided іп my 
bungalow while they were Principals and two of them after- 
wards became Directors of Public Instruction. І had many 
consultations with them for the improvement of the College 
in various directions. After retirement from practice І ain 
residing in my bungalow far from the bustle of the town, 
but I continue to be a subscriber to the College Library, 
one of the best libraries which I have known and of which 
I am making ample use. At the request of Mr. D. Nama- 
Sivayam, the then Principal, I had the honour to preside over the 
College Day celebrations in 1919. All these embolden me to claim 
a life-long interest in and association with my beloved College. 


I. wish to convey my hearty thanks to the Principal of 
the College and I dare say that the present students of 
this College under his training will acquit themselves well 
during this commemoration. As an aged man Í convey my 
blessings to them all. | 
: €, R. Lakshmivaraha Iyengar 


14 


My Reminiscences 


Those were days when the lecturers bad the privilege of 
enjoying a certain amount of authority and control over the 
student population. The boys had respect for their masters 
and elders. The then Principal Mr. J. M. Hensman, who was 
a stern disciplinarian had just left the College on transfer, 
and his successors were of the old school exerting their 
influence in maintaining discipline, imparting knowledge sufficient 
to equip the students for their future career. Messrs. Н. 8. Duncan, 
Nagoji Rao and Sathianathan were the Principals who succeeded 
one after another and the last of the Principals during the 
course of my study was Mr. T.O. Hodges. I understand that 
he was a direct recruit new to his office but he was very 
good at teaching Shakespeare, Browning etc. He used to quote 
from Latin and Greek authors in his notes; his handwriting 
was neat. He introduced certain salutary reforms in the 
maintenance and arrangement of the library. The other lecturers 
were brilliant men who in their own subjects were atmost 
specialists. They took a keen interest in seeing that the students 
Studied well and came out successful in life. 


Freed from the fetters of the strenuous study and control 
in the High Schools, the boys—there was then no co-education— 
felt a freer atmosphere in the College on account not only 
of the location of the College but of the kindlier treatment 
by the lecturers; standing on the bench and kissing of the 
cane had not intruded into colleges. 


To name a few of the lecturers of the period, we had 
Mr. Sivakumara Sastrigal, brother of the famous flutist Saraba 
Sastrigal, whose music used to enthral the audience. Mr. 
Sivakumara Sastrigal would be requisitioned for all occasions 
to make extempore speeches. To us he was something of the 
type of the Rt. Hon'ble V. S. Srinivasa Sastrigal in the matter 
of pronunciation and expression. He used ‘to insist on the 
boys using simple words in composition and writing out 
simple sentences but when he wrote or spoke he indulged in 
long-winding sentences. Even now I remember when he was 
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asked to speak about the Warden of the Hostel how well he 
spoke to the admiration of the audience. To guote a sentence 
from his speech which still rings in my ears, “Not far from 
the bustle of the busy town with green fields in front of you 
and a gentle stream scattering plenty over a smiling land, 
Mr. Warden , your position ің rather enviable.’ That was 
the English Professor of the College. There was a Muslim 
Lecturer Mr. Muhamad Azam who used to come to the 
College in a rickshaw. He wore costly long coats and donned 
different kinds of caps and hats. He taught us English prose, 
Life of Goldsmith by William ‘Black. His classes were lively. 
Notwithstanding his liberal views on several matters he was 
a bit touchy where his clan was concerned. In a running-race 
in the College sports,a Muslim boy, who was one of the 
competitors, lagged behind, not completing the course. Mr. 
Muhamad Azam who was witnessing the event had an easy 
excuse for the Muslim boy by remarking that in a great fight 
all others would “run away” but Muslims would stand firm! 


The famous Professor К. Sundararama Iyer, Mr. К. В. 
Doraiswamy Іуег and a young gentleman Mr. У. 5. Venkateswara 
Iyer were the History lecturers. Mr. T.O. Hodges, Principal. 
of the College, had so much respect for Prof. K. Sundararama 
Iyer that when he, for the first time, visited the classes to 
see how the lecturers were doing their respective classes, he 
sat along with the students and listened to his. lecture as one 
sitting at the feet of his Master. Once in a week an hour 
would be allotted for questions. Boys would try to avoid 
questions by trying fo divert the Professor in some contro- 
versial subjects, particularly in theosophy which would provoke 
the Professor to indulge іп strong criticisms against the 
theosophical society and Mr. Annie Besant. and thus the question 
time would be over without questions! He had locked up a 
good amount of his earnings in Arbuthnot Bank which crashed 
and brought about the ruin of several families; the Professor's 
entire savings were lost. One would have expected him to lose 
his balance of mind. But after a few hours of calm thinking 
he appeared before his students in his usual tussore long coat 
and expressed with an amazing equanimity of mind that by 
the loss he had only to abandon some schemes which he 
intended to carry out with his savings. Не did not feel perturbed 
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but went on as usual with his college work. Mr. 8. V. Venkateswara 
Iyer was the youngest of the group; he took great pains to 
collect: information from various sources and dictated notes on 
History subjects. He was an amiable young man loved by students. 


Mr. K. R. Doraiswamy Iyer who also engaged us in History 
used to give lectures and dictate notes. His lectures were 
better remembered on account of his mannerisms. His prefixes 
and suffixes of “Yes, yes,’ “No, no,” like the double engines on 
а Hill Railway would raise hilarity among students. He was 
also our tutor before whom we had to lay our grievances. 
Most of us had no complaints to make, but two boys of a 
rigorous orthodox family represented to. him that when they 
were taking tiffin during the luncheon hour Standing in the 
poud knee-deep in water some fellows werg driving buffaloes 
into the pond. The tutor flew into a fury:and burst out in 
a rage, “Do you want me to drive out the. buffaloes while 
you are taking tiffin? You use the milk and curd and : you 
want the dung to smear your house with, but ‘the buffalo 
should not enter the pond, I must drive away the--baffato! I 
am not paid for this.” It raised a laughter amidst us but 
the aggrieved boys were in tears. This Mr. K. R. Doraiswami 
Iyer is the father-in-law of the famous Мг. В. Narayana 
Iyer, I. C. 8, District Judge (retired). 


Mr. K. V. Subbiar, English Lecturer with his diamond 
ear-rings, pith turban and smiling face was a fine lecturer, 
who used to talk fluently. He was much liked by students. Mr, 
К. 8. Patrachariar, was then a mathematics lecturer. His method of 
teaching was superb and very impressive. Boys loved him much both 
for his teaching and for his interest in them. He evinced great 
interest in music and is now considered as an authority. 
Though born in an orthodox Hindu family and strict in the 
observance of religions dogmas he has very broad and 
cosmopolitan views on all matters. | 


Of the several games that had attracted the students, 
football stood out prominent. There were frequent tourna- 
ments and some of the best players who brought victory to 
the College are still alive and they can look back with 
pleasant memories on their exploits. In Tennis which 
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was egually popular, both masters and students mized and 
played : as partners ог opponents. It developed а spirit 
of equality ahd fraternity between the teacher and: the 
taught. 


When the Cauvery was infloods boys had to use the 
rope-boat to and fro, which gave opportunity for some of 
them to tow the boat themselves to their delight. Hotel- 
going was then rare; boys brought their own tiffin in 
tiffin boxes or in small cloth parcels. Таз tiffin boxes were 
placed in the pigeon holes in the wooden racks and some 
boys used to make jokes by altering the positions of the 
tiffin boxes. The dress regulation then was that boys should 


wear coats and caps. 


| Of the beautiful buildings of our College situated as 
they are on the bank of the Cauvery with its towers above 
and a lovely grove all around we used to feel proud as 
comparable to the Eaton College on the Thames. Now with 
the additional structures, its beauty is enhanced aud its value 
gets increased considerably, as it affords ample facilities for the 
present and future generations 102 higher and more useful 


education. 


With pardonable pride, students of my generation can 
claim acquaintance, if not friendship, with the - famous 


S. Ramanujan, Е. В. $. 


Old times have changed, new ideas have sprung ир. 
The angle of vision is now different. It is but proper that 
with the march of times boys and girls now entering the 
portals of the College have to adapt themselves to the 
improved ideas of education and equipment. It gives us the 
old students of the College great pleasure to see 16 celebrating 
its Centenary under good auspices and we pray to God to 


crown it with eternal glory. 


В. Kandaswamy Moopanar, В. A, В, 1. 


My Reminiscences of the College 


] have been connected with the Kumbakonam College, 
in one capacity or other, for nearly forty-five years now; and 
I should like to say at the outset that I have nothing but 
the pleasantest of relations with this great seat of learning. 


My first acquaintance with the College began in December 
1909, when I had to come here for answering my Matri- 
culation Examination. I had a feeling of awe and reverence 
towards the venerable old structure, but thank God, I was 
not over-awed by it. 


Passing the Matriculation Examination high in the 
second class (there were ¿then three classes, First, Second 
and Third), I became a student of the Junior Intermediate 
Class in January 1910. The Principal of the College was 
Mr. T.O. Hodges, an Oxonian. I could not at all follow his 
talk because he spoke in a low voice and his pronunciation 
was Strange to me. бо, I had to say, “Beg your pardon” 
twice or thrice, so that he might repeat his question till I 
could understand it and give a proper reply. à 


Among my Professors, mention may be made of 
Mr. Sankara Rao (the son of Rai Bahadur Т, Gopala Rao) 
for Mathematies, Mr. A. Arulanandam for English, Mr. K. C. 
Subrahmanya Iyer for Physics and Mr. T. K. Hanumantha Rao, 
for Chemistry. Mr. Satagoparamanujachariar was the Tamil 
Pandit. They were all profound scholars and rose to high 
eminence later on. I was especially surprised to note that 
Prof. Sankara Rao used to read books on higher Mathe- 
matics just as we used to read novels. Further, they were 
all ideal teachers, who came into intimate contact with their 
pupils. Nor was this a difficult task, for we were only five 
or Six students in the MPO group, as 15 was then considered. 
a very difficult *optional'. In the History and Logic section 
they were seven or eight times our number. 


After Mr. Hodges had left, Mr. J. A. Yates became 
Principal; and he taught us Milton's Paradise Lost. He used 
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to do fifty lines per hour, which was too rapid a rate 
for us! 


- My stay in the College was very pleasant; and among 
my College-mates, special mention may be made of Sri 
Y. Rajaraman, a product of the Native High School, who 
has till recently been Advocate-General of Hyderabad. 


It was the transition period, the Examinations being 
shifted from December to March-April. бо my Junior Inter- 
mediate was sixteen months long; this was a grievance in 
one way, but it helped to lay very strongly the foundations 
of our knowledge. And that was a great compensation. 


1 appeared for the Intermediate Examination in March 
1912 and came out Second in the Presidency. Having got 
the first mark in English it was easy for me to get a seat 
in the English Honours Class in the Presidency College, 
‘Madras. Further І was awarded by the Madras University 
the Raja Sir T. Madhava Rao First Prize for standing first 
among the students of the Tanjore District. 


My next period of stay in the College was from 1929 
to 1986 when I was Assistant Lecturer іп English. 
Dr. S. В. U. Savoor, Mr. Statham and Mr. A. Chakravarthi 
were then Principals of the College, and Mr, К. 5. Patra- 
charya and Mr, М. В. H. Thompson acted as Principals for 
short periods. Every one of them was kind to me; and my 
work was made very pleasant by the special love shown to 
me by Mr. D. A. Narasimhan and Mr. М. В. Rajagopala 
Iyengar who were successively the Heads of the English 
Department. I was made the Vice-President of the English 
Association and the College Union; I was.also made Associate 
Editor of the College Magazine, in which. capacity I wrote 


several articles for 16. 


I am grateful to Dr. Savoor and Mr. Chakravarthi for 
giving me the work of Tamil Translation for the Intermediate 
and B. A. Classes for, it was this training that enabled me to 
translate Carpenter's “Comparative Religion” (Home University 
Series) and thus win the Powell and. Morehead Prize in the 
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Presidency College (1989-40) and Prof. Shand’s Earthlore— 
“Geology without Jargon” for the Madras University (1952-54), 


As there was a ‘vacancy in the Presidency College, I 
was suddenly transferred there in July 1936; and I came back 
here in July 1945 — this time sas a Lecturer in English. What 
a difference between 1936 and 1945! The atmosphere of the 
College had changed completely; where it was difficult to get 
300 pupils for the whole College, there were more than 300 
students in the Junior Intermediate Class alone! D 


In one of his essays, Addison says tbat Philosophy was 
brought down from the cloisters to the market place. Simi- 
larly, one may say here that higher education was brought 
down to the masses; so that, the problems were increasing 
classes, difficulties of accommodation, and, to some extent, the 
lowering of the respect due to teachers and  preceptors. Dr. 
К. C. Chakko, Mr. Margasahayam Chettiar, Dr. Karamchand 
and Mr. D. Namasivayam were the four Principals during my 
four years' stay (1945-49). Though it is too early to speak of 
them individually, I must say it was my good fortune that 
they were all uniformly good to me. With the departure of 
Dr. Karamchand, one post in the Madras Educational Service 
was abolished; and so, I had the honour of ‘becoming the Head 
of the English Department from January 1918. І had. also 
the privilege of becoming the Editor of the College Magazine 
ала Lecturer in charge of the Library. 


| It may not be out of place here to indicate my connection 
with the College Old Boys’ Association. As soon as I came 
to know that such an Association was started, I became a 
Life-member by sending my subscription of Rs. . 30/- though 
Iwas then in the American Collge, Madura, and I had little 
or no prospect of coming over here. _ ; 


When I was Assistant Lecturer, I was made the Joint 
Secretary of the Old Boys' Association; and for some time 
after my retirement, I was elected its Secretary. For several 
decades, whether I was here or in Madura or Madras or 
Rajahmundry, Ї was a member of the Executive Committee 
of the Old Boys’ Association. 16 was аз Secretary of the 
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Association that I had to move intimately with Mr. A. 
Subramania Iyer, its President; and from him I learnt a great 
deal of the lessons of Ше. He was a realist to his finger- 
tips and his contact was very beneficial to mein many ways. 


The situation of the College in the midst of the most 
romantic surroundings charmed me most of all. First 16 has 
been far from the madding crowd’s ignoble strife. For a 
College of its size, the Library has been one of the best; aud 
the hours and half-hours that I spent reading some book or 
making some references have been some of my most treasured 
possessions, which the passage of time could not steal away! 


Even after retirement in April 1919 I am maintaining 
my contact with the College in every possible way. 


As we are celebrating the College Centenary it is not 
enough to look back; we have to look forward also. What 
has the future hidden in its womb for this great institution? 
It is easy to say that we are marching to a future which 
is going to be brighter than the past. But a little thought 
will make us sober in our reflections. Speaking on the Cente- 
nary of the Presidency College, Mr. Papworth said, ‘We have 
achieved something concrete,- something worthwhile іп the 
century thatis past. What of the next century? Will our 
gains be strengthened and consolidated? or, shall we say that. 
we should retrace our steps, having gone along the wrong 
path? It is more than we can say.’ Our College too awakens tho 
same sentiments. But whatever happens in the future, one 
thing is certain that our College has played а notable 
part in the dissemination of higher knowledge in South 
India; and that some—why, many of her sons—have played a 
noble part in moulding the political, economic and social life of 
the country. “We have not laboured in vain”. 


№. В. Kedari Rao 
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Reminiscences 


As for my reminiscences, about the College, І don't remember 
at this distance of 65 years anything worth mention. 1 
remember ohly one incident and that is, when Mr. James 
Moss was the Principal, somebody had in his absence written 
on the table at which he used to sit in the College, 'James 
Moss is a fool. Immediately he saw this he flew into a rage 
and asked the class, “Who wrote this? Who wrote this?” 
Nobody was willing to admit that ће had written it. Then 
he remarked, "Kumbakonam boys are wanting іп gentibility." 
That is the only incident that I remember. I don’t remember 
anything else and I do not think that even this is worth 
mentioning in the Souvenir. 


Raja Bahadur 8. Aravamudha Ayyangar, M: B. Е. 
Hyderabad. 


А» my stay in the College at Kumbakonam was short, there 
is nothing worth recording as my experience except that then 
we had in the College a team of able Professors and Lecturers 
who took a great deal of personal interest in their pupils, 
and the pupils also had great regard and reverence for their 
teachers. Every one was animated by a pure desire to acquire 
knowledge and the guru-sishya-bhavam and attachment was 
very great. 


Sri V. Rajarama Iyer, 
Retired Advocate-General, Hyderabad. 


கும்பகோணம்‌ அரசினர்‌ கல்லூரி 
நூறாண்டு மங்கலம்‌ 


அன்பின்‌ உருவன்‌ அருளீன்‌ திருவுருவன்‌ 
இன்பின்‌ உருவன்‌ இசையுருவன்‌--ஈன்பு 
இனியும்‌ குடந்தைநகர்க்‌ கல்லூரி «mp 
ஈனியும்‌ அருள்வன்‌ Bus yx 


கற்கும்‌ கலைக்கெல்லாம்‌ காணும்‌ இறைவியாய்‌ 
நிற்கும்‌ கலைமடந்தை நீளருளாற்‌—பொழற்புமலி 
கல்விவளர்‌ தென்குடந்தைக்‌ கல்லூரி நூறாண்டின்‌ 
செல்வியென வோங்கும்‌ செழித்து. 


தன்னையே சார்ந்து தழைக்கும்‌ கலைபயில்வோர்க்‌ 
சன்னையே யாயினுமவ்‌ வன்புபிகள்‌--- என்னையே 
மூப்புணராக்‌ கன்னி முதல்வி யெனவறிஞர்‌ 
யாப்புணராச்‌ சொல்வோர்‌ இனிது. 


பல்லா யிரமைந்தர்‌ பண்டுமுத da pora 
நல்லா ear மடியில்‌ ஈன்குகலையெல்லாம்‌ 
பயீன்றுணர்ந்தா ராயினுமிப்‌ பாவை யிளமை 
டயீன்று யர்வாள்‌ நாளும்‌ பயந்து. 


நாரா யணனாய்‌ நாளும்‌ ஈடித்தருளும்‌ 

ஆரா வமழுதன்‌ அருள்கண்டால்‌--பேராளும்‌ 
கும்பவிறை சக்கரத்தான்‌ கோதண்ட பாணியெனும்‌ 
ஈம்பரருள்‌ கொண்டால்‌ munt. 


பேறாண்டு வாழ்வு பெருகும்‌ மகார்‌ பொலிய 

நூறாண்டு வாழ்ந்தகலை கோன்பினாள்‌--ஏறாண்ட 
நீள்கொடியாள்‌ மெய்யருளால்‌ நின்று நிலவுவாள்‌ 
நீள்கொடிபோற்‌ காய்கள்‌ நிறைந்து. 


ஆரியமாம்‌ செல்வம்‌ அருமைத்‌ தமிழ்ச்செல்வம்‌ 
சீரியதாம்‌ ஆங்கிலச்‌ செல்வமொடு-— நேரியலான்‌ 
ஓங்கி வளர வுயர்குடர்தைக்‌ கல்லூரி 

பாங்கி கலைமகட்குப்‌ பண்பு, 


திருமகளே மெய்க்கலையின்‌ செல்வியே வெற்பின்‌ 
வருமகளே மென்னு மகளிர்‌-—ஒருமகளே 
காண்மின்‌ எனவளரும்‌ கல்லூரிப்‌ பெண்மகளைப்‌ 
பூண்பின்‌ உரிமை பொலிந்து. 
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குருகுலமென்‌ ரான்றோர்‌ குறித்துப்‌ புகழ்ப 
வருகுலமென்‌ Cola மஇப்ப--ஒருகுலமாய்‌ 
எல்லாரும்‌ சேர . இயைகுடந்தைக்‌ கல்லூரி 
எல்லாரும்‌ ஓங்கும்‌ எழுர்து. .. 


தஞ்சை யரசி தருமம்‌ தழைக்கவென 
விஞ்ச புகழின்‌ விருப்பிலுல்‌-—மஞ்சர்‌ 
மகளிரினம்‌ கல்வி வளர வுதவும்‌ 
தகவுலகம்‌ போற்றத்‌ தகும்‌. 


அரசியர்‌ வேந்தர்‌ அரண்மனையுள்‌ வாழ்வர்‌ 
பரவிய பாணர்‌ ப௫ிக்கு--விரசிய 
இல்பொருளை யீவர்‌ செழிக்கும்‌ கலைக்கோயில்‌ 
பல்கமனை பீந்ததுண்டோ பண்டு, 


நிலைக்கோயில்‌ ஆயிரம்‌ நின்றதமிழ்‌ IT D 
கலைக்கோயில்‌ வாழும்‌ கருத்தால்‌--தலைக்கோயில்‌ 
ஈதாக வீந்த விறைமையுள மாதரசி 

மாதாலே யாகும்‌ மகார்க்கு. 


பொன்னி பெருகும்‌ புதுமை புகழ்வதோ 
தன்னி னிணையே தனக்கில்லாக்‌-- கன்னி 
பலகலையும்‌ போற்றியுயர்‌ பாவை யமைந்த 
நிலநில்யே போற்றுமோ நெஞ்சு, 


தருக்களின்‌ பாங்கர்த்‌ தலமே பழுத்த 
உருக்களே பூண்டார்‌ உவந்த திருத்தலத்தில்‌ 
மேற்றிசையின்‌ வந்த வியன்கலைகள்‌ பாலிக்க 
எற்றிசைவள்‌ தாயாம்‌ இவள்‌. 


கலைமதியே போலக்‌ கலைநிரம்பு சான்றோர்‌ 
குலபதியாம்‌ நாமம்‌ கொளவே — நலமதிகம்‌ 
வாய்ந்த கலைமைந்தராய்‌ வந்தபல வாயிரர்க்குத்‌ 
தோய்ந்தகலை யீவார்‌ துணிந்து, 


நாறு குலபதியர்‌ நோன்மை பணிச்சிறப்புப்‌ 
பேறு பிறவும்‌ பெறு நிலையம்‌ — வேறு பொருள்‌ 
வேண்டார்‌ கலையே விழைவார்‌ திருப்பணியாம்‌ 
ஆண்டா எருளி அமைப்பு. 


காவிரியும்‌ சூதக்‌ கவினைப்‌ புனேவேமோ 

காவிரியும்‌ நூலை ஈயப்பேமோகாவிரியின்‌ 
வெள்ளம்‌ விரியும்‌ வியப்பை வியப்பேமோ 
வள்ளல்‌ திருவருளின்‌ வாய்ப்பு, 
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பழனமோரு பாங்கர்ப்‌ பயில்வ வுளவோ 
துழனியொரு நீர்பெருகுஞ்‌ சூழல்‌--அழகுளவோ 
வேற்று நகர்‌ வாழும்‌ வியன்கலா சாலைகளில்‌ 
ஆற்றலுளிர்‌ சொன்மின்‌.. அறிந்து, 


தன்னி னிணை யுண்டோ . தாய்மொழிக்குத்‌ தாயகமாம்‌ 
பொன்னி ஸனிணையுண்டோ. பூமியிடை—அன்னதே 
கல்லூரி யாயிரமே கண்டாலும்‌ தென்குடந்தைக்‌ 
கல்லூரிக்‌ கில்லையிணை காண்‌. 


armat தக்கசலை காஞ்சி ஈளாந்தைககர்‌ 
மாசில்கலை வாழ்ந்த வகையுணர்வேம்‌--பேசுதிரோ 
யாங்கே குடந்தைக்‌ திருக்கும்‌ சிறப்பனைதீ தும்‌ 
பாங்கே யமையும்‌ பயின்று. 


மருதத்‌ திடையே வளர்புனற்‌ பொன்னி 
AREY பெருக அமையும்‌-திருவைத்‌ 
தவம்புரிந்து யேனையவை சார்தல்‌ இலவாம்‌ 
சிவம்புரிந்த செய்கைச்‌ சிறப்பு. 


இயற்கை யழகுக்கோ எல்லையே இல்லை 
செயற்கை யழகும்‌ சிறக்கும்‌-—.அயற்கையுள 
நீணகரை நோக்கி நிலவுமே கல்லூரி 
மாணவரை நோக்கி மலர்ந்து. 


போற்றத்‌ தகுந்த புகழ்பூண்‌ கணக்காயர்‌ 
போற்றர்‌ இருந்தார்‌ .புனைவித்தார்‌- “ஏ ம்‌. ia (Gio 
கோபாலராவும்‌ குலவினார்‌ ஈங்கன்‌ m 

பூபாலர்‌ பூணாப்‌ புகழ்‌. 


ஆசிரியராக அமைந்தார்‌ A றப்பையெலாம்‌ 

மாசிரிய வாழ்ந்த மகார.றிவர்‌--பேசரிய 

வாணிதனி வாழவந்த வாழ்க்கையினார்‌ வண்மையினை 
வாணியன்றே யோதவலாள்‌, 


தண்டமிழ்க்கே தம்மைத்‌ தகு தியாகராசனார்‌ 

வண்டமிழ்க்கே வாழ்வை வளர்த்தபகழ்த்‌--தொண்டர்பிரான்‌ 
சாமிநாதையர்‌ தமைப்பணிபூண்‌ கல்லுரி 

யாமிதே யென்போம்‌ இசைந்து. 


செய்வ தரிய செயலைச்‌ சிறப்பாக 
வைய மகிழ வூத்தோருள்‌--மெய்யே 
தமிழ்க்குயிரைத்‌ தந்த தவச்சாமி நாதர்‌ 
தமிழ்க்குரலே யோங்கும்‌ தழைத்து. 
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ஆரியப்‌ பாலாழி அன்பாற்‌ கடைந்தமுதம்‌ 
சீரிய நாவாற்‌ சிறப்புறவேஅ நேரிய 
மாணவர்க்‌ ந்தார்‌ மரபைப்‌ புகழ்வதற்கும்‌ 
நாணமிலேன்‌ தண்டமிழன்‌ நான்‌. 


அபிவ பட்டன்‌ அரும்புகழ்ப்‌ பாணன்‌ 
அபிநவ வான்மிகனார்‌ ௮௧௨ அபிநவ 
வாக்கோ டிருந்த மலிபுகழ்ச்‌ சிலரையும்‌ 
சேர்க்கோம்‌ பணிகொள்‌ சிறப்பு. 


தீண்டி யலங்கார சாரம்‌ இயற்றினரும்‌ 
உண்டி உடையே உயீரெல்லாம்‌--பண்டிருந்த 
ஆரியமே - யென்ன அமைந்தவரும்‌ ஈங்கியற்று 
சீரிய நாவண்மை இறப்பு. 


மாபாரத மென்பர்‌ வாய்மலியப்‌ பேசுவரே 

மாபா ரதம்பயில வாராரே--மாபா 

ரதம்‌ பயிலத்‌ еті Ñ TO ஈன்கமைத்த ஈல்லோன்‌ 
இதம்புகல வேண்டும்‌ இனி, 


செல்வ மிழந்து சிறுமை புகுந்தாலும்‌ 
ஒல்வதியற்றுவே னூழினெனக்‌---கல்விக்‌ 

களஞ்சியமாம்‌ பாரதத்தைக்‌ காத்த தமிழ்ச்‌ சான்றோர்‌ 
உளஞ்சிறந்த இிண்டன்றோ உண்டு. 


ஆசிரியர்‌ 8158 யமைதல்‌ பெரிதேனும்‌ 
ஆசிரியர்‌ சொற்ற அரும்பொருளை—மாசிரிய 
நெஞ்சுளே சேர்க்கும்‌ நிலையினார்‌ வாயாமை 
விஞ்சுமோ சீர்த்தி மிகுந்து. 


எத்துணையோர்‌ கற்பித்தார்‌ எத்துணையோர்‌ கற்றுயர்ந்தார்‌ 
அத்துணையோர்‌ சீரும்‌ அளப்பரி த சுத்தமனம்‌ 

வாய்ந்த மகார்வளர வந்த புகழ்க்‌ கல்லூரி 

தோய்ந்த கலை வெள்ளச்‌ சுவை, 


உலகப்‌ புகழும்‌ ஒருநா வலவன்‌ 

நலனும்‌ சிறப்பும்‌ ஈயந்‌த--நிலைமையன்‌ 
சீனிவாச சாத்திரியாம்‌ செல்வன்‌ கலைபயின்‌ ற 
மானிவாச மீதன்றோ -மற்று, 


சட்டக்‌ கலையில்‌ தமக்கிணையில்‌ சான்றோராம்‌ 
சிட்டர்‌ பலரீங்குச்‌ சேர்ந்தவரே இட்டம்‌ 
இருப்பினும்‌ அன்னோர்‌ இயற்பெயரை மெல்லாம்‌. 
உரைக்கலேன்‌ mremér உவர்து. 
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தத்துவ gro தேர்ந்து தலைமை படைத்தாரும்‌ 
எத்துணையோர்‌ என்ன இசைக்கிலேன்‌--சத்திமிகு 
விஞ்ஞான மார்க்கம்‌ விரித்தார்‌ இறம்புகல 
விஞ்ஞான மில்லேன்‌ மிக, 


BOBA யன்னை நயந்த இருவருளால்‌ 
ஏமமுற மெய்ப்புகழை ழெய்தினோன்‌--நாமம்‌ 
உலகுணரச்‌ சின்னாள்‌ உயிரோ டிருந்தான்‌ 
ஈலமுணர வேண்டும்‌ நயந்து 


கணக்கு நெறியிற்‌ கணக்கற்ற சீர்த்தி 
மணக்கு மிளமை மலிந்தான்‌-குணக்குன்‌(று) 
இராமா Hemd இசையாளன்‌ கல்வி 
பராவா வடைந்தனன்காண்‌ பண்டு. 


புலமை பொருந்திப்‌ புகழும்‌ பொருந்தித்‌ 
தலைமை தமைவந்து சாரும்‌ நிலைமை 
அடையும்‌ மகார்களா லன்றோ ,கலைத்தாய்‌ 
அடையும்‌ பெருமை அடைந்து, 


ஆடவே கல்வி யடையலாம்‌ என்றிருந்த 
பாடவ வார்த்தை பறந்ததே-- ஏடமையும்‌ 
கல்வியுரு வாகும்‌ கலைமகளே யொப்பயிகும்‌ 
செல்வியரும்‌ கண்டார்‌ இறப்பு, 


செல்வியர்‌ ஈண்டினர்‌ தேடினர்‌ ஓங்குகலைச்‌ 
செல்வியருள்‌ вте! numb செப்புவதோ--ஓல்வகையில்‌ 
ஆசிரிய ராகும்‌ அமைதியும்‌ ஈங்கடைந்தார்‌ 
தேசுரிய ராகச்‌ இறந்து. 


பைந்தமிழ்‌ மாதர்‌ பயின்றார்‌ பலதுறையும்‌ 
தந்தமது ஈற்றுறையிற்‌ ராமுயர்ந்‌து--சர்தைமவி 
ஆசிரியத்‌ தொண்டும்‌ அடையவருள்‌ கல்லூரி 
மாசிரியச்‌ செய்யும்‌ மக, 


யாற்றிலே நீந்தி யெழவும்‌ பெருவெள்ளம்‌ 
ur © в யெய்தினெதிர்க்கவும்‌--ஏ.ற்‌.றவகை 
மெய்ப்பயிற்‌ி பெற்று விளங்கும்‌ மகார்‌ பலரை 
இப்பொழுது பெற்றாள்‌ இவள்‌. 


உயிர்காக்க வேண்டும்‌ உதவி யியற்ற 
உயிர்காக்கு மாற்றிலே ஓடம்‌--செயிர்போக்கி 
ஓட்ட வதியும்‌ ஒரு சிலரைப்‌ பெற்றுள்ளாள்‌ 
சட்ட மகார்‌ கொண்ட இவள்‌. 
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நூற்றாண்டு நினைவு மலர்‌ 


படை குடி க்ழமைச்சுப்‌ பார்காக்க வேண்டும்‌ 
நடையமைத்தார்‌ வள்ளுவர்‌ நன்றே -படைவகுப்பு 
மரணவர்க்கு வாய்ப்ப 'வகுதீதாள்‌ .: கலைச்செல்வி 
பூணலுற்ற நல்லோர்‌ பொருட்டு, 


தோற்றப்‌ பொலீவு சுடரும்‌ கலை நிலையம்‌ 
ஆற்றற்‌ சிறப்பும்‌ ADALAT D mob 
எவையெலாம்‌ உண்டோ இருகிலத்தில்‌ மாண்பாம்‌ 
அவையெலாம்‌ உண்டே அணைக்கு 


இதந்தர வாழ்வுள்‌ எவையும்‌ பொருந்தச்‌ 
சுதந்திரம்‌ கண்டோம்‌ சுவைத்தோம்‌--சுதந்திர 
நாட்டிற்‌ பணிபுரிய நன்மக்கள்‌ பல்லாரை 
ஈட்டித்‌ தருவாள்‌ இவள்‌. 


தனக்கெனவே வாழ்ந்து தனத்தையே தேடி. 
இனக்கெனவே வாழா இிவு--நினைப்பனைத்தும்‌ 
போக்கிப்‌ புவியின்‌ Qur та бела, பேணுநரை 
ஆக்கித்‌ தருவாள்‌ அமைந்து, 


ஒருநாறாுண டெய்தும்‌ உயர்வையே யெண்ணி 
இருநூறு முந்நூறு மேறவருநூறாம்‌ 
ஆண்டு பலவும்‌ அருங்கலையின்‌ கோவிலாய்‌ 
நீண்டு நிமிர்வாள்‌ நிலத்து. 


செல்வம்‌ செழிக்கும்‌ திருக்குடந்தை மாறகரிற்‌ 
கல்வி வளர்க்கும்‌ கலை. நிலையம்‌ е а) 

இயற்றுமவர்‌ சேவை யியைந்து. பல்லாண்டு. 
பயிற்றுக மாணவர்க்குப்‌ பண்பு, 
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SECTION IV 


Mahamahopadhyaya Pandit Rangachariar 


Born in 1833, in Mannargudi, Pandit Rangachariar was the 
son of the great Vedic and Sastraic scholar Peruvazhundan 
Krishnamachariar. His father, who belonged to the fast-dying 
race of orthodox Pandits, himself educated his boy, imparting t» 
him not only his vast knowledge but training in him those 
qualities of fearlessness and sincerity, which marked Pandit 
Rangachariar throughout his life. Brought up in the orthodox 
tradition, like his father, Sri Rangachariar was appointed Cours 
Pandit at Pudukottah. Very soon the opportunity presented 
itself to him to demonstrate his independence of mind. Not caring 
for the feelings of the Raja in a Sastraic discussion, Sri Ranga- 
chariar gave an original interpretation of a passage in dispute 


and earned for himself the title of “Karar Тайм” (straight- 
forward speaker). 


The same fearlessness characterized him, when he came 
to occupy the Sanskrit chair in the College in 1874. He could 
compel an English Principal who smoked in his neighbourhood 
to apologize to him for that. Аз a teacher, he had the repu- 
tation of being most profound and unrivalled, especially in 
grammar, He had an intuitive sense of perfect proportion in 
teaching, with поб а single superfluous word; his exposition of 
the Sanskrit classies, (which he could repeat from memory) 
shone with lucidity. He did not, like lesser men, make a 
display of pedantry. 


After a service of about 25 years, Rangachariar retired 


from service in 1897, and the next year he was awarded the title 
of Mahamahopadhyaya. 


In controversy, he could maintain his stand with charac- 
teristic stoutness of heart and obstinacy, unmindful of arrayed 
opposition. Above all, in all his long life of 86 years, he never for 
once spoke of himself, never for once sought for patronage and, 
in the words of Sir P. $. Sivaswami Iyer, “He was a man of 
Saintly life and of the highest character and you can have no 
more precious inheritance from him than the example of his life.” 


faros. 


Mahamahopadhyaya R. V. Krishnamachariar 


My most revered Guru, Abhinava Bhatta Bana, Sabda-Tharka- 
Alankara-Vidyabhushana, Panditharaja,  Vidvatkavi В. У. 
Krishnamachariar, one of thee foremost of Sanskrit scholars 
in India, was on the staff of this College for sixteen years. 
During this period he was uniformly treated with the highest 
respect and kindness by all the Principals. Mr. R. M. Statham 
who was then the Director of Public Instruction was the 
first gentleman to congratulate him on the award of Maha- 
mahopadhyaya title. | 


Long before Sri Krishnamachariar joined service here, 
he had established himself as a Sanskrit scholar combining 
in him Oriental erudition and intimate acquaintance with 
critical methods of research usually associated with Western 
savants. His scholarly prefaces to and commentaries on works 
like Vasavadatta, Priyadarsika, Parvatiparinaya, Achyutaraya- 
bhyudaya and a number of other works published by the 
“TANI VILAS PRESS” of Srirangam had been highly appre- 
ciated by indologists like Sylvan Levi and L. H. Gray. His 
editions of rare works in the Vyakarana Grantharatnavalt series, 
and his abridged editions of XKadambari and Harshacharita of 
Bhatta Bana were some of his outstanding literary achieve- 
ments. He has in all published about forty works in Sans- 
krit and Tamil for creating an abiding love for the Sanskrit 
language in the High School and College students. He has 
also written a number of poems like Anyapadesa Sataka, and 
Subhashita Sataka. His Tamil translations of select scenes 
from. forty-nine Sanskrit dramas appeared in the "SWADESA- 
MITRAN WEEKLY.” In short, he was a prolific writer of 


a- high order. 


This great scholar studied the various branches of Sans- 
krit Language and Literature under great Acharyas like Gita 
Lakshmanachar. He used to refer to them with sincere 
devotion and unbounded gratitude. 


Appreciating Sri Krishnamachariar's admirable gift of 
eloquence in Sanskrit as also his writings, reminiscent of 
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Bhatta Bana, Sri Manavikraman Ettan Rajah, the Zamorin 
of Calicut, conferred on him’ the title of Abhinava Bhatta - 
Bana,  Sabda-Tarka-Alankará-Vidyabhüshana; ‘and presented 
him with a gold medal in 1903. Xt в Sadas, in 1933, the 9th 
Prince of Cochin awarded a gold medal and the title of 
Panditharaja to the Pandit wht also received the Maharaja’s 
gold medal for his pamphlet in Malayalam, entitled Archava- 
tara Vaibhavam. (It may be mentioned here, that his first 
appointment was as a Malayalam Pandit in the St. Joseph's 
College, Trichy!) The Government of India honoured him 
with the title of Mahamahopadhyaya іп 1984. In 1942, Н.Н. 
Sri Chandrasekhara Saraswati Swamigal of the Kanchi Kama- 
koti Peetam blessed him with the title of “Vidvatkavi.” His 
lectures on Bana at the Madras Sanskrit Academy and on 
the authorship of Parvati Parinaya at the Madras Oriental 
Conference in 1924 were the delight of Sanskrit Scholars. 


Sri Krishnamachariar was a strict disciplinarian. He 
would never allow any students to enter the class-room with 
the shoes on. He himself set the example by leaving his 
chappals outside. With his thick facial mark, long over-coat, 
the upper-cloth running across the chest, silk turban and 
lustrous face, he was awe-inspiring. I should hasten to remark 
that his kindness to the students was unlimited. He used 
to teach many of us advanced Sanskrit texts in his house. 
His lessons were always delightful. In teaching Kalidasa and 
Bana, his two favourite authors, he would in his stentorian 
voice, run through the whole gamut of Sanskrit Literature. 
Despite his unfailing scholarship he would never go to the class 
Without going through the lessons once. When questioned 
about this he observed that the classics always revealed a 
hidden meaning at every reading. He was very resourceful in 
explaining things. When a boy asked him as to how the mountain 
could be called “bhudhara” while it was borne by the earth, he 
replied that the mountain was a screw, holding on the earth 
tightly and that the portion of the former seen above the 
surface of the latter was but the screw-head. 


Sparkling wit was one of his characteristics. His jokes 
Were always refined and literary in character. When he became 
poor of eyesight after retirement, he remarked to one of 
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his old colleagues thus, “F have- ho_Pyaltiviveta nowadays, but 
only Dhiwanyaloka, meaning he cóuld distinguish people only by 
their voice. | 


He was а very kind-hearted soul. He used to come to 
the College ina bullock-cart with three or four students, picked 
on the way, at various points. Не «would never allow the 
cartman to drive the dumb animal fast. When once the cart- 
man pricked the bullock with the goad, he jumped out of 
the cart in protest and walked the whole distance to the 


College. 


He owned a big library containing printed books and rare 
palm-leaf manuscripts (in Sanskrit, Malayalam, Telugu and 
Kanarese) which he used for his own editions and also loaned 
to others for their publications. ,АП the printed books had 
marginal notes written legibly in his own hand. These were 


indeed his life-long companions. 


The Pandit was a great lover of music. He saw to it 
that all his children were taught Carnatic music by experts. 
He himself knew to play on the Violin. He would now and 
then sing melodiously. He directed the Sanskrit Drama during 
the College Day Celebrations annually and trained the actors 
in singing the verses in various Ragas. Once, he himself took 
the role of Капуа in Sakúntalam. Оп the day preceding his 
death, he heard “Manasa-Sanchara-Re” of Sadasiva Brahmendra, 


sung to him. 


May the sacred memory of Sri R. V. Krishnamachariar 
whose portrait adorns the walls of our College inspire and 
enthuse students of Sanskrit all the world over, for 


centuries to come! 


Sarastkavi В. Appannachar 


வித்துவான்‌ தியாகராச செட்டியார்‌ ' 


சென்னைப்‌ பல்கலைக்‌ கழகம்‌ 1857இல்‌ தோன்றியது. பம்பாய்‌, கல்கத்தா 
பல்கலைக்‌ கழகங்கள்‌ ஏறத்தாழ இதே காலத்தில்தான்‌ தோன்றின. இம்‌ மூன்றும்‌ 
தான்‌ இந்தியாவிலேயே மிகப்‌ பழைய பல்கலைக்‌ கழகங்கள்‌. இவை தோன்றவதற்கு 
மூன்றாண்டுகட்கு முன்னர்‌ 1954இல்‌ ஒரு சிறு கல்வி நிலியமாகத்‌ தோன்றியது இப்‌ 
போதைய குடந்தை அரசினர்‌ கல்லூரி. அதாவது 19ஆம்‌ நூற்றாண்டின்‌ பிற்பாதி 
யிலும்‌ பிறகும்‌ தமிழகத்தில்‌ அறிவொளி வீசி வந்திருப்பது இக்‌ கலைக்‌ கழகம்‌, இதில்‌ 
நாடு புகழ, பணியாற்றிய பேராசிரியர்களும்‌ கற்ற மாணவரில்‌ உலகறிய ஓங்யெவர்‌ 
களும்‌ பலர்‌. அப்‌ பேராசிரியர்‌ மரபில்‌ வந்த ஈம்‌ வித்வான்‌ தியாகராச செட்டியார்‌ 
அவர்களைப்பற்றியது இக்கட்டுரை. 


பழைய தமிழாசிரியர்கள்‌ மாணவர்க்குக்‌ கல்வி பயிற்றும்‌ முறை இப்‌ போதைய 
முழையைவீடப்‌ பெரிதும்‌ வேறுபட்டது. சென்ற நூற்றாண்டில்‌ அங்கிலேயர்‌ சல்வி 
முறைப்படி அமைந்த பள்ளிகளில்‌ அந்த முறையில்‌ தமிழ்ப்பாடம்‌ பயிர்‌. றுவதென்ப து 
ஒரு எளிய காரியமன் pj. சுருங்கக்‌ கூறின்‌ தமிழ்ப்‌ பாடம்‌ கல்விப்‌ பயிற்சியில்‌ ஒரு 
ஒதுங்கிய பாடமாகத்‌ தான்‌ இருக்கும்‌. தமிழாசிரியர்‌ வாழ்க்கையும்‌, ஈடையுடை | 
தோற்றமும்‌, கொள்கையும்‌, воли முழைமைக்குப்‌ பெரிதும்‌ ஓத்துவராத 
செய்திகள்‌. முப்பது ஆண்டுகளுக்கு முந்திய காலப்‌ பகுதி வரையில்‌ இந்த நிலை 
ஏறத்தாழ இப்படியே நீடித்து வந்தது. தமிழாசிரியரின்‌ ஊதியம்‌ மற்ற ஆசிரியர்‌ 
ஊதியத்தைவீடப்‌ பல மடங்கு குறைவுடையதாய்த்‌ தேங்கிக்‌ கடக்கும்‌. இதிலிருந்து 
மாணவர்களின்‌ ஈடுபாடு தமிழில்‌ எவ்வாறு இருக்குமென்‌ பதை ஒருவாறு ஊகிக்கலாம்‌, 


இந்த நிலையிலும்‌ தமிழறிஞர்‌,பலர்‌ சிறந்த பேராசிரியர்களாக விளக்கி, கற்றவ > 
ரெல்லாரும்‌ புகழ, தொழில்‌ நடாத்தினார்‌ என்றால்‌ உண்மையில்‌ வியப்புக்கும்‌ மதிப்‌ 
புக்கும்‌ உரிய செய்தி அது. 


வித்துவான்‌ தியாகராச செட்டியார்‌ குடந்தை அரசினர்‌ கல்லூரியில்‌ பதினைந்து 
ஆண்டுகள்‌ பணியாற்றிய பேராசிரியர்‌. பேருக்கு ஆசிரியராக இன்றி இவருக்கு முன்‌ 
இருந்தவரும்‌ இவரும்‌ இவருக்குப்‌ பின்‌ இருந்தவரும்‌ உண்மையிலேயே பேராசிரியர்கள்‌. 


இவர்‌ தந்தையார்‌ சதம்பரஞ்‌ செட்டியார்‌, ஊர்‌ திருச்சிக்கு அருகே உள்ள 
பூவாளூர்‌, தோன்றியது 1826இல்‌. stooge 
இவருக்குப்‌ புலமையளித்தவர்‌ இரிஏரபுரம்‌ மகாவித்வான்‌ மீனாட்‌செந்தரம்‌ பிள்ளை. 
படைப்டயிற்சிப்‌ பள்ளியில்‌ லெ காலமும்‌, திருவரங்கத்து உயர்நிலைப்‌ பள்ளியில்‌ 
எட்டு ஆண்டுகளும்‌ (1867 முதல்‌), குடந்தை அரசினர்‌ கல்லூரியில்‌ 15 அண்டு 
களும்‌ (1865—1880) பணியாற்றினர்‌. பிறகு உடல்‌ நிலை காரணமாக வேஃையி 
69055 துவிலகனர்‌, மறைவு எய்தியது 1888இல்‌, 


Puras நிலபுலங்கள்‌ பல உடையவர்‌ 


தியாகராஜ செட்டியாரின்‌ சம்பளவிஓதம்‌ சிறிது குறிப்பிடத்‌ தக்கது. 


முதற்‌ 
பள்ளியில்‌ முதன்‌ முதல்‌ வேலையில்‌ அமர்ந்த போது சம்பளம்‌ முழுசாய்‌ 10 ரூ 


பாய்‌,” 


வித்துவான்‌ இயாகராச செட்டியார்‌ 127 
இவருக்கு அக்காலத்தில்‌ குடும்பத்திற்காகச்‌ செலவழிந்த து 5 ரூபாய்‌ என்று இவரே 
சொல்லியிருக்கறார்‌. மறு பள்ளிக்கூடம்‌ போனபோதும்‌ முதலில்‌ 10 ரூபாய்தான்‌ 
சம்பளம்‌. இவருடைய அருந்திறமையினைப்‌ பாராட்டி, திடீரென்று சம்பளத்தை 
அதிகப்படுத்தினார்கள்‌. அதாவது 15 ரூபாய்‌// இது வழக்கமாகச்‌ சம்பளம்‌ உயரும்‌ 
விகிதத்தில்‌ 21 மடங்கு அதிகம்‌. வேலையிலிருந்து பேராசிரியராக விலகியபோது 
சம்பளம்‌ ரூ 50, இந்த 60 ரூபாய்‌ சம்பளம்‌ அரை நூற்றாண்டுக்கு மேல்‌ நீடித்‌ 
திருந்தது. “மேல்‌” என்ற வார்த்தை ஒரு “இருபது ஆண்டுகளுக்குச்‌ சமம்‌, 


தியாகராச செட்டியார்‌ இக்‌ கல்லூரியின்‌ தமிழாசிரியராக வந்தவிதம்‌ மிக 
விதையானது. கொட்டையூர்‌ சிவக்கொழுந்து தேசிகர்‌ என்பவர்‌ ஒரு தமிழ்ப்‌ பெரும்‌ 
புலவர்‌, அவர்‌ மகனாரும்‌ மகாவித்துவான்‌ மீனாட்சிசுந்தரம்பிள்ளையவர்கள்‌ மாணவரு 
மான சாமிநாத தேசிகர்‌ என்ற பேரறிஞர்‌ இவ்வரசினர்‌ கல்லூரியில்‌ பேராசிரியராக 
வீற்றிருந்து, வேறு கல்லூரிக்கு மாறியபோது அந்த இடம்‌ காலியாயிற்று, 
அப்போது கல்லூரித்‌ தலைவராயிருந்தவர்‌ டபிள்யூ ஏ, போர்ட்டர்‌ துரை. துணைத்‌ 
தலைமை அசிரியர்‌ திரு கோபால ராவ்‌. இவர்‌ தமிழிலும்‌ ஈல்ல தேர்ச்சியுடையவர்‌. 
தமிழாசிரியர்‌ இடத்திற்கு ஒருவர்‌ நியமனமாகும்‌ வரையில்‌ தமிழ்ப்‌ பாடங்களுள்‌ ஒரு 
பகுதியைக்‌ கோபால்ராவே நடத்திவந்தார்‌. இலக்கண பாடங்களும்‌ இவர்‌ நடத்துவ 
துண்டு. ஒரு நாள்‌ நன்னூல்‌ சூத்திரம்‌ ஒன்றைப்‌ பற்றிக்‌ கேள்விகள்‌ கேட்டுவந்த 
போது ஒரு மாணவன்‌ ஆசிரியர்‌ சொல்லித்தந்ததைவிட அதிகமாகவும்‌ விளக்கமாகவும்‌ 
விடையளித்தான்‌. அதுவும்‌ இலக்கணத்தில்‌ ஒரு சிக்கலான பாடத்தில்‌. Hoes 
அப்டோய்‌, 

“ உன்‌ பெயர்‌ என்ன? என்று ஆதரவுடன்‌ கேட்டார்‌ கோபால்ராவ்‌, 


“Bara ராவ்‌ ” 

«$ இந்தப்‌ பள்ளியில்‌ எவ்வளவு காலமாகப்‌ படிக்கிறாப்சீ இதற்குமுன்‌ எங்கே 
யாரிடம்‌ படித்தாய்‌?” 

«Qs வருஷம்தான்‌ இங்கே வந்தேன்‌. இதற்குமுன்‌ ஸ்ரீரங்கம்‌ பள்ளிக்‌ 
கூடத்தில்‌ தியாகராச செட்டியாரிடம்‌ படித்தேன்‌. அவரிடம்தான்‌ ஈன்னூலைக்‌ 
கற்றுக்கொண்டேன்‌ ” என்றான்‌. 

ஏதோ gm புதிய பொருளைக்‌ கண்டெடுத்தவர்போல Bug நின்றார்‌ 
கோபால்ராவ்‌. எவ்வாறு செட்டியார்‌ பிறகு அரசினர்‌ கல்லூரிக்கு வந்திருக்கக்கூடு 
மென்பதை விவரிக்கவேண்டியதில்லை. சுருக்கமாக மாணவர்க்குத்‌ தந்த கல்விச்‌ 
செல்வம்‌, பிறகு தியாகராச செட்டியாருக்கு வாழ்க்கைச்‌ செல்வமாய்‌ மாறிற்று. 


` செட்டியாருடைய தமிழ்ப்புலமை ஆழமும்‌ அழுத்தமும்‌ உடையது. sub 
மரபுக்கு மாறாக ஏதேனும்‌ கண்டால்‌ அவருக்கு அடங்காத கோபம்‌ வரும்‌. கொண்ட 
கொள்கையில்‌ மிகவும்‌ பிடிவாதக்காரர்‌. தகுதி, செல்வம்‌, பதவிகளில்‌ எவ்வளவு 
பெரியவரானாலும்‌ நேருக்கு நேரே அுச்சமாகப்‌ பச்சையாய்க்‌ கண்டி த்துவீடுவார்‌. ஈன்‌ 
னூலைச்‌ சருக்கிப்‌ பதிப்பித்த கும்பகோணத்து வக்கீல்‌ ஒருவரும்‌, குறனைத்‌ திருத்திய 
ஒரு பாதிரியாரும்‌ இவர்‌ போல்‌ இன்னும்‌ பலரும்‌, பிறரும்‌ இவரிடத்தில்‌ 
அகப்பட்டு மிகவும்‌ தடுமாறி இருக்கிறார்கள்‌. அதாவது உடும்புபோனால்‌ போகிறது 
கையை விட்டால்‌ போதும்‌ என்ற நிலைக்கு வந்து விடுவார்கள்‌. 


128 நூற்றாண்டு நினைவு மலர்‌ 


இவருடைய அருஞ்‌ я அப்புகளைப்‌ பாராட்டாத அசிரியர்‌ மாணவர்கள்‌ இல்லை 
எனலாம்‌. காட றிய வாழ்ந்த ஒரு பேரறிஞர்‌. கல்லூரியிலும்‌ ஊரிலும்‌ இவருக்கிருந்க 
பெரும்‌ மதிப்புக்‌ AID Bar உருவம்‌ கல்லூரியின்‌ தெற்குத்‌ தாழ்வாரத்தில்‌ 
கிழக்கிலிருந்து . மே ற்காக > ஐந்தாவது கம்பம்‌ ஒன்றில்‌ செதுக்கப்பட்டிருக்கிற து, 
கோபால்‌ ராவ்‌ அவர்களின்‌ உருவமும்‌ குதிரையில்‌ இருந்ததுபோல அதன்‌ :பக்கத்தில்‌ 
செதுக்கப்பட்டிருக்கிறது. 4-12-1887 இல்‌ இச்‌ செய்தியை அவர்‌ தாமே ஒரு கடிதத்‌ 
தில்‌ குறிப்பிட்டிருக்கிறார்‌. 


மாணவர்களின்‌ தேவையும்‌, நிலையும்‌, அறிந்து இனிப்பாக, எளிதாகப்‌ பாடம்‌ 
சொல்லும்‌ தன்மை உடையவர்‌ தியாகராச செட்டியார்‌. மாணவர்களும்‌ இவர்பால்‌ 
நிரம்பிய மதிப்பும்‌, அன்பும்‌ வழிபாடும்‌ உடையவர்கள்‌. இன்றைக்கும்‌ சிறந்த நூலாக 
வழங்கும்‌ தமிழ்‌ வரலாறு என்ற நூலை எழுதிய தஞ்சை நீதிபதி திரு. சீனிவாச பிள்ளை 
முதலாகப்‌ பல பெருமக்கள்‌ இவரிடம்‌ தமிழ்‌ கற்றவர்கள்‌. இவரைக்‌ சமது அசிரியர்‌ 
என்‌ று சொல்லிக்‌ கொள்வதையும்‌ இவர்‌ தமிழ்‌ சொல்லும்‌ அருமையைப்‌ பேசுவதையும்‌ 
ஒரு பெருமையாக நினைப்பவர்கள்‌, 


தியாகராச செட்டியாரவர்களும்‌ இவ்வாறே தம்முடைய ஆசிரியர்‌ மீனாட்சி 
சுந்தரம்‌ பிள்ளையிடம்‌ மாறாத அன்பும்‌, அளப்பரும்‌ மதிப்பும்‌ உடையவர்‌. அவர்‌ மீது 
அன்பு கனிந்து எழுதிய பாடல்களில்‌ ஒன்று: 


“ பெற்றாருள்‌ நின்னைப்பெற்‌ (Gi Gurê பெற்றார்களும்‌; பேண்பிறப்பை 
உற்றாருளும்‌ நின்னைப்‌ போலவுற்‌ றார்களும்‌; உன்னருளை 
நற்றா ரணியுள்‌ எனைப்போறழ்பெற்‌ மார்களும்‌; நாடுறினும்‌ 
orita ரோர்தரும்‌ மீனாட்சி சுந்தர மாமணியே ”, 


௮. கிருஷ்ணமூர்த்தி, 
தமிழ்‌ விரியுரையாளர்‌, 
அரசினர்‌ கல்லூரி, குடந்தை, 





' INSIDE THE PHYSICS LABORATORY 


= Be. ^ 
Dy d 


м 
..” 


o2? 


Miss INDIA (Indrani Rahman) 
gave a benefit performance in aid of the Centenary on 30-9-54. 
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DOLS தீறனும்‌, 
DDB கதையும்‌, 
ருணிக்வர்‌ வைப்பும்‌ ` 


கலந்த ஓவியங்கள்‌ 
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The 
Vulcan Insurance Company Limited 


(ESTD. 1919) 
(Н. 0: BOMBAY) 


has established a name for prompt service and quick ве ететі of. 
claims during the last 94 years of ifs existence. | | 


TOTAL ASSETS EXCEEDS Rs, 88,00,000/- 


Board of Directors: 
Mangaldas В. Mehta Esq», Solicitor, Chairman. 
Sir Hukamchand Sarupchand, Кі» Banker, Merchant, & Mil! Owner 
Jaykiishna Harivallabhdas, Esq», Mill Agent | 
Rai Bahadur Rajkumarsingh Hukamchand, М.А , LL. B., F. R. E. 8., 
Banker & Mill Owner 
Rai Bahadur Seth Lalchand В. Sethi, Banker & Mill Owner» 
Sir Behram М» Karenjia, Kt. 
Calian D. Vaidya» Esq., Je P. 
В. М. Ghia, Esq.» Merchant € Mill Owner. 


V. C. Setalvad, Esq » В. A. LL.B. General Manager, 
(Director-in-charge} К. С. Desai Esq. 


Transacts : 


Fire, Motor, Marine, Workmen’s Compensation 
and other miscellaneous insurances. 


For agency terms and other details please apply to: 
| The Branch Manager, 
THE VULCAN INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED, 
“ INDIAN BANK BUILDINGS, ” 
First Line Beach, 
Telephone: 2027 MADRAS. Telegram: “INFIRE’ 





Resident Superintendent, 
THE VULCAN INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED, 
31, Chinnaswamy Mudaliar Road, 
BANGALORE 1. 
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B. G. PAUL & Co. 


@ 
X 
| X 
PUBLISHERS . Ж 
4, FRANCIS JOSEPH Өт. | MADRAS-1 ` $ 

Our Publications : ' 
x 

X 

x 


(1) Local Self-Government in Graat Britain Rs. 5; (2) Europe between 
Two World Wars (1918-1939) Rs. 12/8; (3) Changing Views on Marriage 
and Family Rs. 3/8; (4) The Gangas of Talkad Rs. 3; (5) The Social and 
Political Life in tho Vijayanagara Empire A. D, 1346-1646 Rs. 12; (6) The Г 
Aravidu Dynasty of Vijayanagara, 1542-1614, Vol. 1 (7) Studies in 
Pallava History Rs. 3/8; (8) The Maukharis Rs. 6; (9 The Law and X 
Theory of Railway Freight Rates Rs. 10; (10) Тһе History of Jahangir M 
Вз. 5; (11) Economic Development Rs. 8; (12) The Science of History and 
the Hope of Mankind Re. I; (13) Introduction to the Science of Education 
X Re. 1/4; (14) The Political Philosophies since 1905 Rs. 4; (15) Anandaranga 


Ж Champu Rs. 4; (16) Pedagogic Musings Rs. 5; (17) Principles of Civics 
x Rs. 4; Etc, 
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For Particulars of authors & Price Please apply. 
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Telegram: “CONDIMENT " 


М Telephone; 2257 x 
М Р. VENCATACHELLUM CONDIMENTS Y 
X Еѕтр. 1860 M 
y REGISTERED: PEACOCK BRAND X 
Я 14 2, POPHAM'S BROADWAY MADRAS.1 К 
\ PRICE LIST Я 
| | EACH RS. A. . А, ' 
X Special LimePickle (Large) 2—0 Special Lime Pickle (Small) 1—4 x 
X Avakai (Hot Mango) Pickle „ 9-0 Avakai(Hot Mango)Pickle „ 1—6 
М Narthangai Pickle _ » 2—0 Narthangai Pickle » 1—4 
y Mixed Vegetables Pickle „ 9-0 Mixed Vegetables Pickle ,, 1—4 
М DEN Ар К - m Manga Pickle » 1—4 
ellikai Pickle — om ellikai Pickle — 
М Special Mango Pickle 2-0 Pepper Chutney ü 12% қ 
Pachai Melaga Chutne 0-15 Gi М 
М у inger Chutney 0-15 
Nallan Thokku 0-15 МаШ Thokku 0-15 Ж 
+ Puthina Thokku 0-15 Pepper Powder 3 Ib. 1-19 М 
M P. V. Sambar Powder қ 
Y l Ib. Tin Rs. 2; — š Ib. Tin Rs. 1/2; 3 lb. Tin As. 10. 4 
ожжжжжжж AACA ACO OK DC KK DAC OK >< SK OK DRE DC AAAS 













have we groun and growing ever with pride of 3 
serving best Institutions, Colleges, Profes- | 
sions, Students and Public in their needs of 


| BOOKS AND PUBLICATIONS 
on every branch - ARTS, SCIENCE, LAW, MEDICAL, 4 
TECHNICAL, ENGINEERING from any part of the World; | 


produces the best and quality publications 
by authors of authority and repute. 


Always ready al your service: 


P. VARADACHARY à CD., 


AGENTS FOR GOVT. PUBLICATIONS Sune рата 
AUTHORISED AGENTS FOR ¿UNITED NATIONS 


8, Linga Chetty Street, MADRAS - 1 


5870. 1869 


4444-44-33 
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CHALK CRAYONS + 
THE * GOLDEN ” INDUSTRY 1 


(Esto. 1983) 
Post Box No. И 


33, Ellaki Chetty Street, KUMBAKONAM (5, India). 


What the consumers say about our chalks: 
PA A AA 


(1) 50% saved; (9) No gritty particles throughout; (8) Not 
brittle; (4) The hardness is suitably standardized; (5) Very 
pleasing to write because of its smoothness; (6) Very bright; 
the students strain little to read the writing on the black-board; 
(7) The black-board remains fresh with the paint; (8) All the « 
more the standard of the quality is maintained for ever. 


The above tributes show that our products are the best in the market. 









Are you one of the benefited? 
Your esteemed repeated indents will receive our prcmpt attention. | 
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ON THE OCCASION 


WE EXTEND OUR HEARTY GREETINGS TO YOU. 


OF THE CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 


— 


OF THE GOVERNMENT COLLEGE, KUMBAKONAM. 


FINE PHARMACEUTICALS 


Manufacturers of Pharmaceuticals and Fine Chemicals 


| 
| 
| 
| 


MOTILAL STREET, KUMBAKONAM. 
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Орр, MOUNT Road, P. O., MADRAS.2 
Grams; DECORATORS Fstd. 1936 Phone: 8172 


IEA ТАЧИ жеу  — = w БАСК Se 9 


DAR SS w =e стел Ө AO y AA x 


ஐம்மணி மாலை 


7 
வினாவிடை. 
நேரிசை வெண்பா 


பூவையர்நீர்‌ மொள்வதெது? பொங்கலடைத்‌ திங்களெது? 
கோவையர்மேற்‌ கொள்வதெது? கூடிமக்கள்‌-—வாழ்வகெது? 
தென்குடந்தைக்‌ கல்லூரி! சேய்மையெதிர்ச்‌ சுட்டின்பே 
ரென் குடந்தைக்‌ கல்லூரி யே, 


2 
மடக்கு 
கட்டளைக்‌ கலித்துறை 
குடந்தைக்கல்‌ லூரியை யெப்திட மக்கடங்‌ கோதிலன்புக்‌ 
குட ந்தைச்கல்‌ லூரியை யெய்திடச்‌ செய்ம்மெனக்‌ கூறியின்பாய்கி 
குடந்கைக்கல்‌ லூரியை யப்படு மோவெனக்‌ கொண்டுவந்து 
குடந்தைக்கல்‌ லூரியை யெப்படி Gu gyi குறுருவரே. 


3 
மாணவராற்ணுப்ப்டை (Cambridge of South India) 
பன்னிருசர்‌ கழிநெடிலடி ஆசிரிய விருத்தம்‌ 
கற்றோர்‌ பரவும்‌ தேம்சுநன்‌ 
கரையார்‌ கல்விக்‌ கழகத்தே 
கற்போன்‌? எங்கள்‌ கால்டுவெலும்‌ 
“கன்னித்‌ தமிழ்போல்‌ உலகத்தே 
மற்றோர்‌. மொழியான்‌ காண்கில்லேன்‌ 
மறவீர்‌'” என்றார்‌; ஆதலினால்‌ 
வந்தேன்‌ அன்பாய்த்‌ தமிழ்க ற்கும்‌ 
வாயா கென்ன, -மதிவல்லோய்‌/ 
கற்றோர்‌ தொகையில்‌ யானோருவன 
கல்வித்‌ துறையின்‌ கலையெல்லாம்‌ 
கற்போர்‌ பெருக ‚лыг тр өйт ерт Ф 
கடந்த குடந்தைக்‌ கல்லூரி 
வற்றா வளநீர்‌ காவேரி | 
மருங்கே யுளதால்‌ நுமதேபோன்ம்‌ 
மனம்போற்‌ கற்றுப்‌ பயனேய்த 
வல்லே யின்னே செல்லாயே 


நூற்றாண்டு நினைவு மலர்‌ 
4 
பயன பாடு 
இணையடிக்‌ கட்டளைக்‌ கலிப்பா 

தேனை நாடிச்‌ சுரும்பினஞ்‌ செல்வதும்‌ 

செல்வ நாடி யிரவலர்‌ செல்வதும்‌ 
செம்மை நாழால்‌ லோர்மனஞ்‌ செல்வதும்‌ 

செயலை நாடிவல்‌ லோருளஞ்‌ செல்வதும்‌ 
கானை நாடி Werder செல்வதும்‌ 

களவை நாடித்‌ தலைமகள்‌ செல்வதும்‌ 
கடலை நாடி முகிலினஞ்‌ செல்வதும்‌ 

கரையை நாடிக்‌ கலம்பல செல்வதும்‌ 
மோனை நாடிக்‌ கவியடி செல்வதும்‌ 

மொழியை காடி. யசைமுதல்‌ செல்வதும்‌ 
முறையை காடி மெலியவர்‌ செல்வதும்‌ 

முனையை நாடி மறவர்கள்‌ செல்வதும்‌ 
வானை நாடி யுலகர்கண்‌ செல்வதும்‌ 

வயலை நாடி oi ser செல்வதும்‌ 
மாரி காடுங்‌ குடந்தைக்கல்‌ லூரியை 

மக்கள்‌ நாடிச்‌ செலுவது போலுமே, 


5 


வண்டு விடு தூது 
கொச்சகக்‌ கலிப்பா 


கல்லை யிடைக்குறைத்துக்‌ கற்போர்‌ மனம்போலப்‌ 
பல்ல வருமுவந்து பல்லாண்டு வாழ்கவெனச்‌ ` 
சொல்ல வுடனீயும்‌, சோலைவாய்ப்‌ ә нет т 
மூல்லை முகைபோன்ற முத்தார்‌ முறுவலார்‌ 
நல்லை யெனப்பாடும்‌ நாட்பூர்‌ துறைப்பாடல்‌ 
சில்லை யுவந்து Bhar விரிநீத்தம்‌ 

கொல்லை வளற்றும்‌ குடந்தைக்கல்‌ ar fu sar 
எல்லை யிடைச்சென்‌ றினிதூதாய்‌ கோத்தும்பீ! 


குறிப்புரை 


நீர்‌ மொள்வது-ஃகுடம்‌, பொங்கல்‌ என்னும்‌ சொல்லை அடைமொழியாக 
உடைய திங்கள்‌---மாதம்‌--தை, கோயையார்‌--பெண்கள்‌ இடையில்‌ அணியும்‌ 
காஞ்சி, மேகலை, பருமம்‌ முதலிய கோவைகள்‌, | மேற்கொள்வது கோவையில்‌ 
பதிப்பது--கல்‌--(ரத்னம்‌) மக்கள்‌ கூடி வாழ்வது--ஊர்‌, தென்‌--அழகு? G—A wid. 
உடரந்தைக்கு-பொருந்தய.  அ௮ல்‌--இரவு, ஊரி--ஊர்வது, செல்வது. இரவில்‌ 
செல்வது--மதி, அழகிய நிறமுடைய மதிபோன்‌ றவளே! இது மகடூஉ முன்னிலை, 
2. THIRD அண்மைச்‌ சுட்டு--இ. குடம்‌ தை கல்‌ ஊர்‌ இ-குடந்தைக்‌ 
கல்லூரி, 
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2 

குடம்‌--வெல்லம்‌, இனிமை, தைக்கு அழகிய. HAr ஊரி 
ஊர்பவன்‌. அல்‌ ஊரி-- இரவில்‌ செல்பவன்‌ சந்திரன்‌ மதி கலைமதி கலையறிவு. 
எய்‌ திட--அடைய மக்கள்தம்‌ கோதுஇல்‌ அன்புக்குள்‌ தந்தைக்கு அல்‌ ஊரியை 
எய்திட, மக்கள்‌--மைந்தர்‌, தம்‌ Berge அன்புக்குள்‌--தம்‌ குற்றமற்ற அன்புக்‌ 
குள்ளாக்கி, ௮ல்‌- “வறுமை, அறியாமை. ஊரியை әти! — se. அறியாமை 
அகல. செய்ம்‌ என--செய்வோம்‌. எனத்‌“ தந்தைக்குக்‌ கூறி, தம்‌ rin அன்புக்‌ 
குள்ளாக்‌கி; கல்லூரிக்கு அனுப்ப உடன்படுத் தி. குடந்தைக்கு அல்‌ ஊர்‌ இயைப்‌ 
படுமோ எனக்கொண்டு உவந்த குடந்தைக்கு வேறு ஊர்‌ ஓப்பாகுமோ என்று 
எண்ணி மகிழ்ந்து, விரும்பி, அல்‌ ஊர்‌-வேறு ஊர்‌. குறுகுவர்‌_-அடைவர்‌. அச்‌ 
கல்லூரியில்‌ சேர்வர்‌. 


3 


பரவும்‌ பெருகும்‌, போற்றும்‌. தேமசு— நீச Thames, கல்விக்‌ கழகம்‌-- 


University of Cambridge. 
4 


கான்‌ காடு. இனநிரை-மாட்டுக்கூட்டம்‌. களவை நாடிச்‌ செல்லல்‌--கலைவி 
குறியிடஞ்‌ சேரல்‌, கவியடிசெய்யுளடி. அசைமுதல்‌-—அசையை முதலாக உடை 
ша--Өйі. இவ்விரண்டையும்‌ நாடுவோர்‌ புலவர்‌, முனே-போர்க்களம்‌, இவை 
யெல்லாம்‌ பயனடைய என்பதாம்‌. 


5 


கல்லை - இடைக்‌ குறைத்துக்‌ கற்போர்‌ — கலை கற்போர்‌, கல்லை -- 
கலை — இடைக்‌ குறை, நீ என்றது--கோத்தும்பியை. முத்து ஆர்‌ س‎ 
முத்துப்‌ போன்ற முல்லை முகை போன்ற முத்து; முத்துப்போன்ற முறுவல்‌. 
மூறுவல்‌--பல்‌. கல்லைநன்றாய்ப்‌. பாடுகிறாப்‌ என. பூந்துை ற_அமயெ அமை. 
நாள்‌-— நாலை. துறையிலுள்ள சோலையின்‌ வாய்‌ இருந்து பாடும்‌ பாடல்‌. வாய்‌-இடம்‌. 
சில்லை--ஒரு நீர்ப்‌ பறவை, அச்சிறிய நீர்ப்‌, றவையும்‌ தமிழ்ப்‌ பாடலைக்‌ கேட்கும்‌ 
தகுதியடையது குடந்தை என்பது. நீத்தம்‌ - நீர்‌, சொல்லை கல்லூரித்‌ தோட்டம்‌. 


வள ற்றும்‌அவளளஞ்செய்யும்‌, எல்லை பக்கம்‌. 


க. கொவிந்தராசன В. А, (Hons) В. T. 
தமிழ்த்துறைத்‌ தலைவர்‌ 
அரசினர்‌ கல்லூரி, குடந்தை, 


The College Сапое Club 


The Kumbakonam College is picturesguely situated on the 
banks of the Cauvery, which flows on majestically touching 
the walls of the College with her merry waves. Ideally situ- 
ated on that side of the river which is removed from the 
din and the bustle of the town and surrounded by extensive 
green meadows and gigantic trees, offering cool shade, the 
College with her sylvan setting and traditional glory, offers 
an inexhaustible source of inspiration for a high intellectual 
life and noble manhood. Her tower and dome and regal struc- 
ture reflected in the waters of the Cauvery, are ever-shining 
landmarks and monuments of human aspiration, sacrifice and 


achievement, Whoever breathes the air of her precincts, imbibes 
with 10 the spirit of the place. 


If the lawns resemble those of Oxford, the boating on 
the river resembles that of Cambridge. The Canoe Club is a 
unique feature of the College and the sight of a fleet of 
boats, rowed up and down the river, by robust young 
men in their uniforms, in the evening sun, lends to the 
College a special charm not to be found anywhere else in 
the south. Many could not have dreamt of the possibilities 
of the full flowing river, serving as a splendid highway for 
the College canoes and affording healthy amusement. Many 
could not have realised the thrill of the water passing along 
the ribs of the boat, into the blood and brain of man shaking 
off his sloth and infusing in him a new spirit of daring 
adventure and splendid experience. There is nothirig 


more poetic, more pleasurable than canoeing оп the river 
and our College affords ample facilities, 


The sturdy young.men who have had the proud privilege 
of riding these boats could never forget the hours spent in 
rowing up and down the river, their Strenuous and ambitious 
efforts to go farther and farther up the stream and their 
pleasant and effortless downward trips. The memory of the 
long tours up the river carried out in a Spirit of adventure 
and youthful co-operation, going ahead in the middle of a broad 
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expanse MÍ water, surrounded by strange-scenéry, the inquisitive 
gaze of the rustic onlookers on either bank, the splendid rest 
and recreation in between strenuous work, and the taste of 
fruits and sugarcane grown in plenty on the banks would be 
ever green in their minds. 


Generation after generation of young men whe have had 
the benefits of this unique institution, the Canoe Club, owe 
their deep debt of gratitude to its fonnder, Principal P. Rajagopala 
Iyer. His skill in mechanics had stood him in good stead 
in the matter of building boats for the College fleet. In 1919, 
there were eight boats, four padding singles by name, “Sankara” 
“Ganga” “Leila” and “Sarasa”, two paddling fours by name 
“Padma” and “Kamala” and two pair oars “Girija” and 
“Chittur”, all built in the College docks under the personal 
supervision of Mr. Rajagopala Iyer, 


The first annual Regatta was held on 14th September 
1919, before a large gathering of distinguished ladies and 
gentlemen. This was a gala function and the shore was 
profusely decorated with colourful festoons and  buntings. 
Crowds of people had lined up the entire bank and witnessed the 
boat races in wonder and excitement. The annual Regatta 
has ever since continued to be the same festive occasion all 


these years. 


In 1920 there were as many as twenty-two canes includ- 
ing the newly constructed paddling tens, “Mangala”, named 
after the Goddess of the town. The first long tour was 
succesfully attempted with the active encouragement of the 
Principal, Mr. Rajagopala Iyer, who acted as the coxswain. 
The boats were rowed up to Swamimalai, a distance 
of five miles up the stream on one occasion and to Tiruvada- 
marudur five miles down the river on another occasion. 


Encouraged by this initial success, the members made 
the first trip to Kapistalam in 1921. At Kapistalam the party 
was warmly received and sumptuously entertained by the 
Moopanar of Kapistalam. The Club is extremely grateful to 
the family of Sri. R. Govindaswamy Moopanar, whose hospi- 
tality has been so generously extended to the canoe tourists 
of the College on every occasion they went there, 
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А record of muscular strength and human м was 
set up by the sturdy members of the Club in 1923 when the 
crew reached Tiruvaiyar, twenty miles up-stream. 


A new paddling tens, “Rajagopal”, named after the founder, 
was constructed and launched in the year 1926. With the 
construction of this boat, a trip to Trirukkattupalli 30 miles 
up the river was successfully accomplished. 


In 1941, the two rowing fours were taken up to Thirukkattu- 
palli and a fresh record was веб up by taking one of the boats 
t Grand Anicut, thus covering a total distance of forty miles 
up the river. The party was warmly received by Sri Madhava Rao 
at Koiladi. He and others of his family have extended the same 
hospitality to the College Canoe men whenever they went there 
in the succeeding years. 


In 1942, all previous records were broken by the members of 
the Club when they reached as far up as Tiruchirapalli, 50 miles 
from Kumbakonam. This trip was a memorable record of the 
fulfilment of youthful ambition, courage, enterprise and co- 
operation. For the first time the boats were pulled up under 
the Railway bridge at Trichy where the river is very wide, 


With the free availability of materials in 1951, all the 
boats were re-constructed and this enabled the members to make a 
grand tour up to Mutharasanallur, 55 miles up the river. 


There are at present 14 boats in good condition and all the 
students who have passed the Swimming test in the river are | 
members of the Canoe Club. This year, the members of the Club 
have beat all previous records by taking the two rowing sixes up 
to Upper Anicut in September 10 miles west of Tiruchirapalli 
covering a total distance of 61 miles up-Stream in four-and-a-half 
days with Р. 8. Krishnamoorthy as Captain, M. Doraiswami, 
K. Nagarajan, G. Viswanathan and N. Ambalraj as Vice-Captains 
and Mr. L. Rajagopalan as Patron. This marks the greatest 
achievement of the Canoe Club in all the years of its 


existence and quite fittingly this coincides with the Centenary 
Celebrations of the College. 


L. Rajagopalan 


The Ktimbakonam College Old Boys' Association 


Аз you enter the main old buildings of the Kumbakonam 
College, you come upon a hexagonal hall full of portraits of 
great personalities. A feeling of reverence and respect creeps 
in upon you and as you turn your eye from portrait to port- 
rait, your mind takes in at a glance the great gallery of 
brilliant students and professors who have left foot-prints 
on the sands of time and hallowed the memories and enriched 
the reputation and traditions of the Kumbakonam College. 


The buildings and their setting by the flowing Cauveri 
no doubt lend a picturesque view to the whole atmosphere, 
but it is not brick and mortar or their artistic setting that 
brought the Kumbakonam College ‘her great reputation. It 
was the hard work of the great professors who taught here 
and the brilliant students who sat at their feet drawing ins- 
piration and lessons from them that have built the glorious 
name and fame of the College these hundred years. 


Ina big educational institution like this, students come 
in and pass out almost in an eternal procession. To bind them 
together by the silken chord of affection and gratitude an 
organisation is necessary. The Kumbakonam College Old Boys’ 
Association has more than fulfilled this mission. Besides 
keeping alive the link between the College and the Old 
Boys, it has helped in a substantial measure many а poor 
boy to prosecute his studies without the pangs of penury chilling 
his intellectual ardour. By way of abundant scholarships and 
prizes, the Association has not only perpetuated the names of 
the distinguished Old Boys but also helped the deserving boys 
in the pursuit of their studies. 


More than all, the Kumbakonam College Old Boys’ Asso- 
ciation has acted as the (осо parentis tothe College, studying 
its wants and working for its growth. Being au institution 
managed by Government, the College has had to suffer from all 
the defects which inhere in a Governmental machinery. The Old 
Boys’ Association has fought for the development of the College, 
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the introduction of new courses of study and the «“pgrading of 
the College into a residential University with honours ббагвев. 


At one time in the thirties of this century, the strength 
of the College was at its lowest ebb and there seems to have 
been a proposal to abolish it. The Association, however, соп- 
vinced the Government of the unsoundness of the proposal 
and the crisis was averted. 


In 1895 the idea of an organisation of Old Boys was first 
mooted and there was a colourful celebration. It drew most of its 
distinguished Old Boys from far and near. But the enthusiasm 
did not take concrete form till 1915 when Mr. В. М. Statham 
as President and Principal, formed and registered the Association. 
Since then the Association has had an unbroken record of service 
to the Alma Mater and to the present students and has been 
celebrating the Old Boys' Day every year in collaboration with 
the College and has been of ever-increasing usefulness. 


It has also helped to keep alive the bond between the 
College and the Old Boys. The dazzling heights to which 
some of the Old Boys of the College ascended by dint of 
their inherent abilities and the training they had here at 
College, have fascinated many a younger boy at College and 
inspired him to high endeavour. In keeping up the banner 
of higher ideals and presenting the shining examples of some 
of its distinguished members before the present generation of 
students, the Old Boys’ Association has proved its great 
usefulness and established a fine record of progress. 


The Rt. Honourable У. 8. Srinivasa Sastri, V. P. Madhaya 
Hao, Kasturi Ranga Iyengar, Dr. Rangachari, Mathematician 
Ramanujan, Sir Р. 8. Sivaswami Aiyar, Sir K. Srinivasa Iyengar, 
S. Muthiah Mudaliar and a host of others have shone іп 
disparate walks of life as exemplars to humanity and brought 
honour and fame to their Alma Mater and to our Association. 
Many scholarships are endowed in their names and the recipients 
are bound to be inspired by their example. Even to-day the 
old students of the College are Spread throughout the sub- 
continent serving the country and its administration, enriching 


political and social life or otherwise adding to her attainments 
Ju Several directions. 
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The, Kumbakonam College Old Boys’ Association has 
-had exceilent ruddermen in their Presidents and Secretaries 
who have piloted the Association safely through many a storm 
that blew over the fortunes of the College. Mr. Statham was 
our first President and Sri K. S. Patrachariar, who is still 
happily with us, our present President. Sri N. Krishnaswami 
Iyengar, Sri A. Subramania Iyəf, Sri T. Krishnaswamy Iyengar 
Sri T. K. Aravamudha Iyengar, Sri K. Narasimha Iyengar, Sri 
T. Sampath Iyengar, and my humble self among the Old Boys and 
Sri К. 5. Patrachariar, Sri А. G. Narasimha Iyer, Sri T. М. 
Margasahayam Chettiar and Sri P. Sankaranarayana Aiyar among 
the Staff Secretaries have done yeoman service to the Association. 


The Old Boys’ Association has also secured the provision 
of boarding and lodging facilities under the Kalyanaraman 
Charities and the Tiruyalanjuli Kalyanaraman Pillai Charities to a 
select number of students. It was through the efforts of the Old 
Boys’ Association again that а wealthy gentleman of the town 
Mr. А. В. Ramaiyer, was persuaded to donate substantially for 
the construction of a foot-bridge. It was our cndeavour that 
made the Government sanction three lakhs of rupees for the new 
buildings which stand out to-day as an imposing structure beside 
the old. | i 


Our institution has become an inseparable limb of the 
College, helping it ta grow in strength, reputation and usefulness. 


The Centenary celebrations are being conducted by the 
Old Boys' Association in collaboration with the College authorities 
and we hope that during the celebrations when great Chancellors 
of Universities, the Governor and Ministers of our State gather 
here, an atmosphere will be created which will facilitate the 
easy acceptance of our long-cherished proposal. 


May the community of the Old Boys of the College grow 
and be of service to the College and the larger public. 


C. L. Aravamudha Iyengar, 
Secretary, К. C. О. В. А. 
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